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5 mortars fired at Heathrow airport 

IcwanlPl^nrinTVt wc '° ® red flom ri - e back of a vehicle 

Michael Howard air P° rt 00 Wednesday. Interior Minister 

SSStSS?- it£i M - r * **o interrupted a 

T*°? le ®" ‘ crr °nsm w Northern Ireland, said that 
ISSJ* 1 ® 1 * ind,cated ^ there were no casualties or serious 

eSS^a?' ?2iirt riter ' p0lice canied oul a “controlled 

SSSSJSfi!? ‘i* ^E° rt wcst of Petrol Station 

o L S r^ *??• 251 sa,d: “The« was a big bang from the huid 
Sr?^ 0 ” t M ed H y t ^ 1 Sm ?J ler ^S 8 - 1,1 «m three cans on fire 
H 0 ? 31 ^ “ ,d Parhamem: “I have a sad announce- 
° h0 “ Se ( ° f commons). In the past hour it appears 
HMrhro^^?rt " Ve r,red ^ the hack of a vehicle towmds 
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Bar etectioits show slight erosion for Fateh 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza Strip (AP) — Results of the annual 
election to the Gaza Strip lawyer's bar published on Wednesday, 
showed a slight erosion in support for Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's (PLO) Yasser Arafat's mainstream Fateh faction. The results 
came as the aftermath of the Feb. 25 Hebron mosque massacre further 
undermined Palestinian support for the PLO-lsmcl peace accord. 
Fateh won six of the seven seats on the bat in Tuesday's election, 
down from their fuff sweep of the har in 1993 elections. Maihem 
Owcida. an independent lawyer associated with Hamas won the 
seventh seat. It was the first time Hamas was elected to the bar. 
although the organisation has its strongest support in Gaza. Fjycz 
Abu Rahmeh. a former mayor of Gaza closely allied with Mr. Arafat, 
was elected chairman of the bar. In the last election to a Gaza 
professional organisation. Fateh, swept all 11 seats of the physicians' 
union on Feb. 21. Public opinion polls have shown that Hamas 
commands the loyalty of 20 per cent of Gazans, although the 
organisation claims 40 pur cent support. 
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King to 
visit Qatar 
on March 20 

AMMAN (R) — King Hnssein 
will visit Qatar tUs month for 
the first time since the 1990- 
91 Gulf crisis damaged ties 
between the two' countries, 
officials said on Wednesday. 

The two-day visit, starting 
March 20, is Hussein's 
first trip to Doha since the 
crisis, sparked by Iraq's Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
It awes at the invitation of 
Qatar's ruler. Sheikh KhaBfa 
Ben Hamad A1 Tttani, they 


The Kmg might »fart go to 
Oman from Qatar, they 


Jordanian-Qatari ties, 
damaged by Jordan's per- 
ceived pro-Baghdad sym- 
pathy during the Golf crisis, 
have returned to fair pre- 
crisis levels of warmth, offi- 
cials and diplom ats say. 

But Amman has so far 
faded to mend fences with 
Saudi Arabia and Kb wait. 

Qatar and Oman are the 
only Golf Arab states that did 
not break forma} ties with 
Iraq after Its invasion of 
Kuwait. Both countries 
favour pursuing an indepen- 
dent policy to counter Sand 
infhience in fa region, diplo- 
mats say. 


l 
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Clinton to meet 
Rabin Wednesday 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is to meet with President 
Clinton on March 16 to discuss 
efforts to restart the Mideast 
peace process that was sidet- 
racked by last months in«- r 
sacre in Hebron. “The presi- 
I looking forward to cOn- 
close consultations 
; Israel to help achieve die' 
of a comprehensive and 
lasting peace in tire Middle 
East,” White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said in 
a statement Wednesday. She 
said there were no plans for 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat to visit Washington. After 
the Feb. 25 i massacre, Mr. 
Clinton invited Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators to 
Washington to keep the peace 
t a l k s moving forward. But the 
talks have been on hold in the 
unrest that has followed the 

killings. 

Spy case will not 
damage ties— 

Yeltsin 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin said on Wednes- 
day that Russia's new entente 
with Washington would not be 
damaged by the Aldrich Ames 
spy scandal. **U.S. -Russian 
partnership... must exist, and 
under no chcumstances should 
we lose this great achievement 
which we reached with such 
difficulty,” Mr. Yeltsin told 
reporters after laying a wreath 
on the grave of space pioneer 
Yuri Gagarin. “And I am con- 
vinced that we will not lose it,” 
he said, appearing to .be play- 
ing down the case of tile for- 
mer head of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency’s (CIA) Soviet 
counter-intelligence section 
arrested last month together 
with his wife and charged with 
spying for Moscow. Warring- 
ton retaliated by expelling a 
Russian diplomat it identified 

as Moscow's chief intelligence 

officer in the United States — 
the first expulsions since the 
end of the cold war. The 
Kremlin then expelled a U.S. 
.official. 

Envoys say Cyprus 
talks on course 

NICOSIA (R) — Senior U.N. 
and U.S. officials said Wednes- 
day that talks on buflding con- 
fidence between the rival Tur- 
kish and Greek communities of 
Cyprus were on course. U.N. 
representative Gusta ve Fto- 
•sd, who conducts proximity 
talks between the leaders of 
file two sides, and U-S. State 
Department special coordina- 
tor Robert Lamb met Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
separately. “So for we have 
been moving along as rt was 
envisaged,” Mr. Feissel told 
reporters. 


Israel, PLO remain 
deadlocked; Security 
Council may hold key| 

Rabin-Arafat phone call fails to lift logjam 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabm made no progress in a 
telephone conversation on re- 
suming peace talks after the 
Hebron massacre, Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials said 
Wednesday. 

"Rabin did not respond on 
the core of the Hebron issue. 
He only made procedural sug- 
gestions,” an Arafat aide tola 
Reuters about the telephone 
discussion that was held on 
Tuesday. 

The officials said Mr. 
Rabin's envoy Jacques Neriah, 
who had been due in Tunis on 
Wednesday, was cancelling his 
trip due to Palestinian opposi- 
tion. 

A respected Israeli daily re- 
ported tnat Israel will agree to 
some of the PLO demands set 
as conditions for resuming 
peace talks. 

Mr. Rabin phoned Mr. Ara- 
fat Tuesday night as part of the 
efforts to get the peace talks 
back on track, political sources 
said. They would not elabo- 
rate. 

But the daily Haaretz 
quoted high-ranking political 
sources as saying that Israel 
was ready to agree to some of 
the PLO demands, but did not 
specify whati- 

Israeli press reports said the 
government proposed to the 
PLO that Foreign Minister Shi- 


mon Peres meet with a similar- 
ly ranking Palestinian official 
to discuss ways to break the 
impasse. 

However, the report said 
Israel would not backtrack 
from positions taken in the 
original Sept. 13 autonomy 
agreement or a further agree- 
ment on implementation de- 
tails in February. That agree- 
ment specifically says no settle- 
ments will be dismantled, a 
PLO demand, before the first 
phase of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman Gad 
Ben-Ari declined to comment 
on the report. 

In Tunis, PLO sources said 
Israel’s views would be con- 
veyed through other channels 
arfd any decision on the talks 
would now be delayed until 
next week. 

"Arafat should not meet 
Rabin's envoy so as not to let 
the outside world believe there 
is some progress in secret 
talks,” a senior PLO official, 
who asked to not be named, 
told Reuters. 

"The Israeli response can 
instead be faxed.” 

PLO sources said Mr. Arafat 
had been advised ty several 
leaders not to meet Mr. Neriah 
as e sign of protest following 
the massacre at the Hebron 
mosque two. weeks ago* - -- 

Another source said he did 
not think there woiild be any 
PLO derision on resuming 


talks until after Mr. Rabin 
visits Washington next week. 

“Furthermore, any derision 
will have to be taken by the 
PLO Executive Committee 
and after consultations with 
our Arab partners (Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and Egypt),” 
he added. 

The PLO officials said that 
despite U.S. reservations, 
PLO, Arab and non-aligned 
groups are seeking U.N. 
Security Council approval of a 
resolution condemning the 
massacre and calling for inter- 
national protection for Palesti- 
nians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The Security Council was 
beaded for a vote late on 
Wednesday on a resolution 
condemning the massacre. 

PLO sources said that during 
his telephone call with Mr. 
Arafat, Mr. Rabin said resum- 
ing peace talks was the only 
way out of the present im- 
passe. 

They said Mr. Rabin had 
promised to accelerate the 
talks in order to achieve Israeli 
troop withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho area on 
schedule by April 13, as en- 
visioned in the PLO-Israel 
peace deal signed in Septem- 
ber in Washington. 

Mr. Rabin also promised to 
increase the number of Palesti- 
nian policemen for the Palesti- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Killer was allowed into Hebron 
mosque despite conspicuous gear 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — An Israeli 
inquiry commission retracing 
killer Baruch Goldstein's steps 
heard Wednesday that army 
guards let him enter the Heb- 
ron mosque even though he 
wore a marksman’s protective 
headsets and caned a bag of 
ammunition. 

The major in charge of the 
guard detail greeted Goldstein 
at the entrance and asked why 
he was wearing an army uni- 
form. 

“I'm doing reserve duty," 
the Jewish settler answered, 
then walked unhindered into 
the Tomb of the Patriarchs 
where he opened fire, killing at 
least 60 kneeling Muslim wor- 
shippers. 

The new details confirmed 
earlier testimony by army com- 
manders who said security was 
lax before the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre, with only half the 10 
guards on duty. 

Hundreds of troops patrol- 
led outside while the five- 
member commission spent 


four hours Wednesday recon- 
structing the shooting spree 
inside the old, fortress-like 
shrine in Hebron's centre. 

The site, holy to both Mus- 
lims and Jews, has been dosed 
since the massacre that dis- 
rupted peace talks. 

The five-member commis- 
sion led by Judge Meir Sham- 
gar began bearings in occupied 
Jerusalem on Tuesday and 
heard the army acknowledge it 
failed to provide adequate 
security to prevent the killings. 

Major-General Danny 
Yatom, army commander of 
the West Bank, briefed com- 
mission members inside the 
tomb along with area comman- 
ders and the only officer who 
was in the area when the mas- 
sacre took place. 

Army spokesman Ram 
Ezrach pointed to a firehose 
near the main entrance which 
was used to wash bloodstains 
from the floor. Dozens of sol- 
diers and police fanned out 
around the tomb and on the 
rooftop. 


Inside the building the army 
opened a low and narrow 
green iron door to lei in Mr. 
Shamgar and the other panel- 
ists, the door, known as the 
flea gate, leads to separate 
prayer halls for Muslims and 
Jews. 

"Somebody was supposed ro 
stand at the door and make 
sure the Muslims go to the 
riglu and the Jews go to the 
left," Mr. Ezrach said of the 
day of the massacre. 

The commission met with 
Hebron’s chief Muslim official. 
Sheikh Saleh Natsheh. 

“We are asking you to bring 
the truth to light for the sake of 
our two peoples, so they can 
learn a lesson," Sheikh Nat- 
sheh told Mr.Shamgar. 

Mr. Natsheh complained to 
Mr. Shamgar that Israeli au- 
thorities had destroyed impor- 
tant evidence by cleaning up 
the massacre site, including 
washing blood-soaked prayer 
carpets. 


Hebron settlers confident that they will 
remain; curfew chokes Palestinians 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Jewish set- 
tlers in Hebron were confident 
on Wednesday their govern- 
ment would never force them 
out despite a settler's slaughter 
of dozens of Palestinians at a 
mosque here 12 days ago. 

But the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) still de- 
mands it, nearly half of Mr. 
Rabin’s cabinet supports it and 
Mr. Rabin himself called tbe 
settlers’ presence an "unneces- 
sary time bomb.” 

"I don’t believe they’ll re- 
move the Jews from Hebron. 
It’s a city where for 2,000 years 
there were Jews,” said Yehuda 
Burdman, 36, who studies at a 
seminary in Hebron each day 
until nightfall before returning 
to a nearby settlement. 

“I don’t think they’ll ever 
lack us out,” he added. 

“They like to talk about it,” 
said Shani Hobowitz, 38. But 
she added: "The polls show the 
Jewish people in Israel do not 
want to evacuate the Jews from 
Hebron.” 


On Wednesday, an Israeli 
commission of inquiry in- 
spected the mosque where the 
settler, Baruch Goldstein, on 
Feb. 25 massacred dozens Of 
Muslims kneeling in prayer be- 
fore being beaten to death (see 
separate story). 

A newspaper poll last week 
showed 78 per cent of Israelis- 
condemned foe slaughter but 
55 per cent opposed the PLO 
demand to evacuate Jewish 
settlers from the heart of the 
city. 

Meanwhile, Palestinians 
here are grim after 13 days 
under curfew. 

It is supposed to be one of 
the most joyous weeks of the 
year, culminating in the end of 
Ramadan holiday when every- 
one gets new clothes, new hair- 
cuts and special food. Not this 
year. Hebron is cooped up 
indoors, mourning and 
angry. 

“If you bad been here 30 
minutes ago you could have 
gotten a whiff of the teargas 
being shot by tbe soldiers,” 


said barber Abed Abu 
Sneineh, cutting foe hair of 
one of five customers who 
risked tbe wrath of the soldiers 
and settlers to reach his shop. 

Last year he was working 15 
boors a day to keep up with 
demand. Ibis year only one of 
foe six iron shutters across foe 
storefront is open, foe signal 
foal someone is inside. 

“Hell is better than tins 
life,” said a cousin, Khalil Aba 
Sneineh, 50, a labourer sitting 
outside. His brother Abdul 
Rahim was among the Palesti- 
nians killed in the massacre. 

The Palestinians in Hebron 
are especially incensed that the 
Jewish settlers in their midst 
are allowed to circulate freely, 
weapons in hand. 

“The settlers always point 
their gnus at us. They tell us 
that they will do to ns what 
already happened in the mos- 
que,” said Zeinab Abu Isaifan, 
whose house sits about 10 
metres from die Jewish settle- 

(Cofl tinned on page 5) 



BBs Majesty King Hnssein, necompaniesd by His Royal Hi gh"*** Minister Abdul Safaun Majali and top-level officials, Tuesday 

Prince Abdullah, other members of fa Royal famil y. Prime performs fa Umra pilgrimage (Petra photo) 
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King returns after performing Umra 

Officials dismayed over King Fahd’s failure to meet him 


By Nermeea -Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian official 
reaction differed over His 
Majesty King Hussein’s return 
from Saudi Arabia at dawn 
Wednesday without bolding an 
expected meeting until Saudi 
King Fahd to mend fences af- 
ter three years of strained ties. 

Reactions here varied from 
resigned pragmatism to anger 
and disappointment that an 
opportunity to reconciliate 
Arab ranks after the Gulf war 
was not made use of. 

The King, who was officially 
reported to be going to Mecca 
and Medina on foe holiest day 
of Ramadan to perform Umra, 


returned -to Amman. . at 2:00 
a.m. Wednesday morning. 

Officials have been careful 
not to play up the visit’s politic- 
al value and stressed the King’s 
wish to be at tbe Prophet’s 
burial place in Medina on 
Lailet A1 Qader — the night of 
destiny — which, according to 
Islam, is the night when foe 
skies are opened to receive 
worshippers’ prayers. 

Privately, however, politi- 
cians and analysts bad express- 
ed hope that the visit would be 
an opportunity to break the 
deadlock in relations between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
which resulted from tbe 1990 
Gulf crisis. 

A well-placed source told 


fa Jordan Times that King 
Hussem was aware that his trip 
to Mecca and Medina was to 
be a “purely spiritual visit.” 

The source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
no political significance or 
hopes should have been 
attached to this short trip ex- 
cept that a "psychological bar- 
rier” had been removed with 
foe King’s insistence on the 
visit despite continued tension 
in political relations between 
him and the Saudi monarch. 

“The King’s insistence on 
performing Umra was a duty 
be felt as a Muslim,” the 
source said, adding that “this 
was a religious trip and not a 
political one:., there should be 


no disappointment.” 

“A psychological barrier. *: 
one is to think politically, has 
definitely been removed,” the 
source said, explaining tLst 
while King Hussein had pre- 
viously stayed away from foe 
Islamic holy shrines because of 
the political situation between 
tbe two countries "he was able 
to break that barrier” with 
Tuesday’s trip. 

But the source . conceded 
that bad the two kings been 
able to meet and resolve some 
of their differences "it would 
have been perfect.” 
However, other officials, 
who also acknowledge that foe 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabin visits 
Marjayoun 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin travelled to an occupied 
border strip in South Lebanon 
Wednesday to lend support to 
beleaguered militia allies two 
days after a deadly resistance 
attack. 

Mr. Rabin met for four 
hours with General Antoine 
Lahd, commander of the 
Israeli-allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia at the 
SLA barracks in Marjayoun, 
the largest town in the area 
Israel occupies as a "security 
zone*' against cross-border 
guerrilla attacks. 

Also attending was the 
Israeli army's northern com- 
mander, Major-General Yit- 
zhak Mordechai, as well as 
senior officers of the 2500- 
strong SLA and foe 1,200- 
member Israeli forces sta- 
tioned in foe area. 

“We are hens to express our 
solidarity with General Lahd 
and people of the area in view 
of what happened in recent 
days,” Mr. Rabin, who also 
doubles as defence minister, 
told reporters after tbe dosed 
meeting. 

The morale-boosting trip 
came two days after guerrillas 
detonated three roadside 
bombs in the "security zone,” 
trilling seven SLA members, 
including senior officers. Six 
other SLA soldiers were 
wounded. Also kidnapped and 
killed Monday by guerrillas 
were two civilians, a man and a 
woman, believed to be pro- 
SLA. 

On Tuesday, Israel retali- 
ated for the bomb blasts by 
sending warplanes on a strike 
against bases of Iranian- 
backed Hzzbollab guerrillas. 


Darawshe carries ‘message 
of peace’ from Assad to Israel 


Damascus (ap) — An 

Israeli Arab parliamentrian 
said Wednesday after a meet- 
ing with President Hafez A1 
Assad that be would convey a 
Syrian desire for peace to 
Israeli leaders. 

Abdul Wabab Darawshe 
and tbe accompanying delega- 
tion of prominent Israeli Arab 
leaders met with Mr. Assad for 
three hours on their third day 
in Damascus, the first open 
visit by Israelis to Syria. 

Mr. Darawshe said Mr. 
Assad differentiated between 
tbe previous hardline govern- 
ment of Yitzhak Shamir 
“which wanted to kill every 
opportunity for peace” and foe 
current one headed by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin that 
“gave the impression of work- 
ing for peace,” but added Mr. 
Rabin was not doing enough 
for peace. 

“The president told us that 
although Rabin’s government 
has created a good atmosphere 
for the negotiations, it has 
maintained foe same practices 
of its predecessor,” Mr. 
Darawshe said. 

He stressed that Mr. Assad 
had not given foe group any 
messages to convey to Israeli 
leaders, but said be would re- 
peat what he heard from Mr. 
Assad regarding Syria’s wish 
for a just and comprehensive 
peace during foe meeting. 

“We will carry a Syrian mes- 
sage of peace, a message we 
heard clearly” from Mr. 
Assad, Mr. Darawshe told a 
press conference. “We will re- 
lay all our impressions to 
Rabin, to the Knesset (parlia- 
ment) and to the foreign minis- 
ter.” 


“Our visit and our meeting 
with Assad is a contribution 
towards improving foe climate 
in general,” said Mr. Daraw- 
she in response to a question 
on whether the group’s trip 
would give an impetus to foe 
peace process. 

* Mr. Darawshe, who also 
heads the Arab Democratic 
Party in Israel, said he will 
meet with Mr. Rabin next 
week. 

Mr. Darawshe said the 
group also offered Mr. Assad 
their condolences on foe death 
of his son, Basel, in a car crash 
Jan. 21. A presidential state- 
ment said Mr. Assad had 
thanked tbe delegation for 
their sympathies. 

The visit of the 58-member 
delegation, which indudes two 
partouneatarians, academics, 
jotuuftluts and other leading 

Israeli Arabs, came at a sensi- 
tive time » foe 28-month-old 
Middle East peace talks. 

Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
the Palestinians suspended 
their participation in foe talks 
in tihe wake of the Feb. 25 
Hebron massacre. 

Before the massacre, Mr. 
Assad held out foe possibility 
of normal relations with Israel. 
Damascus is demanding the 
return of the entire Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war, as a 
precondition for peace. 

Mr. Assad's approval for 
Mr. Darawsha’s visit implied 
that Syria did not want to put 
an end to the negotiations. He 
has shown flexibility by speak- 
ing to members of foe Knesset, 
which Damascus does not. 
directly recognise. 

By gaming the sympathy and 
support of foe Israeli Arabs, 


who make up 18 per cent of the 
Israeli population, Mr. Assad 
will have inched closer to his 
desire to become the unchal- 
lenged leader of the Arabs. 

During the delegation's 
meeting with foe president, 
Salman Taweel, a reporter for 
Israeli Television, gave foe 
president an oral message cf 
condolences and warm regards 
from Israeli President Ez.%- 
Weizman, which Mr. Assad 
did not acknowledge. 

Mr. Taweel said Mr. Well- 
man had given him the mes- 
sage before he left Israel -Mr. 
Darawshe stressed that Mr. 
Taweel was not speaking in foe 
name of foe group. 

, Mr. Darawshe said :ke 
group was leaving Thuisday 
with a totally different end 
extremely positive impression 
of Syria than the one that is 
usually presented in the Israeli 
press. 

Mr. Darawshe said that one 
of the positive impressions the 
group was canying is that of 
foe living conditions of foe 850 
to 900 Syrian Jews who remain 
in the country. 

The delegation met with 
Youssef Jajati. Syria's deputy 
chief rabbi, and four promin- 
ent Jewish businessmen who 
told the delegation that con- 
trary to what they said they 
had heard in Israel, Jews in 
Syria enjoy full rights. 

Asked about a recent threat 
circulated in a pamphlet to 
Syrian Jews last week. Rabbi 
Jajati said: 

“It's foe work of a deranged 
person or a childish game. In 
every country there are troub- 
lemakers, but in Syria those 
are very few.” 
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Americans leave Somalia 
under fire; factions bicker 


MOGADISHU (R) — Egyp-' 
tian troops serving with U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Soma- 
lia covered their U.S. com- 
rades Tuesday as the last major 
American combat unit waited 
to leave for home under fire, 
U.S. soldiers assembling at 
the U.N.-controlled airfield 
scrambled for cover as shots 
fired by Somalis whistled over- 
head and Egyptian guards pep- 
pered the streets with return 
fire. 

Unconfirmed reports said 
the gnnfight erupted after 
several Somalis tried to loot a 
rival gang’s vehicle. But U.N. 
officials blamed it on a disgrun- 
tled Somali who had lost a 
contract with the world body. 

The gunfire rose and fell 
around the airport for over an 
hour but did not appear to hurt 
anybody. 

Egyptian soldiers based near 
the city’s derelict soap factory, 
scene of much fighting be- 
tween U.N. troops and Somali 
militias last year, were also 
fired on. 

U.N. officers said Pakistani 
soldiers killed a Somali when 
they fired shots to disperse a 
group of people trying to loot a 
truck belonging to the U.S. 
contractor Brown and Root 
which had just had an accident 
with another vehicle. 

Pakistani, Egyptian and 
other Third World troops will 
form the bulk of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces left in 
Somalia when the United 
States and its wes ter n allies 
pull out by the end of this 
month. 

On a day when Mogadishu 
seemed to be as lawless as it 
was when the Americans first 


stormed ashore to save Soma- 
lia from famine in December 
1992, the U.S. commander 
praised his troops. 

“You leave Somalia having 
made a difference here,” 
Major-Genera] Thomas Mont- 
gomery told 400 soldiers from 
the "Triple Deuce” unit of the 
10th mountain divisioa. 

At a farewell ceremony in an 
airport hangar scarred by old 
mortar blasts, Gen. Montgom- 
ery — who directed much of 
the fighting against warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed's 
followers last year — watched 
as the soldiers furled their reg- 
imental banners. 

Gen. Montgomery said - 
thanks to the soldiers’ mission, 
“Somalis today have a window 
of opportunity to bring back 
some order to a destroyed 
country and hopefully prevent 
a return to famine.” 

The troops then moved to 
nearby Mogadishu port and 
boarded the Mediterranean 
Sky ship. 

They were joined by 100 
medical workers from the 46th 
combat support hospital, 
which dealt with dozens of 
American casualties in the 
OcL 3 battle when 18 U.S. 
soldiers and some 345 Somalis 
were killed. 

The battle led to President 
Bill Qmton’s decision to order 
out all American troops. 

Three years after guerrillas 
overthrew dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Barre, Somalia still 
has no government and is in 
die thrall of warlord factions 
whose fighting first caused a 
famine which killed an esti- 
mated 300,000 people. 

Far removed from the fight- 


ing, a leader of one of 12 
Somali factions meeting in 
Cairo said the group hoped to 
meet their rival Aideed on 
March 20 to discuss their prop- 
osals for setting up an interim 
government. 

The group proposes a 17- 
member council, including 
Gen. Aideed, that would set 
up a provisional government. 

But speaking from Nairobi 
where be has been based since 
December, Gen. Aideed dis- 
missed the Cairo talks as “un- 
workable proposals for a pup- 
pet government.” He called on 
Egypt to stop wbat he called its 
“meddling” in Somali affairs. 

Gen. Aideed blasted the 
Cairo talks as part of an Egyp- 
tian plot to make unworkable 
proposals for a puppet govern- 
ment. 

In a written statement, he 
said such “unwelcome actions” 
backed by Egypt were opposed 
by the Somali people and 
would encourage chaos in 
Somalia and throughout the 
Horn of Africa region. 

The powerful, warlord ac- 
cused Egypt of calling “diver- 
sionary and irregular meetings 
of selected Somali personali- 
ties in order to promulgate 
unworkable proposals for a 
puppet government.” 

Gen. Aideed said it was un- 
acceptable that the Egyptian 
government, which he accused 
of being a dose ally of Mr. Siad 
Barre, should seek to send 
more troops to Somalia . 

“These unwelcome actions 
are in clear violation of the 
reconciliation and peace pro- 
cess already in progress in 
Somalia,” Gen. Aideed said. 


Sudan talks 
scheduled 
next week 

NAIROBI (AP) — Another 
round of talks to seek an end to 
a 10-year dvfi war in Sudan’s 
south that threatens millions 
with death and starvation is 
scheduled in Kenya next week. 

Presidents of Kenya, Ugan- 
da, Ethiopia and Eritrea in- 
vited President Omar Hassan 
A1 Bashir of Sudan and leaders 
of the two main factions of the 
rebel Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) to die talks 
March 17. __ 

* 

The invitation followed a 
one-day meeting Tuesday in 
Kenya's capital, Nairobi. 

A similar meeting last month 
failed in die last minute after 
the Sudanese leader declined 
to attend reportedly due to 
Kenya’s critici sm of a major 
government offensive. 

Sudan last month launched a 
major offensive aid workers 
said was aimed at cutting rebel 
supply routes from Uganda 
and Kenya. Aid agencies and 
Weston nations, including the 
United States, have accused 
the government of bombing 
displaced people in makeshift 
camps. 

The aerial bombardments 
have also forced several aid 
agencies to evacuate expatriate 
workers from various loca- 
tions. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates up to some 2.4 millio n 
people in the south need 
em ergency food this year. In 
all, 5.2 million people in the 
region have been affected by 
the fighting and wifi need some 
form of assistance, the United 
Nations says. 


Algerian women defy warning to protest their lot 


ALGIERS (AP) — Up to one 
thousand women, defying 
warnings from Islamic mili- 
tants, protested Tuesday to de- 
nounce Muslim fundamental- 
ism- with flowers, portraits of 
slain women and cries of 
“neither veil nor robe.” 

Marking International 
Women’s Day, the women 
chose the street over dur-hall 
reserved for their <teib6ristra- 
tion, a stone's throw from the 
government headquarters in 
the centre of this Mediterra- 
nean port city. 

‘‘Neither veil nor robe. 
Neither Iran nor Sudan. Alger- 
ia i is Algerian. We ' want it 
mddern," the women chanted, 
deponndng fundamentalists 
and .government efforts to hold 
a dialogue with radicals. 

Authorities said earlier this 


week that 25 women had been 
slain over the past 15 months in 
the cycle -of violence that 
started after the January 1992 
cancellation of legislative elec- 
tions to thwart a fundamental- 
ist victory. An estimated 3,700 
people have been killed. 

Prime Minister Redha 
• MaJek, in a message to. the 
. womepu vowed that "the hor- 
ror toIT not be allowed." 

“The-escalating intimida- 
tions" arid' the threats- will be 
stopped and their authors 
punished,” Mr. Malek said. 

Islamic radicals marked 
women's day with posters re- 
portedly plastered around 
town threatening death for 
women who fail to fully cover 
themselves. “For she who 
wears the veO, nothing wfll be 


done.... for she who wears 
nothing, the knife awaits.” 

Such posters have been seen 
in the past in the Algeris re- 
gion, but are now reportedly 
appearing in numbers. 

Hair dressers are among 
those who have received death 
threats from Islamic radicals. 
The guerrillas frying to, topple , 
the military-backed govern- 
ment mainly target journalists, 
intellectuals espousing a seed- ' 
tar society, anyone with ties to„ 
the state as well as foreigners, 
28 of whom have been killed. 

Traffic was blocked as the 
demonstration spilled into the 
busy street where women car- 
rying portraits of recent victims 
of the violence strung banners 
to cries of “No dialogue with 
kflleis.” 


The latest female victim, a 
17-year-old high school girl. 
Katia Bengagna. was killed 
Feb. 28 as she walked with a 
girlfriend in the Algiers region. 
Witness accounts reported in 
the press said the friend was 
spared “because she wore a 
veil.” 

The Algerian Rally for 
Democratic Women issued an 
open letter to -the heaefof -state. 
General tiamme Zeroual; ex- 
piessmgTear aTseeiftg "“Alger- 
ia slide into chaos” and reject- 
ing any contact between au- 
thorities and fundamentalists. 

A group of women journal- 
ists, actresses and artists held 
an exhibition of women's 
works followed by a debate on 
the theme “What life for the 
women who give life?” 


Key issue stalls 
peace process — 
neutral observers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — During demonstra- 
tions Tuesday on the main 
Arab shopping street in East 
Jerusalem, U.N. officers ran 
back and forth frying to slow 
the barrage of stones and tear- 
gas flying between Palestinians 
and Israeli police. 

The border police slammed 
them around, ultimately 
arresting translator Mahmoud 
Rashid after be stepped be- 
tween a policeman and the 
teenager he wanted to detain. 

“We can’t interfere with any 
military or police operations. 
The only thing we can do is 
^ifjcms matters,” said Gun- 
Britt Andersson, the Swedish 
woman who directs operations 
for the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency on the 
West Bank. 

Watching U.N. observers at 
the fierce dashes since an 
Israeli settler massacred 60 
Palestinians in Hebron Feb. 25 
underscores that they are 
caught between Israeli troops 
who basically reseat them and 
Palestinians who expect them 
to stop anything. 

“Try to control your men,” a 
U.N. man said during dashes 
Saturday in Jerusalem to an 
Israeli major on the scene. He 
responded: “I don’t want to 
control my men.” 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is deman- 
ding an international 
peacekeeping force to be de- 
ployed between the Palesti- 
nians in die occupied territor- 
ies and the settlers. But the 
record of the 21 U.N. refugee 
officers acting as observers 
raises questions whether any 
force could be effective. 

Israel says the real answer is 
autonomy for Palestinians, 
who can then handle their own 
security. 

The refugee officers, each 
teamed with a Palestinian 
translator, say some Israeli 
commanders appreciate their 
efforts to «ihw both sides in 
demonstrations. 

But the settlers have been 
particularly hostile, smashing 
the windows mi U.N. cars and 
threatening them, .officers said.. 

“The settler violence is 
much, much more difficult to 
handle. We can’t handle it 
basically because the settlers 
don’t listen to anyone," said 
Ms. Andersson. “It would be 
too risky.” 

Until now the United Na- 
tions has barred its employees 
from speaking publicly about 
the operations. While it helped 
maintain public neutrality, it 


also hobbled their effective- 
ness in stopping what they wit- 
nessed. 

“It has been useful up to 
now, but it doesn't mean some- 
thing else wouldn't have been 
more useful. We haven’t been 
able to prevent the kflliogs,” 
said Ms. Andersson. 

Since the Palestinian upris- 
ing against Israel’s occupation 
started in December 1987, 
over 1,270 Palestinians have 
died in dashes with Israelis. In 
the same period over 800 
Israelis have died. 

FLO leader Yasser Arafat 
says the Palestinians will not 
return to the peace talks until 
there is an international force, 
preferably aimed, to prevent a 
repeat of the Hebron massacre 
and the mounting toll since. 

“The PLO is asking for an 
effective international pre- 
sence which will be able to 
protect Palestinians,” said Dr. 
Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli Arab 
dose to Mr. Arafat on peace 
issues. 

The European Union on 
Tuesday backed such a force, 
saying in a statement it sup- 
ports “the establishment in the 
occupied territories of an inter- 
national presence in which the 
European Union declares its 
wfltingpess to participate.” 

Israel opposes any such 
force, and Washington sup- 
ports that stance by blocking 
attempts to posh it through the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil. The Americans say the 
September autonomy agree- 
ment spoke only of observers, 
not an armed force, and only if 
both sides agreed. 

Israelis are leery about the 
United Nations, feeling that it 
has a long history of bias 
against the Jewish state tinde- 
scored by the 1975 resolution 
equating Zionism with racism, 
later repealed. U.N. forces 
failed to prevent die 1967 Mid- 
dle East war or infil tration^ 
from Lebanon. 

A senior Israeli diplomat 
said die current reporting by 
refugee officers is turf ed 
although it falls outside joe 
. , scope of the 1967. agreement 
, on U.N. aid. to the Paicsti- 
~ roans. 

“They don’t need an addi- 
tional force. What we need is 
to reach an agreement very 
quickly,” said Johanan Bern, 
deputy director of Israel’s fore- 
ign ministry. “Then they’ll 
have something tike 8,000 
Palestinian police who mil 
take care of the security of the 
Palestinians.” 


For Russian immigrants, fitting work is hard to find in Israel 


By Alya Fisher 
The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Olga Gutman, a 
physician for more than 10 
years, is too embarrassed to 
teD friends back in Russia that 
the only work she can find in 
Israel is scrubbing floors. 

“I have peers who say they 
would ratber go hungry, but 
when you have no choice, 
that’s what you do,” said Dr. 
Gutman, a native of Chely- 
abinsk who is 39 and has two 
children. 

Many of the 475.580 Rus- 
sians who came to Israel since 
1989 have trouble fitting in, 
most notably professionals 
who find themselves in a coun- 
try of only 5.3 million already 
overflowing with doctors, 
Irwvers and engineers. 

Nineteen per cent of immig- 
r,.nts from the former Soviet 
Union are unemployed, about 
double the national average. 
Only one-third work in their 


chosen fields. 

Israel 5tOI has not figured 
out what to do with all the 
130,000 immigrants doctors, 
scientists, engineers and 
teachers, who have doubled 
tbe numbers in those profes- 
sions. 

Immigrant violinists play on 
the street, leaving their cases 
open as collection boxes. 

Some other new arrivals are 
more fortunate. Immigrant 
musicians, athletes, actors and 
dancers grace the arts. A Rus- 
sian represented Israel at the 
Miss Universe contest and 
Michael Shmerkin, a champion 
skater from Ukraine, com- 
peted for Israel at the Winter 
Olympics in Lillehammer. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin noted in a speech that 
Israel had no work for the 
3.500 immigrant Russian min- 
ers. “We do have many mine 
fields here,” he said. “But not 
a single mine.” 

For many of the newcomers, 
finding a place in the new 


society is as hard as finding 
work. 

According to a study by the 
Jewish Agency, a quasi -official 
body that handles immigra- 
tion, 77 per cent of immigrants 
since 1992 have had little or no 
social contact with native 
Israelis. Only eight per cent of 
those questioned said they felt 
a sense of belonging to Israeli 
society. 

Native Israelis, envious of 
tax breaks and other benefits 
given immigrants, often are 
more hindrance than help. 
They make Russians tbe butt 
of jokes and blame them for 
everything from bad driving to 
increasing alcoholism and 
crime. 

Instead of frying to adapt, 
many newcomers retreat into 
their own subculture. There 
are Russian bars, cafes, librar- 
ies and theatre groups. Several 
dozen Russian-language news- 
papers and magazines have 
sprung up. 

Maria Sorkin, 45, who came 


to Israel four years ago, takes 
her seven-year-old son Ben- 
jamin to a Russian-language 
theatre dub every week. 

“I prefer a Russian 
teacher.” she said. They don't 
let the kids just have fun. They 
teach them something.” 

She rarely mingles with 
Israelis. 

“We don’t like frlafel and 
they don't like ballet,” she 
said. “That’s the problem.” 

Falafel, fried balls of chick- 
pea paste, are a national dish 
in Israel. 

Word of the adjustment 
problems appears to be a fac- 
tor in the decline of immigra- 
tion from Russia, which feU to 
65,700 last year from nearly 
200,000 in 1990. 

“Russian Jews are stuck be- 
tween the hammer and tbe 
anvil,” said Yuli Kashorovsky, 
who was jailed for Jewish 
activism in the Soviet Union 
and came to Israel in 1984. 

Jews are anxious to leave the 
uncertainty of Russia, he said. 


“But not enthusiastic about 
joining a custodial labour force 
in Israel.” 

An estimated 600,000 Rus- 
sian Jews have exit visas, but 
many are waiting. Israeli offi- 
cials predict half will come by 
1996. 

The 800,000 Israelis of Rus- 
sian origin already here have 
become the largest immigrant 
group and a significant political 
force. Many accuse Mr. Rabin 
of neglecting them. 

Some immigrant leaders 
have threatened to vote Mr. 
Rabin's Labour Party out of 
office in the next elections, 
scheduled for 1996, unless be 
comes up with more jobs. In 
1992, the Russian vote was an 
important part of Labour’s vic- 
tory over the right-wing Likud 

bloc. 

** 

As Mr. Kashorovsky put it: 
“The government has to 
understand that it isn’t enough 
to talk a good game and then 
come to immigrants for votes. 


...What we are looking for is 
results, jobs.” 

Natan Sharansky, the for- 
mer Soviet political prisoner 
who leads the Russian- 
immigrant lobby, said in an 
open letter to Mr. Rabin that 
“not enough has been done to 
solve the problems freed by 
the new immigrants, especially 
those of employment and 
underemployment . " 

Yair Tsaban, the immigrant 
absorption minister, said in an 
interview that Israel is “prob- 
ably the only country in tbe 
world that not only doesn't 
object to the immigrant flood, 
we invite the flood. We want as 
many as possible to arrive.” 

While he feels more could be 
done, Mr. Tsaban said, the 
Russians are getting more help 
than their predecessors. He 
noted that government-backed 
mortgages bad enabled half the 
families to buy apartments, an 
unprecedented figure among 
immigrants. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Americans advised to avoid travel 

WASHINGTON (AP) —The Stale Department advised U.S. 
citizens again Tuesday to avoid travel to East Jerusdem,tbe 
West Ran if and Gaza due to violence in the area. This has 
been the department’s advice since a Jewish settler’s attack 
Feb 25 attack on a mosque in the West Bank dty of Hebron. 
Within Israel itself, Americans were advised not to use public 
transportation, stay away from bus stops, avoid crowds aim 
demonstrations and “maintain a low profile” to reduce risk. 
However, limits imposed last Friday on travel by U.S. 
government employees in tbe territories were canceled. Suwe 
tiie mosque attack, Americans have been advised to be careful 
traveling anywhere in the Middle East but they have been told 
to avoid travel only in East Jerusalem, tbe West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Kuwait donates $2m for U.S. Islamic school 

KUWAIT (R) — The emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, has donated $2 million to build an Islamic 
school for Muslims in New York, a newspaper said on 
Wednesday. A3 Qabas said the school would be established at 
tbe Islamic Cultural Centre to teach tbe city's Muslims the 
Arabic language and Teachings of Islam. 

Turkey announces security measures 

ANKARA (AP) — The government will guard candidates and 
transport ballot boxes in armoured cars under security 
measures announced Tuesday for elections March 27. Vio- 
lence by separatist Kurds threatens the voting, which is for 
local offices nationwide. Interior Minister Nafcrit Mentese said 
the country’s eastern and southeastern regions, tbe focus of 
Kurdish violence, would be given priority. He said party 
buildings would be provided with security, roads would be 
combed for mines and balloting sites searched for explosives. 
Tbe illegal Kurdish Labour Party, which has been waging a 
guerrilla war for autonomy since 1984, threatened to kill all 
candidates unless they wi th dra w. The pro-Kurdish Democracy 
Party, represented in parliament, is boycotting the elections. 
Six Kurdish deputies are in police custody after parliament 
lifted their legal immuni ty last week on separatism charges. 
The separatist Kurdish rebellion has left more than 11,000 
people dead over tbe nine years. 

Police arrest 45 Kurdish militants 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Forty-five people were arrested and 
automatic weapons and chemicals used to make explosives 
were seized when police raided hideouts of separatist Kurdish 
milit ants- Acting on a tip, police conducted the raids over the 
past few days in different locations throughout Istanbul. The 
suspects which included five women — belonged to the 
outlawed Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), police said. Police 
claimed they confessed to several attacks in the past six 
months: killing a post office employee, and a customer in a 
coffeehouse; opening fire on security forces, bunting municip- 
al vehicles and hurling fire bombs at passenger buses and a 
school in Istanbul. 

Iraqi daily: Clinton lied over sanctions 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's influential newspaper Babel 
accused U.S. President Bill Clinton on Wednesday of lying in 
order to maintain trade sanctions on Iraq. In a fomt-page 
editorial Babel, which is published b yl raqi President Saddam . 
Hussein’s eldest son Uday, said Mr. Cfi^ton had Ged.iq a.letter. 
written to Congress giving reasons for,keeping the. embargo. 
“How can (Clinton) allow himself to lieijefore Congress arid 
how can congress accept a letter containing the fallacy that 
Iraq has not abided by U.N. Security Council resolutions?” 
the paper asked. “Even a layman would not believe such lies,” 
it said. The United Nations damped sanctions on Iraq in 1990 
in response to its invasion of Kuwait. The Security Council 
normally reviews the embargo every two months, with the 
next review due in mid-March. Central to any easing of 
sanctions is Iraqi compliance with post-Gulf war Security 
Council resolutions calling for the dismantling of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. Iraqi Deputy Prune Minister 
Tareq Aziz is due in New York on SatLrday for talks on the - 
dismantling of mass destruction weapons, U.N. sources said 
on Tuesday. Babel said Mr. Clinton and all members of 
congress were aware that Iraq had met all its obligations to 
Security Council resolutions, and in return the council was 
obliged to lift the ban on Iraqi oil exports. “Those pretexts 
- launched by the evil forces of the world (normally a reference 
to imperialism, capitalism and Zionism) to keep the sanctions 
intact will soon collapse in disgrace for all the world to see,” 
the paper promised. 

Lebanese businessman kidnapped in ivory Coast 

ABIDJAN (R) — A Lebanese businessman has been 
abducted in Ivory Coast by Nigerian kidnappers demanding a 
ransom of 320 million GFA francs (5500,000), a Lebanese 
community leader said on Wednesday. Salim Farhat said 
businessman Naef Kreicbt, 38, disappeared on Sunday. The 
opposition daily La Voie reported on Wednesday it had 
received a telephone call from the kidnappers, saying they 
were from the Manatari brotherhood based in Kaduna, 
Nigeria. The paper quoted them as saying their movement had 
made contact with five Lebanese drug dealers to raise funds to 
build a temple. Tbe Lebanese were supposed to sell drugs in 
Britain and Switzerland in return for one per cent of the profits 
but they never came up with the cash and the ransom for Mr. 
Kreicht was the sum the kidnappers reckoned they were owed. 
Police declined to comment on the affair. “I hope it’s not a 
matter of a Lebanese-Nigerian drug connection. If we’re 
dealing with bandits wanting money it 11 be easier to handle,” 
Mr. Farhat said. He would not say whether Ivory Coast's 
long-established Lebanese community, which he put at 30,000 
people, would pay the ransom. 
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{Terminal 1) 

•4s» Adcn(RJ) 

•&25 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur I 

•7:10 Sanaa | 

VM Riyadh! 

iW5 Aqaba I 

993S NewDcUiURl) 

lfi:C3 Beirut (Sj) 

30s2S CoimntOiFJj 

IG-.IS .... Ncr- Yori:, Amsterdam {jUi 

iTrifc? Larnass'ILI) 

ioiic Ahu Dliabi (Aj) 

London, 3crji:i t FJ i 

29X0 Casa Blar.ca, Tunis (RJ) 

UfcM Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

ttM Athens (RJ) 

2Mt Rome (El) 

23slft Cairo (RJ) 


Riyadh(SU) 

It* Dubai (EM) 

17:35 Rome (. 

2/MB Cairo (Ml 

Kuwait 

22:25 Istanbul 

23:15 — Amsterdam (KL! 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

- Bdrnt (RJ) 

07*8 Aqaba (RJ) 

UM Rome)' 

11:08 ....... Amsterdam, Chicago ( 

Abu Dhabi j 

11:15 — ..... Montreal. Toronto | 

Paris) 

12riH Larnaca, Athens) 

£5 London! 

»W5 Cairo 

Jeddah L 

i***® Bahrain, Doha (RI) 

Dubai, Muscat | 

Z 2 n» .... Knsia Lumpur. Jakarta j 

OtSKt Fl^is (Terminal 1 ) 

CS:45 

£3:15 V 

13:38 

17:45 

1835 

25 - Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Damascus (/ 
... Beirut (W 




bp- Annan &00a.m. every Mouthy 

Air. Damns . — 5KMpjn. every Monday 
D*. Damans . — 7ddajn.evoySwday 
Air. Amman ....... 5:00 pja_ every Sunday 

market prices 

Upper/hwer price in Os per kg. 
Apple 550/ 650 

““““a - 680 

Banan a (Mukammar) S 2 D 

CaNage ^TO/40 



CanSoower 29V 200 

260/200 

Uteumben (large) ............ 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 280/200 

£p 8 P lHnt 280/ 160 

1100/800 

OrapeFnilt 220/170 

Green beans 68 Q/ 450 

if 000 170/100 

120/80 

Marrow (small) ................ 250/160 

Wives (green) TOOSOQ 

4 «y 100 

350 / 300 

Qnion(peen) 200/120 

750/550 

EfPpwpwO.. 500/400 

Pepper (sweet) 550/400 

S* 29D200 

140/80 

rmnato 280/ 180 

140/80 

1000/800 
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House passes specifications law 

Provision calls for standard-setting institution 


His Royal Highne ss Crown Prince Hasspn dials 
with trainees at the Graphic Arts Prating 


School, maagnraled bj fiw Prince Wednesday 
(Petra photo) 


Crown Prince inaugurates school 
for graphic arts and printing 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Wednesday inaugurated 
the Graphic Arts. Printing 
School in Amman and urged 
Jordanian students to turn to 
vocational training and trades 
as a means of livelihood. 

Stressing the need to bring 
unemployment under control. 
Prince Hassan called for the 
restructuring and modernisa- 
tion of vocational training ser- 
vices and certain trades so that 
they would be more attractive 
to students. 

The Prince announced that 
during this year's summer holi- 


day the- Ministry of Education 
will organise scientific week, 
which he added should encour- 
age the government to focus 
moTe on vocational training in 
the Kingdom. 

Referring to the importance 
of the printing school, the first 
in the region. Prince Hassan 
said it is hoped that it will serve 
as a nucleus for a regional 
centre catering to the needs of 
the local and regional institu- 
tions. 

The school, which was fi- 
nanced jointly by the Italian 
and Jordanian governments. 


can accommodate 300 trainees 
in printing, book binding col- 
our separating, offset typing, 
and other related skills." 

The school, which cost $7 
million, wit! also print books 
for the Ministry of Education 
schools and will train em- 
ployees of other printing press- 
es. according to the Ministry of 
Education. 

Prince Hassan voiced Jor- 
dan's appreciation to the Ita- 
lian government for its con- 
tribution of S5 million for the 
equipment and training ser- 
vices. 


By Sultan* Obeidat 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Wednes- 
day passed the standards and 
specifications draft law of 1993 
following two days of lengthy 
debate, introducing amend- 
ments to the draft Taw. 

The draft legislation will 
now be referred to the Upper 
House (Senate) for ratification 
before it is enacted with the 
issuance of a Royal Decree. 

The draft law calls for the 
establishment of a specifica- 
tions and standards institution 
charged with devising a nation- 
al system for specifications and 
standards for goods and ser- 
vices. 

The institution will be gov- 
erned by a board of directors 
headed by the minister of in- 
dustry and trade and 14 other 
members representing various 
government departments, un- 
ions and other institutions. 

The main aim of the institu- 
tion. as underlined by deputies 
in their discussions of the draft 
law, is to prevent duality of the 
functions of various govern- 
ment bodies in applying the 
Jordanian standards and speci- 
fications. The institution will 
have financial and administra- 
tive independence. 

The proposed institution is 
to be based in Amman, with 
the possibility of establishing 
branches in other parts of the 
Kingdom. It will be entrusted 
with monitoring the produc- 
tion processes and products of 
all factories and industries in 
Jordan, including jewellers, all 
types of business establish- 
ments and gas stations. 

The draft law stipulates that 


the institution will issue its own 
quality mark and any producer 
in the Kingdom will have the 
right to use this mark accord- 
ing to a regulation issued 
according to this law. 

Locally manufactured and 
imported goods have to meet 
the standards and specifica- 
tions specified by the institu- 
tion, “except for some special 
cases and for specified 
reasons.'' the draft law said. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf. who 
attended the debate, explained 
that diplomatic missions in 
Amman who import products 
and goods for their own per- 
sonal use will be treated as 
special cases. 

The draft law sets a JD 500- 
5,000 fine or a one to three- 
month prison sentence or both 
punishments for violators. 

The draft law grants the au- 
thority to close down the ‘'fac- 
tory, shop, warehouse or 
place" where materials and 
products violating the stan- 
dards and specifications are 
found. 

Materials and products that 
do not meet the regulations set 
out by the institution are to be 
impounded, destroyed, re- 
exported or re-produced. 

The new institution replaces 
the Standards and Specifica- 
tions Directorate. 

During Wednesday's ses- 
sion, the House voted with an 
overwhelming majority to re- 
ject the contestation in the 
results of the Nov. 8 elections 
jn the third district filed by 
Yacoub Zayadeen, head of the 
Jordanian Communist Party, 
who ran for elections in the 
same district. 





Lower House of Parfiament deputies Wednesday prepare for session (photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


The House also listened to 
the government's response to a 
number of questions put forth 
by deputies. 

Minister of Water and 
irrigation, Htsham Khatib (old 
Deputy Abdul Hafez Shakhan- 
beh (Madaba) that the cost of 
building Al-Wala dam in Wadi 
Mujeb is too high (JD 16S.5 
million) and undermine its eco- 
nomic feasibility, but the 
.ministry still keeps this project 
under consideration. 

Other issues discussed in- 
cluded Al-Marqab Housing 
Complex, the number of kid- 
ney dialysis patients treated at 
private hospitals and the role 
of women in the judicial sys- 


tem. 

The House had originally 
put on its agenda the draft law 
of the adjusted municipalities 
law and agricultural policies, 
but could not discuss them 
because of the extended time 
spent debating the standards 
and specifications draft law. 

The House was scheduled to 
listen to rhe report of a special 
committee charged with re- 
viewing the status of Royal 
Jordanian, the national carrier, 
but Deputy A ref Bataynch. 
the committee head, said that 
the committee needed more 
time to investigate the situa- 
tion and “we need at least a 
few months before we can pre- 


sent a comprehensive and com- 
plete report." he added. '• 

The committee decided to 
continue its meetings after the' 
end of the ordinary session ori 
March 22, and Mr. BatayneK- 
said he hoped that the commit* 
tee would be ready to present' 
its report during an expected - 
extraordinary session. 

Lower House Speaker Taher 
Masri said that a meeting will ' 
be held today. Thursday, to'* 
discuss the extraordinary ses- 
sion , which parliamentary 
sources said is expected to be 
held some time in June. 

Of the issues high on agenda, 
of Che extraordinary session is', 
the controversial sales tax law,' 


Toujan Faisal’s tenure evaluated! „ 

With mix Of criticism and praise Highway to Irbid opens after 7 years work 



By Mariam M. Sh ahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — On the occasion 
of the International Women's 
Day in Jordan women activ- ‘ 
ists, journalists and members 
of the general public Tuesday 
night took the countxy's first 
elected woman deputy to task 
for not representing their 
views in suitable “tone and 
spirir’suice befog elected to 
the Lower House of Pajlia-, 
mem? last November. 1 ~ J,> '' 

In the first encounter of its 
kind. Deputy Toujan Faisal 
went to bat for herself against 
criticism from an audience of 
some 100 people at the Royal 
Cnlmral Centre. The session, 
though, was not devoid of 
praise for the outspoken de- 
puty. 

Asm a Khader, the head of 
the Jordanian Federation of 
Women, praised Ms. Faisal 
for the ‘'principled stands" 


that she had taken in the 
Parliament. Ms. Khader. 
however, urged the deputy to 
“listen to the advice and 


wishes of the people that 
elected you." 

Ms. Khader, who co- 
hosted the debate Tuesday 
night, was one of the four 
women who sat on the 60- 
person committee which 
drew up Jordan's National 
Charter. 

The event, organised by 
different women's groups in 
Jordan was well-attended by 
men and women. 

.Referring to Ms. Faisal’s 
dispute with fellow deputies 
Jamal Khreisha and Abdul. 
Baqi Gammo, Ms. Khader 
said: “We support you in 
your effort to secure rights 
and respect for all members 
of our society, in your bid to 
achieve this just goal we are 
all behind you. We do, 
however, urge you to recon- 
sider the manner in which 
you forward your ideas.” 

“Yon are no longer an 
individual but a people’s rep- 
resentative and as such your 
victory is theirs and your fai- 
lures are also theirs — thus 
you must consult with your 
constituency." 


Members of the audience, 
including journalists, ques- 
tioned Ms. Faisal over what 
they, described as her “‘con- 
frontational style" in parlia- 
ment. 

Ms. Faisal responded (hat 
her disputes with fellow de- 
puties resulted from what she 
called the “lethargic atti- 
tude” of other deputies to- 
wards issues, of people’s 
rights. She^contended that a 
confrontational style was cal- 
led for in a 'Parliament that 
she said ignored cases that 
involve the abuse of power. 

“I am being singled out by 
members of the parliament 
and the government because 
I am investigating public 
rights issues and cases of mis- 
use of power.” she said. 

The debate, that took roost 
of the evening covered issues 
like a deputy's role in parlia- 
ment, minority rights, nation- 
al unity ,the role of women in 
public life, tribal powers, tra- 
ditional power structures 
within the Jordanian society 
and the role that minorities 
play in society! 


AMMAN (J.T.) — After 
seven obstacle-filled years the 
Amman-Jerasb-Irbid Highway 
Wednesday was formally 
opened to traffic. Minister of 
Public Works Abdul Razzaq 
Ensonr said that the new multi- 
purpose highway is 20 
kilometres shorter than the old 
Amman-Irbid road. 

Although the four-lane road 
is officially opened, said the 
' minister rwork continues along ' 
i a 900-metre stretch in Jneidielr 

district -and along 1\1 
■ kilometres mTvfast2b£h'Whei^ :: ' 
only two lanes are open. Hie. 
work in both areas will be 


completed by the end of 
March, said Dr. Ensour. 

When the Ministry of Public 
Works awarded the contract to 
local firms in 1987, it was 
announced that the road would 
be completed in two years. 

But unforeseen difficulties, 
including landslides and finan- 
cial constraints made it im- 
possible to meet the initial 
deadline and subsequent dead- 
'lines. . , 

. ' According . ip- JJnsouf, 
financial, difficulties,, jtbe con- 
" sequences of the.gplf-war^ ce- 
ment and iron shortages, incle- 
ment weather winch caused 


landslides were mainly re- 
sponsible for the long delay in 
completing the road work. 

According to the minister, 
the total length of the road 
from die Abdali bus terminal, 
in Amman to the terminal just 
outside Irbid is 79 kilometres. 

He added that the road 
bypasses the Greco-Roman 
city of Jerash avoiding the 
archaeological sites and re- 
sidential' 'districts. 

D»4§ea highway to open' 

PiiVlic Works Ministry 
Secretary General George 



AL MAGHREB PRAYERS: His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday, per- 
formed A1 Maghreb prayers' with military 
officers prior to an Ifkar hosted by the Royal 
Air Force Command in honour of its 
officers. Addr essing fiie audience. Prince 
ffacam commended the high level of per- 


formance of the Royal Air Force, especially 
in fields of maintenance and training. The 
Crown Prince spoke of challenges facing the 
region, saying Jordan’s geopolitical location 
is critical “and those of yon who Dy over 
Jordan from the north to the south in a 
matter of seconds realise that” 


Haddad Wednesday 
announced that the Aitunan- 
Naour-Dead Sea Highway will 
open to traffic Saturday. 

Work on the 41-kilometre 
highway started in 1987 at a 
cost of JD25 million, according 
to Mr. Haddad. 

Built in four stages, the high- 
way was nearly half financed 
by the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID). - 

Mr. Haddad said the (fiffh!/-. 
culties encountered. along thp 
7.6 kilometres stretch between- OI 
Naour and Adasieh contri- 
buted to the delay in fimsbing 


the road. ‘ 

He said this area suffered 
repeated landslides, but retain- 
ing walls and culverts have- 
been constructed to ensure, 
safety. 

The four-lane highway,, 
according to Mr. Haddad, eli- . 
titillated dangerous curves and 
should ease traffic especially- 
during the winter when the* 
Dead Sea- and the Jordan -VaJk. 
ley are frequented by vacation- . 
ers. The road will also facilitate* 
the transportation of produce* 
from the* Jordan . Valley to the. 
capital. 



HO 


Princess Basma pledges support to scouts movement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
Wednesday said she would do all she could to support and 
develop the Jordanian Scout Movement whose members offer 
voluntary services to the country. Princess Basma was speak- 
ing at a meeting at the Palace of Culture of A1 Hussein Youth 
City with girl guides who took part in a national charity 
campaign during Ramadan to raise funds for the needy. The 
campaign is the embodiment of the scout movement's aims 
and objectives, said the Princess. She also voiced appreciation 
to the Ministry of Education for its continued attentiveness to 
the scout movement. 

Maihas opens new health centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Abdul Rahim Maihas 
Wednesday opened A I Hashimiyah Health Centre in Jabal A1 
Qusour in Amman. The centre will offer health services to 
residents of the district and surrounding areas, estimated at 
around 20.000. At the inauguration ceremony. Dr. Maihas 
said the ministry is planning to expand the centre to meet the 
needs of the area's residents. The ministry. Dr. Maihas said, is 
studying the prospect of opening pharmacies at its comprehen- 
sive health centres and offering medicine at cost prices. 

Jordan, Oman discuss civil aviation ties 

AMMAN (Petra) — Officials from the Jordanian and Omani 
civil aviation authorities have recently discussed means of 
enhancing relations between them. The Jordanian side to the 
talks, held in Muscat and headed by Civil Aviation Authority 
Director General Ahmad Jweiber. has agreed with the Omani 
team to operate regular flights between Amman and Muscat in 
cooperation with Gulf Air. Gulf Air already operates regular 
flights between the Jordanian and Omani capitals. 

Authorities find 50 tonnes of contaminated meat 

AMMAN (Petra) — A shipment of 50 tonnes of frozen meat 
stored at the Aqaba Free Zone will either be re-exported or 
destroyed, a Health Ministry statement said Wednesday. 
Health authorities in Aqaba determined that the meat was 
contaminated . In another development the Health Depart- 
ment in east Amman Wednesday said that it had destroyed 
5.400 kilogrammes of mashed apples used for making jam and 
stored in 27 barrels. The apples were destroyed because their 
fitness date had expired. 


Overpass branch to ease traffic 
at Interior ministry interchange 


By Ella Nasrailah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Greater 
Amman Municipality plans 
to add a new segment to the 
overpass at the Ministry of 
Interior traffic circle, accord- 
ing to Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh A1 Abbadi. The plan- 
ned segment wifi start from 
the west to east direction of 
the overpass and taper off de- 
scending on to King Hussein 
Street in the direction of 
Abdali. 

According to Dr. Abbadi, 
the branch-off is necessary 
because the existing inter- 
change complex, constructed 


by an Indian company in the 
late 1980s, did little to ease 
the • congestion in that area 
especially the traffic flowing 
to and from Abdali. 

A feasibility study has been 
completed and the municipal- 
ity has invited bids, but the 
interested firms have prop- 
osed higher costs than ex- 
pected to conduct Che pro- 
ject, Dr. Abbadi told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

Therefore, the mayor said, 
the municipality is revising its 
plans and estimates before 
accepting a reasonable bid 
for the bndge segment which 
will cost at least JD 1 million. 

The Amman Municipality 


expects to announce the re- 
vised plans as well as thj 
name of contractors who will 
be carrying out the scheme in 
a few weeks, said Dr. Abba- 
di. Referring to the pedes- 
trian tunnel currently being 
dug near Jawa town between 
Amman and Madaba, Dr. 
Abbadi said at least two more 
weeks are needed to com- 
plete the 48-metre-long tun- 
nel under the Amman* 
Madaba road. 

He said the tunnel is being 
built mainly for the safety of 
school children who cross 
from one side of the town to 
the other on their way to and 
from school. 



Israeli authorities’ collaboration in massacre' 
further shocks Arab states, world — report ; 


AMMAN (Petra) — The mas- 
sacre of Muslim worshippers at 
Tbrahimi Mosque in the occu- 
pied Palestinian town of Heb- 
ron Feb. 25 has further shock- 
ed the Arab states and world 
community after facts have 
proved that rhe Israeli author- 
ities collaborated with those 
who perpetrated the crime, a 
monthly report issued by the 
Palestinian Affairs Depart- 
ment Wednesday said. 

The report said this mas- 
sacre adds to the record of 
massacres committed "by the 
Zionists in occupied Palestion. 
and this massacre in which 
scores of Palestinans were kil- 
led and hundreds wounded is 
considered one of rhe most 
terrible Israeli massacres.” 


The perpetrators of the mas- 
sacre chose Friday, the Islamic 
day of rest and worship, to kill 
as many Palestinians as they 
could while worshippers per- 
formed prayers at a place of 
great sanctity, said the report, 
which monitors Israeli settle- 
ment activities and human 
rights violations in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The collaboration of the 
Israeli authorities in the crime 
was explicit since Israeli sol- 
diers guarding the holy mosque 
were nor ar their positions be- 
fore and during the crime and 
did not carry out their duty in 
protecting the mosque and rhe 
worshippers, added the report. 
Many worshippers who 
escaped from the shooting in- 


side the mosque were killed 
outside by the Israeli soldiers.' 
said the report. 

The report added that 
although the Israeli govern- 
ment condemned the crime, its 
soldiers were shooting Palesti - 
nian civilians near Alia Hospit- 
al while it was admitting in- 
jured worshippers and "their “ 
relatives. 

The Palestinians, the report 
asserted, cannot be secure as 
long as armed settlers remaip < 
jiving in the occupied territor-” 
ies. posing n danger to the.-* 
defenceless Palestinians living- 
under occupation. 

It called on the international, - 
community to shoulder its re.-'; 
sponsibiliries and cake stands-' 
based on international charters/ 


- 

WHAT’S GOING ON 


Hie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft * ‘Installation 7 ’ respired by Azraq by artist Andreja Kultmde 
at Darat AI Funtm of the Abdul Hameed Sfcoman Foundation 
in jabal Ltnrdbdeh (7:00 p.m-9ri)0 p m-). Also showing 
“permanent” exhibition of 54 contemporary Arab artists on 
Thursday (Tel. 643251/2). 

tr Art exhibition by artists Widad Af Orfafi and Abdul Hussein 
Twafi at the Orfali Art Gallery in Urn Uthaina on Thursday 
<TeL 826932). 

☆ plastic art exhibition by several artists at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆Exhibition of Jordanian products at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of works of art by tire Arab Centre for Vocational 
Training at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Jalal Arkjat at Ab'ad Art Gallery (10:00 

aju.-OKJO pun. except Fridays). 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Fadd Mahmoud at the Alia Art 
Gallery (8:30 a.m.-2.*30 p.m.). 

☆ Exhibition of medical herbs at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre (7:00 p.m.- 
mldnight). 

☆ Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Centre 

(7 KM) p.m. -midnight). 

☆ Wood carving exhfltftion by artist Samer Ousama at the French 

Cultural Centre. 

r m 

FILMS 

it Film entitled “Honkytonk Man” at (he American Center (Hi 
Thursday 2:30 p.m. (125 minutes). 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

it Charity bazaar displaying stationery, artificial flowers, hand- 
icrafts, and clothes at the dinks compound of the Jordan 
University Hospital (10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.). 
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Faulty policy, possible plot 


INITIAL HEARINGS by the Israeli commis- 
sion established to look into the Ibrahim! 
mosque massacre confirm that at least gross 
negligence on the part of Israeli soldiers had 
enabled Baruch Goldstein to commit his 
heinous crime. This means that the Israeli army 
could have prevented the slaughter but did not 
due to a “lapse” in security arrangements for 
the mosque. “Five (soldiers) were missing,” 
Major-General Danny Yatom testified before 
the five-member inquiry commission Tuesday. 
“In retrospect,’ 9 the general went on to say, 
“my impression is the (theoretical) security 
plan provided a very good answer If it was 
executed and could have prevented the mas- 
sacre.” 

This disclosure is shocking enough. But what 
is even more shocking is the hypothesis under 
which the Israeli occupying army was conduct- 
ing its security plans. This could be found in 
Gen. Yatom’s remarks to the commission that 
his forces were “geared towards thwarting 
attacks by Arabs against Israelis, not vice 


versa.” This dangerous Israeli perspective ab- 


out security in the occupied territories is exactly 
what invited disaster. Zealous Jewish settlers, 
well-known for their hatred and hostility to- 
wards Palestinians, have been allowed to carry 
guns and ammunition even when they enter 
places of worship and this, beats -all logic, 
especially when friction between the two com- 
munities, as often reported, could always reach 
fatal proportions. Doy .Steflman, the army 
officer in charge of the security of the A1 
Ibrahimi Mosque, has confirmed to the com- 
misshm that Israeli police had received no less 
than dozens of Palestinian complaints against 
Jews causing trouble for Palestinian worship- 
pers. Yet, the Israeli commanders took no extra 
precautions and continued to harbour false 
pretenses that the armed Jewish settlers are 
under threat and not the unarmed Palestinians. 

Whether the absence of appropriate Israeli 
security arrangements is due to oversleeping by 
Israeli soldiers, as some Israeli army comman- 
ders would have ns believe, or to oversleeping 
by the entire Israeli security apparatus, the fact 
remains that Israel is responsible for what 
happened and must be made accountable for ft. 
When only one officer is found on duly, like on 
that fateful Friday, instead of the six or ten that 
were supposed to be there guarding the place, 
the question arises not only about routine 
negligence reaching preposterous proportions 
but also about the cause or causes behind this 
negligence. For one thing, it could be the result 
of a conspiracy by the army or some soldiers at 
least. Thi*- probability cannot be overlooked by 
members of the commission. For another thing, 
it is the policy that had been pursued by the 
commanders of the Israeli army of suspecting 
Arabs and not Jews that has to come under 
careful scrutiny and immediate review. That 
policy stands already to be condemned. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST IN A1 Dumout demanded (hat the Ministry 
of I- :!Jour publish the list of measures tt said it had taken to 
tusljil the presence of guest workers in the countrv. It is not 
v «'uEh that the ministry decline that itwas taking measures to 
**- •? ‘-'pew way for local workers to get employment and 
r.'.kc the place of non-Jordanian*. but the ministrv ought to 
publish these measures and take practical steps towards their 
implementation said Mohammad Daoud. The w riter said that 
.rr.rwu-n* have to learn about these measures and applv them 
-■« they have a national responsibility of employing Jordanian 
vmi the writer. We often see non- Jordanians employed 
t* it flout work permits at constriction sites, stores, gas stations 
..:id many other businesses and these are preferred bv the 
Citti'ioserv as they do extra work for the same pav. Most of 
them iise and sleep at their place of work, said the writer. Of 
vV^r.M.. this practice favours the interests of employers who 
tend to gwe quest workers preference over the Jordanian 
\-»b- seeker*, he added. The writer called on the Ministrv of 
Labour to set a minimum wage for workers so that Jordanian 
;rb-scv.*kers can choose what suits them as a way of replacing 
the non-Jordanian workers. He said that by limiting the 
n::r.i:nu:n wages, employers will be forced by law to give the 
Jordjman workers their wages in full without asking them to 
do extra work for nothing. The writer said that the Ministry of 
Labour should see to it that employers do not get away with 
iheir violations of the rule, and abide by regulations if it really 
wishes to sene the Jordanian economy and people. 



What Israel should learn 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubefa 


MANY LESSONS are to be learned from the Hebron 
massacre, by the Palestinians, by the Arabs, by the Muslims, 
by die international community (especially those countries 
which are directly concerned about the peace process in the 
Middle East), by every human rights group and every caring 
human being in the world, and (most importantly) by Israel 
itself. In what follows, I wish to focus on some of tire lessons 
that Israel must learn and act upon. 

The A1 Ibrahimi Mosque massacre is not the first chilling 
atrocity committed against helpless Palestinian civilians. In- 
evitably, it is part and parcel of the long series of acts of 
violence carried out willfully and systematically by all kinds of 
Israeli terrorist groups and by the Israeli army. But its timing is 
different. The despicably tragic act comes at a time when the 
Arabs and Israelis have. finally started to do the right thing 
(i.e. sit down and negotiate matters face to face) and when the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and Israel have 
signed what has been bailed by many as an "historic"' 
agreement and a true "breakthrough." The murderer (or 
murderers as the case most probably is) knew exactly what he 
was doing: in addition to shedding the blood and wasting the 
lives of those innocent victims and initiating a new campaign of 
terror throughout the occupied territories, he must have aimed 
to disrupt and sabotage the peace process and thus prolong the 
cycle of violence and suffering of both the Palestinian and 
Israeli peoples. Baruch Goldstein's is a well-thoughtout, 
well-executed strategic act with many purposes in mind. 

Clearly, we blame Goldstein and his possible accomplices 
for the crime. But we also blame Israel (directly and 
indirectly) almost equally. 

Certainly, not all Israelis are tike the tikes of Goldstein. We 
understand and highly appreciate the words and deeds of 
many Israelis and Jews who, since the beginning of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict, but especially in the more recent years, 
have been not only sympathetic to the Palestinian cause but in 
many ways supportive. The Israelis who went out into the 
streets in the aftermath of the massacre to protest and 
condemn it reflect an important dimension of such sympathy 
and support. And we also appreciate, to a certain extent, 
Israel’s official condemnation of the atrocity, though we 
expect it to do much more. 

But we blame Israel for not doing its share, since the 
launching of the current peace process, in clearing up the air 
among its own citizens and those of the future Palestinian state 
and the neighbouring Arab countries and in facilitating peace. 
Until now, Israel drinks and behaves tike a country which is 
stiQ at war with its neighbouring Arab states and tike a ruthless 
occupier. What has it done to show that it is a peace maker? 
Very little, too little indeed. 

In fact, through its repressive and oppressive policies, 
through the unjustifiable practices of its army and through the 
extremely dangerous and provocative presence of the fully 
armed and utterly irresponsible settlers in the West Bank and 
Gaza, Israel has been contributing actively to the escalation of 
violence in the occupied territories. One wonders if Israel truly - 
wants peace. All it has succeeded in doing, since Sept. 13, is to 
hassle Palestinian negotiators over petty little things, to 
procrastinate and to break promises and crucial deadlines. The 
Hebron massacre and die daily slaughter of Palestinian 
children and young people at the hands of the Israeli army 
come as a tragic reminder of Israel’s failure to live up to the 
expectation and challenge of being a peacemaker. Peace is not 
rhetoric; it is attitude, temperament, psychology and daily acts 
and practices. Israel has been thinking defiance, arrogance 
and war for so long that one is sceptical of its ability to 
contribute to stability and peace in the region. 

By contrast, the Arab side has done a lot since Madrid. The 
PLO, for example, has not only revoked its charter, re- 
nounced all acts of violence against Israel and opened its arms 
fully to Israel (it is. indeed noteworthy that PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat extended his hand first in wbat became a 
historic handshake at die glamourous White House peace 


ceremony) but has also immensely restructured (even Restruc- 
tured) itself to be as flexible and accommodating in tbe peace 
process as possible. 

Many in feet believe that the PLO has compromised so 
much that its whole being and existence is at stake and that it 
has changed itself so much (many speak of it as a “ghos t" 
orga ni sa ti on) that it is presently at the brink of disintegration 
and disaster ■— all for tbe sake of peace. Jordan, Syria, and 
Lebanon have also gone out of their way to try to make peace 
with Israel. Tbe only Inflexible, instransigent and violent party 
in the Middle East at this point is Israel. 

We also blame Israel, equally significantly, for its deep- 
rooted exdusivist Zionist ideology and for its extremely 
chauvinistic and exaggerated sense of its Jewishness. 

Zionism, as an ideology and as practiced in the daily lives of 
many Israelis (intellectuals, politicians, businessmen, common 
people, etc.) is still flagrantly racist. Such racism is reflected 
not Only inside the very body of Israel itself (in the relationship 
between the so-called Western and Eastern Jews, tbe white 
and black Israelis, etc.) but also, more importantly and 
tragically, in the relationship between Israel and its Arab 
inhabitants, those who have tbe Israeli citizenship and those 
who live under occupation. Their rights and lives are con- 
tinually violated and trampled upon. The reason is obvious: ’ 
Zionism, befog the racist ideology it is, views the Israeli and 


4 ‘The feet that the United Nations has 
cancelled its previous decision to con- 
demn Zionism as a racist ideology is 
meant to stress not that Israel is non- 
racist, but to encourage it not to be 
racist. As fer as we can tell, Israel has 
hardly done anything to improve its 
racist image/ 


jj 


tbe Jew as remarkably superior to the Palestinian and the 
Arab. Such ideology is unfortunate not just because it is 
degrading and erroneous but also, and this is wbat concerns us 
here, because h directly contributes to instability and violence 
— for once you view die "other" as inferior, as Israel does, 
then you give yourself the privilege of committing aO kinds of 
injustices against this "other." 

The feet that the United Nations has cancelled its previous 
decision to condemn Zionism as a racist ideology is meant to 
stress not that Israel is in feet nonracist, but to encourage it not 
to be racist. As far as we can tell, Israel has hardly done 
anything to improve its racist image. 

As for Israel’s Jewishness, we Arabs (Muslims and Christ- 
ians alike) have no trouble with it. We recognise Judaism as a 
heavenly religion, and we recognise the rights of the Jews to 
worship peacefully and freely. We believe in Abraham, Jacob. 
Issac, Ismael, Joseph, Moses, David and Solomon. Simul- 
taneously, however, we believe in our -right (Muslims and 
Ch ri stia n s) to pray and worship peacefully and freely. Unfor- 
tunately, many orthodox and non-orthodox Jews (with the 
encouragement of the Israeli Government) seem to have no 
respect whatsoever to such right. They seem to think that all of 
the holy lands belong to them. This Is not only selfish but also, 
as tfre Goldstein terrorist act has shown, extremely dangerous 
and unacceptable. What has Israel done, what is it planning to 
do, by way of insuring respect and protection for Muslim and 
Christian worshippers? 

Israel has a lot to learn and a lot to do to demonstrate to ns, 
to tbe world, and to itself and, tp convince ns, tbe world and 
itself that it truly wants peace. 


Tbe writer fas professor of American Literature at Yartnouk 
Uni malty. 
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By Autbony Lewis 


LONDON — "The road to 
any solution in Bosnia now 
runs through Moscow." A 
senior diplomat in London 
thus summed up the dramati- 
cally changed landscape 
feced by Western govern- 
ments trying to design an end 
to the Bosnian conflict. 

When Russia intervened 
recently offering a hand to 
tbe Serbs, it became an 
essential player in tbe di- 
plomatic game, with Boris 
Yeltsin personally involved. 
That sharply limits what the 
United States and the Euro- 
peans can do on their own. 
But it also offers an urgent 
opportunity for Russian- 
American action. 

An example of the new 
restraints os die West is tbe 
outlook for further NATO 
air strike threats, like tbe one 
that helped move Serbian 
pins back 'from Sarajevo. 
Their purpose might be to 
end the Serbian shelling Of 
other Bosnian government 
enclaves, to reopen the Tuzla 
airport or to stop military 
traffic from Serbia and 
Croatia. 

But now that Russia is in- 
volved, can such NATO air 


The Russian dimension 
in the Bosnian conflict 


action be a serious possibil- 
ity? NATO members are 
highly unlikely to want to risk 
an even more dangerous con- 
flict And threats that will not 
be carried our are worse than 
useless. 

The irony is that, in the 
events of the last two weeks, 
tire Serbs have ended up win- 
ners. Tbe Bosnian govern- 
ment hoped that it was finally 
getting a protective arm from 
NATO, but tbe symbolic pro* 
teetkm that Russia has ex- 
tended to tbe Serbs is more 
meaningful. 

The changed situation 
most significantly affects the 
sine qua non of any overall 
peace settlement achieved by 
territorial division of Bosnia: 
g ett in g the Serbs to withdraw 
from enough of the territory 
they have seized — 70 per 
cent of tbe country — to 
make possible a viable if 
rump Bosnia. 

The United States has 
mediated a political plan for a 
Bosaian-Croatian confedera- 
tion. 

If tbe Bosnian -Croatian 


plan succeeds, there will still 
be die terrible problem of the 
Bosnian government en- 
claves in the east and west. 
No Bosnian state would be 
viable, or its borders peace- 
ful, if some of its territory 
consisted of islands sur- 
rounded by hostile Serbian 
forces. 

Diplomats have hoped that 
Bosnian Serb leaders would 
give up enough land to link 
the government territories. 
But bow can tbe Serbs be 
persuaded to do that if Russia 
is effectively protecting them 
from Western pressure? The 
answer can now probably lie 
only in agreement between 
tbe Yeltsin government and 
the West. And "the "West" 
really means the United 
States, because Bosnia has 
shown again how dependent 
the Europeans are on U.S. 
leadership. 

It is a strange situation. 
Here s a Russian stale in 
desperate economic and poli- 
tical trouble, its president on- 
able to prevent a grant of 
amnesty to men who tried to 


overthrow him. Yet that Rus- 
sia is in a position to help 
shape, or block, any resolu- 
tion of the Bosnian conflict. 

If there is to be a peace 
that has a chance of bolding, 
Washington and Moscow 
have to agree broadly on the 
terms. Then the United 
States would have to sen 
them to the Bosnian govern- 
ment, Russia to tbe Serbs. 


Such a joint demarche is 
tire new opportunity , and it is 
a serious one. In the past, 
Russian diplomats have been 
cooperative and well in- 
formed on the Bosnian situa- 
tion. President Yeltsin’s call 
for a Moscow conference on 
Bosnia, which has drawn a 
lukewarm Western response, 
might in feet have possibili- 
ties. The risk is that domestic 
political pressure on Mr. 
Yeltsin — - from the rise of 
Slav nationalism — may now 
make him lean too fer to- 
wards tire Serbs. But Presi- 
dent B31 Cfinton would have 
some leverage to produce a 
modestly decent result for the 
Bosnian victims. 

Sanctions on Serbia are a 
powerful lever. 


Tbe New York Times 



Oslo 

for early discussion 

of settlements 


By Michael Jansen 


The Arabs, and in 
the PLO. are about to lose by 
default their campaign er 
early discussion of the megai 
Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories ana tne 
threat these settlements pose 
to the security of the indige- 
nous Palestinian population. 

Tins is because the Arabs 
and tbe PLO have not read 
the Oslo agreement which 
stipulates in the article enti- 
tled “Transitional period and 
permanent status negotia- 
tions” (paragraph 2): 
“Permanent status negotia- 
tions will commence as soon 
as possible, but not later than 
tbe beginning of the third 
year of the interim period... 
(paragraph 3). It is under- 
stood that these negotiations 
shall cover.. Jerusalem, reg- 
ugees, settlements...” 

Although these paragraphs 
occur in Article V which 
deals with the transitional 
period, there is nothing, in 
that article which relegates 
discussion of any of tbe 
permanent status items until 
after the transitional period 
begins. If that bad been tbe 
intention of tire two sides this 
would have been explicit in 
the text. Therefore, tbe 
Arabs and tbeJ'LO* can de-. 
man d immediate and urgent 
negotiations on settlements 
and the other items listed as 
“permanent status” issues 
without chang in g one comma 
in tbe Oslo accord. Indeed, 
tbe PLO and tbe Arabs can 
rely on tbe accord to make 
such a demand. 

Israel has misinterpreted 
this very explicit paragraph as 
meaning that negotiations on 
permanent status wflj not be- 
gin before “tbe beginning of 
tbe third year of tile interim 
period.” And have used this 
misinterpretation to justify 
tireir refusal to discuss settle- 
ments at this critical juncture. 

And instead of referring to 


this misinterpretation and de- 
manding urgent discussion On 
the basis of wbat is actually, 
written in the Oslo accord to 
vhich Israel is bound by its 
signature, Palestinian politi- 
cians in die PLO and outside 

have demanded renegotia- 
tion" of tbe accord or that 
an exception be made for* 
negotiations on settlements. 

Such “renegotiation or ex- 
cepting is not necessary. AU 
the Arabs and the PLO need 

do is demand urgent consid- 
eration of settlements be- 
cause of the security threat 
they pose, consideration 


“(T)he Arabs and 
the PLO can de- 
mand immediate 
and urgent nego- 
tiations on settle- 
ments ... without 
changing one com- 
ma in the Oslo 
accord.” 


which would be in .imple- 
mentation of the tends of the 
Oslo accord. 

The Israeli misinterpreta- 
tion has fooled not only the 
Arabs, the PLO and the in- 
ternational community but 
also the extremist settlers in 
the occupied territories. They 
continue to act as arrogantly 
and violently towards the 
Palestinian inhabitants of the 
territories as before the sign- 
ing of the acooid in the belief 
dial the Israeli government 
will not act against them or 
decide their fete before two 
to five years after the begin- 
ning of the transitional period 
of self-rule for the Palesti- 
nians. And they could be 
right if the world, tbe Arabs 
and the PLO continue to 
ignore the terms of the Oslo 
accord and allow Israel’s mis- 
interpretation to stand. 


Mexican rebels wary: 
of government efforts 


By Eduardo Kragdimd 

Reuter 


SAN MIGUEL, Mexico — 
Maya Indian rebels who took 
up arms in the southern Mex- 
ican state of Chiapas appear 
leery of the promises made 
by government envoys last 
week during peace talks 
lellir 


optimistic predictions made 
by government officials and 
catholic clerics mediating the 
conflict. 

Before leaving San Cris- 
tobal de Las Casas, the site of 
the first round of pe^ce talks. 


— the rebel spokesman 
known only as Marcos told 


aimed at quelling the upris- 
ing. 

Reporters who were this 
week scheduled to accom- 
pany rebel leaders into Maya 
communities to watch the In- 
dians debate tbe proposals 
were told the trip would be 
delayed as Zapatista guerril- 
las were still debating the 
promises among themselves. 

“The committees (which 
direct the Zapatista move- 
ment) have convened and are 
still analysing the federal gov- 
ernment’s TWnftow” fQ tjig 


ernment s response 
Zapatistas’ demands. The 


Zapatista National Libera- 
tion Army told the reporters 
in a communique. 

The guerrillas have out- 
fined a broad list of demands, 
ranging from free and fair 
national elections to more 
hospitals and better services 
for Indian communities and 
more respect for Mexico’s 
indigenous people. 

“They always make prom- 
ises that they don’t fulfil,” 
said one of the guerrillas in 
San Miguel, a town on the 
edge of the rebel-held Lacan- 
don jungle. 

“We don’t want to be che- 
ated again. That’s why we’ve 
taken up arms and why we’re 
not turning them in.” the 
guerrilla told Reuters. 

The Mexican government 
says 145 people were killed in 

S nnX I anu ^Y ^er some 
2,000 Zapatistas descended 

u Ashland stron- 

gholds and seized around a 
doren cbiapas towns. 

The rebels would not tell 
reporters which elements in 
“f 8°ven] meat’s response 
were carang difficultitS; 

. ® u f f e rebels had pre- 
viously hinted ir would not be 

easy to resolve the conflict 
contradicting so me o{ " g 


reporters: “The govern- 
ment’s response is just a pile 
of papers, and these papers 
can t heal you. They can’t 
nourish you or teach you or 
give you democracy.” 

Political analysts say some 
of the rebels' demands would 
require a near-total upheaval 
of the political systems in 
Mexico, ruled by one party 
since 1929, and in Chiapas, a 
state with a long tradition of 
repressing and exploiting its 
approximately 1 million Indi- 
ans descended from the great 
pre-Columbian Maya civilisa- 
tion. 

Peace envoy Manuel 
Camacho Solis and church 
mediators say the language 
difficulty has complicated 
efforts to find a solution to 
the conflict. 

Although the govern- 
ments response to guerrilla 
demands was translated from 
foe Spanish into the Mayan 
dialects of Tzeltal. Tzotzil 
Tojolaba] and Choi, the 
translations are inexact. 

Many of the Indian lan- 
guages have no word for ab- 
stract concepts. A priest who 
worked for 12 years in the 
explained 

that the nearest translation to 
the word ‘justice” would be 

Maf Cager 8 '' “ ^ 

No date has been set for 

£fks second round of I*** 

wMrh’i? the S° ver ™ent, 
ea S er 10 have the 
arafbet resolved before the 
presidential elec- 

& rcbeb are ,n no 

«« rushed. We 
J™. “ stud y 211 of this very 
° u . Of rcS 
cannot allow 


told Rem “4 ,n San Mi « uel 


ave water.... even 

drop counts! 
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RCC undergoes a revolutionary change 


By MMohammad Mashargah 

Until recently, the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) has 
catered to the needs of the elite of the foreign community 
in Jordan who enjoyed its cultural and artistic activities 
alonf with a few Jordanians whose attendance was merely 
meait to re -assert tbeir fine social status. 

Following the birth of democracy and its openness which 
started in 1989 , a revolutionary change took place in the 
RCC, affecting social life in Jordan. - 

pie centre developed into a cultural production unit 
after having served for years as an arena for displaying 
shides of culture. It is crystalising pioneering ideas and 
rearing them until they flourish and spread across -the 
country. 

Take for instance the National Ballet Troupe, set up by 
the RCC , which faced strong criticism from conservatives. 
TT&e RCC also embraced the Amman Orchestra Players 
fjroup, the Oriental Culture Group and the Energetic 
Young Theatre Group. 

' Indeed , ! the RCC's management is democratically- 
oriented, supporting the ideas of pluralism , says Iyad 
■ Oar tan, the centre's liberal-minded and highly-cultured 
director. In bis view democracy in culture implies opening 
the door to all talented and creative-minded citizens to 
project their potentials and skills at the RCC where the 
audience can be the judge of their work. 

Cerrito intellectuals, who believe art is for the elite, only 
level criticism at the RCC management for opening its 
doors before all Jordanian artists without discrimination of 
interference, says Qattan. “We do not assume the role of 
critics or judges appreciating what is being presented, nor 
do we leave the arena for the benefit of a tiny group of 
artists or intellectuals to control the process of assessing the 
performances and impose their own views and tastes on 
others. ” 

Reflecting the RCC's democracy and cultural strategy, 
Qattan says: ‘Tens of plastic artists, theatre-lovers and 
playwrights, as well as numerous charity organisations and 
even housewives have benefited by the RCC's almost free 


services. 

“It is to be noted that some artists and literary men who 
are well-known today had made their debut at the RCC, " 
adds Qattan. 

Among those famous people were the so-called “Ajras" 
(Bells) poetry group who introduced fine and well-known 
poets (Wee Ali AI Amiri and Basel Rafa ’>) to the Jordanian 
community, said Qattan. 

Qattan thinks the RCC is capable of adopting various 
-other creative works — a potential which other public and 
private forums lack. 

But he says the RCC's significance far exceeds the role of 
paving the way for cultural or artistic initiatives because it 
also serves as an arena for intellectuals jtc bold dialogues on 
various subjects and ideologies . including those that have 
been banned m Jordan. 

He says the RCC has also a responsibility to enhance 
democratic behaviour and political pluralism in the coun- 
try, as well as promote respect for other views, co-existence 
of ideologies and other related missions because this is part 
of the cultural task entrusted to it. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

During die current holy month of Ramadan, the RCC 
initiated an activity called “ Okaz Cultural Forum " during 
which it hosted such activities as poetry reading, plays, 
paintings and lectures. 

Mohammad Awad, supervisor of the RCC's cultural 
affairs, says that the Okaz idea was derived from the 
ancient Arab heritage. In the old days people used to 
gather in the markets not only for trade but also for open 
sessions of literary criticism. 

“At the RCC. we have tried to propagate and spread an 
atmosphere of joy for the people of Amman, a city reeling 
under the heavy weight of concerns and daily worries and 
pressures, and have created an open forum for the 
Jordanian artists to achieve that goal." notes Awad. 

The Forum hosted two plays, two festivals one for poetry 


and another for oriental music, and a book exhibition. 

“We had wished to see the forum develop into some sort 
of a Ramadan open festival for all kinds of art and creative 
work as well as intellectual debates, but financial and 
administrative constraints rendered this idea inapplicable 
he adds. 

Despite its independent decisions in matters related to 
culture and art, the RCC is formally affiliated to and abides 
by the rules and regulations set by the Ministry of Culture 
and therefore the RCC must adhere to the administrative 
and financial regulations and the ministry's budget ear- 
marked for cultural activities. 

This amounts to less than JD1 million annually, spent 
mostly on building facilities and staff salaries. Allocations 
are made also for publishing four modest cultural periodic- 
als with poor contents and circulation. 

This policy has deprived the country of meaningful 
national theatre work and failed to support successful 
classical or Oriental music groups. 

The financial constraint facing the ministry and the RCC 
has prompted intellectuals, artists and businessmen to call 
for comprehensive cultural development programmes and 
moved artists and others to setting up private theatres and 
galleries. 

Qattan is, however, opposed to the private sector 
controlling culture because he says their work is being 
executed for sheer profit and so financial means is the 
decisive element in determining the quality of production 
and the kind of groups which benefit from the cultural and 
artistic activities. 

“At present, my main concern is to set up semi-RCC 
centres in the govemorates and I have already submitted 
proposals to implement this idea to the concerned author- 
ities." says Qattan. “One can not discuss a comprehensive 
cultural development in the country without laying the 
basic infrastructure, like creating halls, management, 
equipment and related technical requirements." 

He says these are basic elements to achieve a real 
distribution of culture throughout the country and not to 
leave Amman with the lion's share. 


J Dorian Benkofi 
Associated Press 
YORK ; — Teenagers 
jeans, sneakers and 
sweatshirts grab books from 
their orange-painted metal 
Iocters and dash off to 
c/ass. Others playfully slap 
and shove, and chase each 
other down the hallway. 

The mix of Aces, skin 
colours and body sizes — 
and the horseplay — could 
be seen at almost any New 
Yofk City public school. 
Bit stop and listen and 
ydi’ll find out why?. this 
school is special. 

fJaney Shek andfDavid 
Wong, both 18-year-old 
npng Kong natives, are 
efatting in Cantonese about 
how to lay out an upcoming 
Chinese-English Club bulle- 
tin. Other students con- 
verse in Arabic, Portuguese 
or Thai. 

Every student, it seems, 
has at least some difficulty 
with English. 

And no wonder. The In- 
ternational High School 
admits only those who have 
lived in America fewer than 
four years and who scored 
in the lowest 20 per cent on 
an English proficiency test. 

The school's students, 
from 60 countries, speak 42 
languages. 

Around the comer from 
Janey and David, students 
scream in their various ton- 


From loneliness to dreams — 
high school for immigrants 


gues as they swing from the 
gymnasium's ceiling during 
a rope-climbing lesson. 

When Derek Fimiarz, a 
16-year-old Polish boy, 
jokes to a compatriot about 


dents has at least two who 
speak the same native ton- 
gue — or the nearest possi- 
ble equivalent. The stu- 
dents learn English from 
each other as much as from 
teachers and remedial 
classes. 


such as “structures, "“Amer- 
ica n dream" or “motion." 
The idea is to have a uni- 
fying thread so vocabulary 
and concepts learned in one 
class can be reinforced in 
the next. 

Motion students, for ex - 


nervously from four metres 
overhead: * Tm trying my 
life depends on you. ■ 

Sara Siddiqui, 14, ■ Of " 
Bangladesh has picked up 
some Polish , she says, by 
being around Fimiarz and 
bis three Polish buddies this 
trimester. They're all part 
of a group of 24 students 
who are spending the term 
together. 

In physics lab, too. they 
support' each other. One 
boy from Ecuador trans- 
lates for a friend from 
Nicaragua. Srithirath and 
Vieutsamay Vanvilay, sis- 
ters from Laos aged 16 and 
14, respectively , shyly gig- 
gle, and struggle to answer 
questions. They have been 
m New York only five 
months. 

Instead of sitting in lec- 
tures, students ~7ace each 
other and share notes and 
ideas. Each group of stu - 


teacner is doing all ot tne 
talking, the 'teacher is get- 
ting all of the practice 
says principal Eric Nadelst - 
em w his basement office. 

The students' dreams are 
as diverse as they are. Sara 
Siddiqui . her, dark eyes 

shining, smiles and says she 
plans to be the first from the 
school at Harvard. 

Qing Chen, 19, stands idly 
strumming his leather jack- 
et and off-handedfy says 
be f s not sure he'll become 
an American citizen. “ Chi- 
na is developing so fast" 
and he wants to go where- 
ver he “can make money," 
be says. 

Each group of 23 or 24 
students is a mix of ages, 
grade levels and skills. For a 
trimester they take three or 
four classes that are 
grouped under a theme.- 


physics' 


r climb- 


ing in physical education. 

Central and. South Amer- 
icans make up about 38-per 
cent of the school's 470 
pupils. Students from Asia 
make up the second-largest 
group at about 20 per cent. 
The number of Eastern 
Europeans, now near 20 per 
cent, is expected to rise, 
especially from Bosnia. 

As recent immigrants, 
students’ adolescent diffi- 
culties are often compound- 
ed. Many compiain of 
loneliness. “They leave 
their families. They leave 
their friends and everything 
they knew," says Betty 
Frank , 25, a physics teacher 
and herself an immigrant 
from India. 

The school's three gui- 
dance counselors help with 


visas . with getting proof of 
age from war-tom coun- 
tries. with how to survive 
with one or both parents 
still overseas. 

More than 92 per cent of 
the students get credits 
from Laguardia Community 
College, with • which the - 
- scboqj shares a campus. Ev- ■ 
ery year' more than, 90 per 
" ce«r of' IntematibTffl]' High * 
School graduates go on to 
college . 

An air of optimism per- 
vades the school’s near- 
spotless hallways. There are 
no metal defectors to scan 
for hidden guns or knives. 
Colourful student ait dots 
the walls. A magazine rack 
holds student Bulletins in 
Arabic. Russian, Chinese , 
Spanish and more. 

The school, in the 
Borough of Queens, feds 
more intimate than typical 
New York high schools, 
which have as- many as 
4.000 students. To stretch 
funds , the school budgets 
for teachers rather than 
administration. It also saves 
money by sharing fadfities 
and staff with the college , 
and it receives financial 


grants. 

Many teachers seem 
motivated to give more of 
their time to students than 
required by contract. They 
participate ' in administrative 
dedsions such as whom to 
hire and how to use the 
budget. 

A second International 
High School opened in 
Manhattan's Chinatown last 
September with 75 stu- 
dents, and a third is planned 
for the Borough of Brook- 
lyn next autumn. " < 

- -The' international' High 
School . I'Qiieens opened in 
-j?&5 with 56 students.- 
‘ Oh a recent Monday. 
Marjan Makatan, an alum- 
na of tt. school’s first gra- 
duating class in 1989, stop- 
ped by. Before she joined 
the school, she and her 
mother fled Iran after con- 
vincing emigration author- 
ities they were Muslim by 
wearing' chadors and rent- 
ing parts of the Koran. 

Now a graduate of Bran- 
ded University, Makatan 
says she is applying to 
medical school. 

“It used to take three 
generations before mem- 
bers of a particular family 
could fully panidpate in the 
American dream," says 
Nadelstem, the principal. 
“The challenge before us 
now is to collapse all of that 
into a single generation." 
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Once portrayed as western problem, 
drug trade booms in Russia 


By Andrei Khalip 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — The deaf- 
mute outside Moscow's 
crowded Byelorussky Rail- 
way Station who raises his 
fingers to biis lips in a “V" 
might simply be asking for a 
cigarette. 

But those familiar with 

Moscow underground life 
know thd real meaning. 

The station, packed day 
and night with commuters, 
long-distance travellers, 
beggars and invalids, is a 
centre of Moscow's 
flourishing drugs trade. Its 
small group of mutes are 
among the biggest dealers. 

“ Marijuana , opium, 
hashish — they have any- 
thing you need to get 
stoned. Prices are high , but 
the stuff' is always avail- 
able." said Alexei, a 20- 
year-old Moscow Universi- 
ty student . 

Drugs were strictly for- 
bidden in the Soviet era. 
when they were described 
in official propaganda as a 
scourge of the capitalist 


West. Now they are recog- 
nised as a problem in Rus- 
sia. 

Officials counted 53.000 
drug-related crimes in Rus- 
sia in 1993, up from 29.000 
in 1992 and 16,000 in 1985. 

* ‘A ddiction disappears 
under totalitarian rule," 
said Arkady Kuznetsov ; 
head of the Interior Minis- 
try's Anti-Drugs Depart- 
ment. 

“Hitler, Stalin and Mus- 
solini annihilated drug- 
taking by sending ail drug 
dealers to jail. Now it is 
everywhere. " 

Mr. Kuznetsov said the 
scale of drug abuse in Rus- 
sia could not be compared 
to that in the West but it 
was a serious problem. 

“It’s no wonder. Around 
one million hectares (2.471 
million acres) of land in 
Russia are covered with 
wild cannabis , and one hec- 
tare ' (2.471 acres) yields 
around one tonne of hash- 
ish. The calculations are 
very simple," he said. 

Almost half the cannabis 
and opium available . in 


Moscow comes from the 
former Soviet republics of 
Georgia, Ukraine, Tajikis- 
tan. Kazakhstan and Azer- 
baijan. 

Mr. Kuznetsov said Russia 
was the only country in the 
world where ■ consumption 
of drugs — as opposed to 
selling them — was not a 
criminal offence. President 
Boris Yeltsin lifted a ban on 
drug consumption in 
1991. 

A poll published two 
years ago by the Education 
Ministry showed ].' million 
of Russia's 150 million 
population were taking 
.drugs. 

“I do nor believe these 
figures too much. " Mr. 
Kuznetsov said. “Twoyeais 
ago people were too afraid 
of saying they had ever tried 
the stun. Besides, the num- 
ber of addicts has grown 
considerably over two 
years." he added. 

"Moscow has become 
quite a cool place. Every- 
thing you ever heard about 
is on sale here — LSD. 
crack, heroin and even 
magic mushrooms," said 


Dmitry. 26. a bearded pain- 
ter. • 

Opium is sold in straw 
form which can be boiled in 
acetone to create a heroin- 
like substance which users 
inject. 

“Russia has always been 
a special country and it has 
specialities in the field of 
drug production. " said Mr. 
Kuznetsov. “The most 
dangerous are synthetic 
drugs , like Trimethylfento- 
nil. a synthetic heroin." 

He said many Russian 
chemists , unemployed or- 
struggling to survive on 
30.000 roubles ($20) per 
month, were involved in 
underground production of 
synthetic drugs to make 
ends meet. “ Many of them 
have bright brains, so they 
use them. " 

Synthetic heroin is called 
"glass" in street slang, be- 
cause one of its chemical 
components is used in 
armoured glass. 

Mr. Kuznersov said only 
two countries — the United 
States and Russia — were 
producing this “second gen- 
eration" drug. 


Five grams of “glass", 
dissolved in 10 litres ( two 
gallons) of water, is enough 
for 2.000 fixes. 

The Interior Ministry also 
has to combat Russia's new. 
wealthy drug-using elite. 

“They are mostly pop 
stars, people in the arts and 
businessmen. They have 
. plenty of dough but nothing 
to do (so they) just look for 
some new entertainment." 
said Mr. Kuznetsov. 

Mafia-like criminal gangs 
run the lucrative business of 
drug distribution. They are 
well organised n rd uften 
outgun demoralised In- 
terior Ministry troops. 

They charge high prices. 
A gram of Colombian 
cocaine may cost up to 
5500 , well above the New 
York price, which Mr. Kuz- 
netsov put at between $30 
and $40. Few Russians can 
afford it. 

"If you don't have 
enough money you stick to 
dirty syringes and boil 
opium straws in acetone 
like those hippies do. 1 pre- 
fer getting high once in a 
while cocaine or crack. It 


costs a lot but it's worth it. " 
said one music producer. 

Official crackdowns focus 
on rwo annual military-style 
operations to hunt for fields 
and illicit pharmacies and 
laboratories. 

Mr. Kuznetsov said drug 
smuggling rings were using 
Russia as a supply route to 
European countries, raking 
advantage of a lax criminal 
code, corrupt customs offi- 
cials and permeable borders 
with ex-Soviet neighbours. 

Last year Russian police 
seized about one tonne of 
cocaine packed inside cans 
labelled “ meat and pota- 
toes" from Colombia. 

Mr. Kuznetsov said it was 
destined for Western 
Europe, where it would 
have a street value of about 
$200 million, making it the 
largest cocaine haul ever 
intercepted in Europe. 

“I doubt there will be a 
lot of drug sales in Russia in 
the next 10 or 15 years, bur 
the country is becoming a 
transit point for world traf- 
ficking. " Mr. Kuznetsov 
said. 


Bahrain Through The Ages: The History 

Edited by Shaikh Abdullah Ibn KhalidAI Khalifa and 
Michael Rice 

Kegan Paul International, London 1993, £95 

This expensive volume , which is the com;' •onion of 
Bahrain Through The Ages: The Arthaeofog' . compris- 
es papers delivered at the historical confc once con- 
vened by the Bahraini government in 1983 » marl: the 
200th anniversary of the arrival in Bahrain of the ruling 
family, AI Khalifa, and i:: supporters. 

Given the rapid progress of current resea : .* into the 
history of the Gulf and the astonishing that this 
publication took ten years to produce, . is hardly 
surprising that some papers are now out ofdai s — a fact 
particularly aggravating to those contributor: who were 
given no chance to revise their work. Sc- ura/ other 
papers are already familiar, having appea ed in the 
journal of Bahrain’s Centre of Documentation, AJ 
Wathiqa. > 

More regrettably, this book bears out the . nris-ii that j 
academic work can never be wholly valid where ; 
censorship, no matter how reluctant and discreet , is 
exercised. Several authorities on Gulf history were | 
judged unsuitable to participate in the conference; and, i 
as the Bahraini minister of information, Tariq AJ { 
Mu’ayyad, admits in bis introduction, those who did j 
participate were asked "to avoid materia/... which \ 
represented seriously contested views on recent political j 
history”. One important paper — by Dr. Hopwood of :■ 
St. Antony's College , Oxford — was axed in toto j 
because it offended certain individuals in Saudi Arabia. 

And yet, despite all the odds, this work has managed j 
to emerge as an impressive-looking volume containing j 
several interesting papers by leading scholars. Proc- j 
burned by the publisher as “ a conspectus of current : 
scholarship on the Stare's history ”, topics range from \ 
Gulf navigation, postal services and Anglo-American I 
rivalry to the role of the Portuguese, commerce and j 
coinage and mediaeval trade relations with Iraq. Two ■ 
notable papers by Dr. BJ. Slot of the Dutch State 
Archives in The Hague and Penelope Tuson of the India 
Office Records in London, point to promising areas for 
future research within their own archives. } 

Particularly we/come are papers by two members of ! 
the Khalifa family — Khalid Khalifa AI Khalifa and ; 
Shaikh Abdullah Khalid AI Khalifa. Their participation j 
in the conference and interest in the publication of its 
proceedin gs, to gether with the completion of Bahrain’s ! 
superb National Museup in 1988^ highlight the emi- j 
rate's appreciation' importance and steer enjoy- { 
merit of exploiinglftfc region's rich hjstory from the ' 
pre-lslamic era through the time of the Prophet , the ; 
Islamic empires and the British period to the present j 
day — Middle East International. 

Abu i Kush j 
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The Arab Minority In Israel, 1967-1991: 
Political Aspects 

By Jacob M. Landau 

Clarendon Press, Oxford, England 1993, £27.50 

An Israeli Arab once remarked that “ being an Arab in 
Israel means feeling that one is a stranger in one's own 
country”. Arabs, comprising nearly 20 per cent of 
Israel's population, lived under military administration 
until 1966. Today, they still face economic discrimina- 
tion , land expropriations and neglect by government. 
Yet, although they remain second-class citizens, Arab 
subjects of Israel have made economic and political 
gains which outstrip the achievements of many of their 
brethren in Arab countries. 

Landau's study of the Arab minority in Israel is . a 
meticulously documented book which relies extensively 
on Arabic and Hebrew sources, analysing the myriad 
transformations that have occurred since the 1967 war. 
The conflict had an indelible impact on Israeli Arab 
society and reestablished cultural, economic and politic- 
al links severed in 1948. 

Arab political organisations within Israel which have 
supported the Palestinian movement include AI Ard 
and Abna AI Balad. Other groups, like the National 
Committee for the Defence of the Land , were in- 
strumental in mobilising the population for Land Day in 
1976. Formal political parties advocating Palestinian 
rights have included the Communists and the Progres- 
sive List for Peace. Arab voter participation in Knesset 
elections has usually matched , and often exceeded, 
Jewish participation. 

Landau concludes that there has been a “ Palestinisa - 
tii on” of Israeli Arab society since 1967 . with more 
Arabs asserting their Palestinian identify after the 
outbreak of the intifada. Yet Arab identity in Israel 
remains ambiguous. The majority of Arabs seem to 
support the creation of an independent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel But very few would leave their homes 
in Israel to live there. 

Readers may criticise Landau's book fpr 
.whitewashing Israeli history. For instance, when discus- 
sing the confiscation of Arab agricultural lands, fjbe 
author comments in a footnote that “there were soipe 
instances in which Arabs who had left their viiiag^s, 
during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, were not allowed \to 
return”. Despite such historical understatement , Land- 
au has produced an articulate , comprehensive account 
of the increasingly politicised Arab minority in Israel ! — 
Middle East International. I 

Lawrence TaS 
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Dial-a-letter 


By Jman-CIaude Ellas 

! The Fox-Modem if an often neglected computer device. 

\ Considering its relatively low cost, its ease of use and small 
| size, one might ask wAy isn't it a standard item on all 
i persona! computers (PC) and has rather been classified as a 
| luxury option. 

Vi 'hat can a Fax-Modem do for you? It is in fact two 
devices in one — you might have guessed — a fax and a 
Modem. On regular size, desk top PCs. it usually comes as 
a small electronic board that plugs inside one of the 
computer's empty slots. It can also be an external box that 
connects through the computer's serial or parallel ports, or 
a pocket-sire box one can use with notebooks computers. 

A standard telephone wire with regular plugs goes from 
the Fax-Modem inside the PC to the telephone line. The 
connection is a one minute operation and doesn't take a 
technician or a specialist to do. provided of course, your 
supplier did give you the right wire and plugs. 

The Fax ?arr is extremely simple to operate. Most of the 
neu mode!: have an intuitive menu-styled operation, easy 
to folio h 2' 'me versions work from within the Windows 
environment making it even easier to all familiar with the 
mouse operation. Once the system set. you can type a text 
with .1 word processing programme, dial a fax number on 
the comp icr keyboard and transmit the text to your 
correspond *7t. You can also transmit drawings or graphs 
created wi h your PC. in a similar way. 

The qui tity of computer transmitted faxes is much 
superior to those transmitted from an ordinary , dedicated 
fax machir. It honours the original Latin name. “fac 
simile. " wh ch means "exact copy. " This is because the PC 
transmitted document, whether text or image, is sent 
directly f oin t he computer, in a digital format, and doesn 'f 
have to be scanned by the fax machine. The scanning in a 
fax machine is similar to photocopying and can introduce 
blurs, distortion and unwanted black stripes. 

Sat u rally the PC fax can also receive faxes. These can be 
visualised on the screen or printed out on hard copy. Both 
outgoing and incoming messages are stored on the hard 
disk of the computer in the form of files. 

The trade-off (PC fax versus dedicated fax machine) is 
that you cannot send a document you already have on hard 


chip talk 



copy — a letter, a commercial brochure, a personal 
photograph . ere ... For this you would need a PC scanner 
which would make the whole operation more expensive 
and certainly more complicated. 

The Modem, an acronym for Modulator-DEModulator. 
works differently. It is used to transmit and receive 
computer data that is not necessarily in a fax format. You 
can communicate with your correspondent, even have a 
dialogue, send (upload) programmes, receive (download) 
programmes. Via Modems, computers that are thousand of 
miles a part can work as if in the same room, sharing data, 
files instantly. 

Though processing slightly different data formats, both 
the PC fax and the Modem are based on the same data 
transmission principle over regular telephone lines. If 
shopping for such a device, make sure it can handle high 
speed transmission rates. The rate is expressed in Baud 
(from the French inventor of the code . J.M.E. Baudot ). or 
pulses per second. 1200 bauds is slow, 4800 average and 
9600 bauds is fast. There are AigAer rates, but they are not 
supported on all telephone networks. 

Though higher baud rate will save your money by cutting 
your telephone bill, lower baud rates will ensure perfect 
transmission and will avoid errors and dropouts. A 
reasonable compromise is the 4800 baud rate. 

With marker prices ranging from JD150 to JD300 for 
consumer models, the Fax-Modem should become stan- 
dard equipment on PCs and not remain an expensive 
option. Especially since local authorities, at first reluctant, 
have allowed the product in Jordan. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By MoAammad A_ Shuqair 


AMAZING FACTS 


Some species of bamboo, a giant perennial grass . 
bloom only once every 120 years. 

More than 90 per cent of flowers have either an 
unpleasant odour or none at all. 

A •' curtain lecture “ is a private scolding received 
h\ a husband from his wife. 

The capsicum hot pepper is the hottest of all 
spices. 

Theodore Roosevelt was the only president of the 
United Stales who was not sworn in on a Bible. 


LET'S LEARN ARABIC 

— Trust me! Saddikni! 

— Don 7 do that again. 

La tmTal zalek marratan thaniya. 

— Don 7 disappoint me. sweety. 

La tokbayyebi zanni ya habeebati. 

— HI tell you all about it. Sa ' okbbiraka bikolli shayy. 

— You ’ll have a nice gift. Satahsoi ala hadiya latifa. 

— You 7/ pay dearly for that. 

Salad fa al-thaman galiyan. 

— Won 7 you ha\ c something to drink. 

Ata toreed ann tashrab shay 'an? 

— / wish you would come with us. 

Awaddo ann ta'ti ma’ana. 

— I 'd rather stay at home. Offaddi! al-bakna HI bavt. 

— Wc ‘II alw ays remember your kindness. 

Saw fa natazakkar da'iman ma'roofak. 

— / can 7 beliex e it. La osaddik zalek. 

-- l \w you go c me a hand? 

Hal yomkinoka musa’adati? 

— / can 7 imagine that. 

La yomkinoni ann atasawwar zalek. 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

L OSPP.RlzSCE: A business or professional confer- 
ence predicts profitable news: j 
pitlitical conference indicates in- 
creasing rcsptinsibilities: a spiritual 
or religious conference augurs a 
rise in social status. 

DHL MS. Jo hear drums in your dream forecasts 
gre.iT success and to play them yourself 
signifies great joy. 

/\//£/\/7 AM F: Receiving one in a dream is usual- 
ly a straightforward prediction of a 
legacy to come. 

GAl L >I*» m,iy be buffeted by your current diffi- 
culties. but you will eventuallv entente un- 
bow cd. 


YOUR MEDICAL GUIDE 


COOKING IS FUN 

CHICKEN KORMA 


For a cAange fry- an Indian style dish with this mild 
and creamy curry. Each Indian province has its- own 
curry and die best results for an authentic flavour here is 
Korma. If. however, you do not find this curry . use any 
other mild variety. 

Serve with rice. 

COMPONENTS: 

2 tbs cooking oil 

4 boneless chicken breasts, skinned and cut into 
pieces. 

1 large onion, peeled and sliced 

2 tbs mild curry powder (korma is best) 

200ml chicken stock 

1 tbs tomato puree 

2 tps sugar 
150ml single cream 
25g ground almonds 

METHOD: 

Heat the oil in a large frying pan and brown the 
chicken and onion. Add the curry powder and cook for 
a few seconds . stirring. Blend in the stock, romaro 
puree, sugar and cream. Bring to the boil . cover and 
simmer gently for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. Just 
before serving, stir in the ground almonds. 

CACKLES & CHUCKLES 

> "How was it?" asked the morAer ro her son who 
had just taken his first girl to his first dance. 

"Oh. fine." he replied. "But every time we got 
going good on the dance floor, old Harris would 
cut in." 

"Well, that's life when you take a pretty date to 
a party." said his morAer. 

*7 know. J know." the boy said mournfully. 
“But old Hams is a girl." 

CHECK YOUR I.Q. 

(A) GENERAL KNOWLEDGE & TEASERS 
I. If the word "bay" were used by a sportsman, a cook, 
a geographer, and a builder, what would each man be 
thinking of? 

2. If you were looking at the reflection in a mirror oru 
clock behind you that was striking nine o'clock, what 
time would the hands in the mirror seem to show? 
How would the words GUM and NOON appear ? 

3, Find the missing number 


DISLOCATION 


A dislocation occurs when a bone slips out of place. It 
usually results from uo/cncc and may occur at almost 
.:r.\ joint in the body. Perhaps the most common is a 
JisiW.itron of the shoulder, when the rounded head of 
she humerus (the bone in the upper arm) slipy out of us 
hollow in !he shoulder blade or scapula. There is usually 
considerable pain, and the joint affected becomes fixed. 
For those unskilled in the first aid the best thine is to Jo 
nothing apart from making the patient eomfnr t jble until 
medical help arrives. Attempts to move the dislocated 
bone may cause damage to the joint and must therefore 
be voided. The part affected may he given some 
winvfi. Mr example hi a sling or cushion, until the 
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Being a housewife 

during Ramadan 


By E. Yaghi 

“ Really . Ramadan is beautiful." sighed Abla on her first 
day of fasting. She was all energy and though slighrly 
hungry, determined to begin this holy month with an all 
out effort at making her first "I fear" or breakfast, 
something special. Well as she knew, preparing meals 
three times a day for eleven months out of the year is 
somewhat different from preparing the first meal to 
break the fast in Ramadan. Abla hadn’t really meant 
that first meal to be extravagant, but she did mean to 
make up for her occasional lax in cooking because of her 
occupation. Yer. she hadn't counted on the day being so 
short or her task being so mammoth. She had wasted 
precious moments and suddenly, it was four o’clock. 

She frantically spied one of her sons’speeding past the 
kitchen and cried . “OA, help me please. " trying to gain 
sympathy and then threatening, "or you won't eat on 
rime!" 

To her surprise, she had spoken the magic word and 
suddenly, that son who never entered the kitchen except 
to eat. zoomed in to help. "What shall I do. Mom?" 

“Tin going to stuff this sauted meat with onion into the 
circles of rolled out dough. You must fry them. " 

Just then. anofAer son sped past and she hollered, 
“hey. if you want to eat on time, come and help us!" 

Again', this worked like magic and a second son began 
to help her roll out the dough as she stuffed it. The first 
son. filled a frying pan with oil and soon began to place 
the stuffed pastries into the boiling substance. Soon, the 
whole kitchen filled with smoke while the three worked 
frantically to finish before the call of the muartAen. 
Meanwhile, son number three fought his way into the 
earing hall tArougA tAe m/sf of smoke, steam and 
inviting aroma to ask what everyone was doing and 
could he help. Abla declared: "You certainly can. 
Hurry and make the ice tea because we're going to be 
late!" 

So the kitchen witnessed the small mob. pushing past 
each other and almost tripping over each other in their 
battle against time. At last, they finished their cooking 
and triumphantly spread the table with the hied 
pastries, stuffed zuchinni and eggplant and a hot soup . 
plus some dates and ice tea. 

With the call to prayer, all eagerly delved into eating 
the meal and no one noticed that the fried pastries were 
not quite done except for the father who said in a rather 
gruff tone: "Don 7 you think they taste too much like 
doueh ?” 


difficult than at first and no one was X/iaf 

Abla found herself more forgetful than usual 'anatom 

the normal chores became more 

before, such as those giant jeans chat her son \y 

WOK. which were harder than cowhide and the spa^ot 
two metres, and a mountain of ironing pi P r 
c tiling and always a son who anxiously sa d. Hu Mop 
can you iron my pants and shirt please, please, p I 

When three of them asked the same question in arofu 
she found herself passing at least an hour just ironing Nr 
her sons. \ 

And there was always, whether Ramadan or not. rAi 
forever query of: “Mom. wAere’s my socks. \ 

Of course Abla knew wirAouf a doubt that either nen 
washing machine ate a sock or two every laundry day on 
else, there was an international conspiracy against\ 
paired socks , or else there must be some sort of invisible | 
alien that sneaks into the laundry and steals 'socks and 
throws them into a black hole in' space. I j 

Towards the end of Ramadan, she found herself 
pretty exhausted what with getting up at /biff in the 
morning and remaining awake, fasting, her occupation 
and rushing home at one ro prepare the day’s \neal. It 
was all quite a load even though spiritually revfording. 

At times however. Abla seemed to almost sleepwalk 
at work and she grew bags under her eyes, nor from 
fasting alone , but because of all her work and lack of 
sleep. However , her growing sons retained their energy 
and voracious appetites. But the good thing waA that 
they frequently checked the kitchen cooking chores to 
ensure that their mother would have their meak on 
time. If not, they always pitched in to help, contray to 
the other 1 1 months of the year when kitchen dutywas 
something to be abhorred and avoided. \ 

In a few more days. Abla, her family and the rest of 
fasting Jordanians will celebrate the Eid. It will tie a 
welcome relief from long tiresome preparations fan the 
“Iftar . " and there would be no more waking up a0:3O 
every morning for saAour. But still she must get ready 
for the holiday because her first visitors on the Eid 
morning arrive before 7 a.m. expecting hot coffee and a 
welcome reception. . \ 

May all those who celebrate the Eid have a vdry 
happy holiday! \ 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW I 


Thursday, March 10 Hk' 


8z30 The End OF A Brave 
Man 

9z30 Flesh And Blood 

10.-00 News In English 

l(k2Q Faces And Places 

lldSO Feature Film — The 
Gfef Gringo 


Starring: Jane Fonda and 
Gregory Peck 


Friday, March 11 


8L30 The End Of A Brave 
Man 

920 Walter And Emily 

Zak gets a taste of French 
culture at home and Walter 
goes back to work to save 
money to buy Emily a new 
diamond ring. 

10.-00 News La English 

10:20 G.P. 


Playing By The Book 

Dr. Steve exposes a medi- 
cine company for marketing 
an untested drug, which 
causes death in the hospital. 
The doctor who administers 
it gets into trouble too. 

11:50 Scene Of The Crime 

Devil Music 

Two beautiful bodies end 
up in a big aquarium. Both 
deaths are the result of a 
promised marriage - prop- 
osal that was never kept. 


Saturday, March 12 


8£0 Family Matters 


Stakeout 


Airl hie nn/i/vu/nman 



Jane Fonda in a scene from The Old Gringo 


left alone and soon they 
have unexpected company. 

9:00 Local Programme 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — Vice 
Versa 

Starring: Fred Savage 

A light-hearted film about a 
father and son who ex- 
change their brains and 
each becomes the other in 
age as well as in personality. 
Jr all happens when a 
ffgurene from Thailand falls 
into their hands. 

Sunday, March 13 


reasons behind the rise and 
fad of these great empires. 

10:00 News In Rnglfch 

10:20 Feature Film — Six 
Against The Rock 


Starring: David Carradine 

A true story of six convicted 
men held prisoners for life 
in Alcatraz. 

12:00 Golden Palace 


Blanche is suddenly visited 
by her brother Tad. who 
seems to embarrass her but 
he Ends in Rose a sym- 
pathetic friend. 


8:30 Yoa Yoar ***** Monday, March IB 

The interesting quiz show 

where the warning couple sr.vt ^ *. .. 

gets the show's grand prize Torkelsons 

Of S10 7 000. . 


9:10 Documentary — Out 
Of The Past 


Realms 

A comprehensive look at 
the two great civilisation in 
Latin America — The Az- 

tics thar AniirichM in t/sv 


&J0 The Torkelsons 

Dorotby-Jane learns a les- 
son in modesty and man- 
ners, when she invites all 
but one of her friends to her 
birthday party. 


9:10 Thii 


Thirtysomething 


California 


be gets a job offer in i 
fomia, she in Washing 

lOrifO News In EngKvh 


10:20 Feature Film — 
Topaz 


Starring: John Vernon and* 
Dany Robin A 

An Alfred Hitchkok movie 
about the Russian KGB 
succeeding in penetrating 
NATO, and providing 
Cuba with nuclear 
weapons. 


Tuesday, March! 5 

830 The Respected Family 

Seduction is the theme of 
this episode — and Victor- 
ia y s daughter Elizabeth , and 
sister Ruth, are the objects. 

9:10 Wild Jack 

Starring: John Shneider 

Jack, who lives in tbe 
wilderness goes to tbe city 
to help his friend's daugh- 
ter who is being used and 
exploited for the money she 
SPmg to inherit. 

10:00 News In Engtieh 
10:20 The Cape Rebel 
U:10 Open AB Hours 

i 

Wednesday, March 16 

8--30 Too Close For Comfort 

Henry looses his cosmic 
cow doll. \ 

A10 Environment: Pollu- 
tion 

Waste Water \ 

A documentary about 
^ danger** it 


.fr* 1 . 
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* 0y Bob Thomas 

■fie Associated Press 
IQS ANGELES — The 
unmistakable groundswell 
for Schindler’s List is over- 
shadowing the fact that the 

■ Academy Award race for 
Best Picture contains five 

■ impressive films with se- 
jfjbus themes. 

; Consider the subject mat- 
ter of the nominees — the 
[holocaust, a miscarriage of 
| British justice , subjugation 
\ 0 f women in an earlier time , 
;j servant 's blind devotion to 
jail unworthy master , and 
vengeful pursuit of an inno- 
cent man. 

: A look at the 61ms in 
contention for Best Picture 

dim: 


5 impressive films in Best Picture Oscar race 


The Fugitive 

u!n? nS , formin Z the hit 

i vows television series into a 
tog-budget movie might 
have appeared a routine 
Hollywood tip-off. But pro- 
?n, Cer Arnold Kopelson 
(Platoon) had been a fan of 
the show and saw the audi- 
ence appeal of sympathy for 
the doctor falsely accused of 
his wife's murder and anger 
with the police detective’s 
unrelenting pursuit. 

A key to the old show’s 
success: casting David Jans- 
sen role as Dr. Richard 
Kimble. Fortunately, the 
actor who has starred in half 
of the dozen biggest box- 
office winners, Harrison 



Holly Hunter stars in Jane Campion’s film 
The Piano 


Ford, saw the Elm’s poten- 
tial. 

“7 can 'f say l ever saw an 
episode of The Fugitives all 
the way through , ” Ford said 
in an interview. “Of course. 
I’m familiar with it like any- 
one else. 

‘7 look for things I like 
and have an emotional rela- 
tionship to, something that 
moves me. I think then I’m 
prepared to help move the 
audience. I look for some- 
thing that has ambition, has 
a degree of originality and 
that is challenging to me as 
an actor.” 

In The Name Of 

The Father 

In 1975 , Irish drifter Ger- 
ry Conlon , bis father and 
other relatives and /bends 
were convicted of an Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
bombing they had no con- 
nection with. It took 15 
years before a tenacious 
lawyer exposed police lying 
and the prisoners were re- 
leased. 

The miscarriage of justice 
resulted in Conlon’s auto- 
biography, which Irish film- 
maker Jim Sheridan saw as 
movie material. He bad 
been looking for a story 
about a son and a good 
father . observing there are- 
very few good fathers in 
Irish literature. 

“It’s not a political film in 
the usual sense of the 
word” Sheridan has said. 
“One thing it’s deGnitely 
not is anti-British. I love the 
English and think they’re 



isZ/rt 


V- -ot 



Steven Spielberg (sitting) with the stars of 
the film Schindler’s List: ( From left) Ralph 
Fiennes, Ben Kingsley and Liam Neeson 


Harrison Ford in The Fugitive 


A court scene from the film in Mai* Sheppard, Carole Richard- 
The Marne Of The Father. ( From son, John Lynch and Daniel Day- 
left) Standing on the dock are Lewis 


great people — you can’t 
touch them for loyalty or 
independence of spirit. 

“ 1 hope one of the points 
of the 61m is obvious to 
English viewers — namely 
that one of the great 
tragedies of the IRA bomb- 
ings is that the English have 
allowed themselves to in- 
flict such terrible damage 
on their legal system. And I 
don’t think it’s anti-English 
of me to point that out. ” 

The Plano 

New Zealand-born Jane 
Campion won nominations 
for writing and directing 
this 61m. One other woman 
has been a directorial 
nominee (Lina Wertmuller 
for Seven Beauties in 1978), 
but no woman ever had 
been nominated for director 
of a 61m that also was 
nominated as best picture. 

iii The Piano, Holly Hun- 
ter stars as a Scotswoman 
who comes to colonial New 
Zealand for an arranged 
marriage. What is unusual. 
Miss Campion says, is that 
she didn't need such stars as 
Hunter, Sam Neill and Har- 
vey Keitel in order to fi- 
nance die 61m. 

“The money came from a 
French company (Ciby 
2000) which operates on a 
■kind of Media principle, ” 
she said. “They were sup- 
porting without any approv- 
als — the approvals were all 
with the filmmaker. The 


only limitation was the 
budget, which was about $7 
miMon.. ..At. the time, it 
was not thought to be a big 
audience 61m. ” 

Rave reviews , critics’ 
awards and the Cannes Film 
. Festival prize helped make 
The Piano a box-office win- 
ner, grossing more than $32 
million so far in a limited 
U.S. release. 

The Remains Of 
The Day 

The story of an English 
butler’s unquestioning 
loyalty to bis rich, political- 
ly naive master seems like 
unpromising material for a 
major 61m, but this movie 
has again proved the rare 
talent of James Ivory and 
Ismail Merchant for turning 
literary works into success- 
ful films. 

For 30 years. Merchant 
and Ivory, with their writing 
partner Ruth Prawer Jhab- 
vala, have turned out such 
polished gems as Maurice, 
A Room With A View and 
Howards End. 

The Remains Of The Day 
centres on a businesslike 
butler (Anthony Hopkins) 
who remains steadfast, de- 
spite attempts by bis em- 
ployer (James Fox) to intiu- 
ence English officialdom to 
appease Hitler. 

Director Ivory com- 
mented in an interview that 
major studios had long 
feared “that the public 


wouldn’t be interested in 
serious adaptations of 
novels set in the past, or 
even in the present. That 
has been disproved.” 

Added producer Mer- 
chant: “ People are becom- 
ing more and more aware 
that good material or an 
artistic film has the chance 
of making enormous 
amounts of money. ” 

Schindler’s List 

Already Hollywood’s big- 


gest hitmaker, Steven Spiel- 
berg marked a banner year 
in 1993. His Jurassic Park 
began its climb to the top of 
all-time moneymakers and, 
with Schindler's List, he at 
last won recognition as a 
filmmaker of serious 
quality. 

Spielberg long had been 
fascinated by the story of 
Oskar Schindler, a German 
who profited from Hitler’s 
invasion of Poland, then 
saved more than 1,100 Jews 
from certain death. The 
director had read Thomas 


Keneally’s book at the time 
of“E.T. The Extra-Terrest- 
rial, but other projects in- 
tervened. 

“ Schindler’s List was 
something I never thought 
would happen,” Spielberg 
said after winning the Gol- 
den Globe for Best Drama- 
tic Picture. "It came into my 
life 11 years ago, and it juk 
sort of went through the 
’80s as I was still making 
Indiana Jones films. Schind- 
ler’s List was always there 
waiting for me. / wasn't 
ready for it. ” 





Anthony Hopkins and Emma Thompson in a scene from the 
movie The Remains Of The Day 


Selling fantasies in China Bosnian cellist plays for peace 


By Andrew Browne 

■ * Reuter 

SHANGHAI — /{s not the 
Mu e-eved cover girls or the 
reductive perfume ads that 
arch the eye in Elle maga- 
tindfs Chinese edition but 
'he fact that it is sold on 
Kwsstands at all 

For Elle is one of just two 
Western magazine ventures 
in China, the other is Mick- 
ey Mouse. 

A French fashion glossy 
and an American cartoon 
comic book are all that 
Western publishers have to 
sfiow for years of ttymg to 
invest directly in the world s 
/arrest single media market. 

Barring a sudden collapse 
of Chinese communism. 
Dior advertisements and 

Disney characters are likely 
to keep the market virtually 
to themselves. 

“Many things in China 
are changing . but the 
ideological situation is not 
changing. " said Luo Zhao- 

tian. editor-in-chiet oi 

Elie s mainland Chinese 
edition. 

“It's very difficult — 
practically impossible — to 
set up a joint-venture news- 
paper or periodical.” 

Rupert Murdoch, the 
Australian- -born interna- 
tional media magnate, was 
reminded of that when he 
tried to muscle in on the 
Chinese publishing scene 
last year. His plans to add a 
Shanghai lifestyle magazine 
’ca/fcd Better' Life to hts 
stable were slapped down 

ty Beijing. , . . 

Only a handful of Asian 
publishers have had better 
luck, among them Hong 
Kong newspaper group 


Sing Tao Holdings Ltd., 
which operates two joint 
venture magazines in 
China. 

The rest have run into 
Beijing's brick wall of suspi- 
cion 'against tbe foreign 
media, heightened iii the 
last few years by an unwel- 
come bombardment from 
the skies by Western satel- 
lite broadcasters — includ- 
ing Murdoch’s Star TV. 

Elle is published every 
two months under a coop- 
erative agreement between 
Hachette Filpaccbi Presse 
of France ana the Shanghai 
Translation Publishing 
House , which is controlled 
by the municipal govern- 
ment. 

Mickey Mouse comics are 
published in Beijing under a 
joint venture agreement be- 
tween the Dutch company 
Egmont and tbe People s 
Post and Telecommunica- 
tions Press. 

The way Mr. Luo tells tbe 
stotv. Beijing was embar- 
rassed into letting in Elle 
magazine in 1988. 

Decades of Maoist puri- 
tanism , followed by a sud- 
den opening to the West in 
1979. had turned the aver- 
age Chinese woman into a 
fashion disaster and author- 
ities quickly realised some- 
thing had to be done. 

“Chinese women would 
wear black skirts and black 
pantyhose and look like 
42nd Street hookers. Mr. 
Luo recalled. “We wanted 
to show what was high-class 
and epic in foreign coun- 
tries. ” 

Elle got its licence to 
operate as a kind of trade 
journal to help raise local 
standards of fashion and de- 
sign. 





For most Chinese readers, Elle is a showcase 
for a style of life that is Stitt pare fantasy 

Fashion pure and simple cent in Shanghai, asizeaort 


is a formula that has worked 
well for Elle in Asia, where 
there are also local lan- 
guage editions in Japan, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
South Korea. 

In most markets it is a 
formula that guarantees 
profits , but not in China, 
where Elle has never made 
money and doesn’t expect 
to for some time. 

At 12 renminbi (about 
$1.50), Elle is by far the 
most expensive magazine, 
on local newsstands, aud it 
is picky about its advertis- 
ers: Only top brand names 
are accepted. But income 
still cannot cover produc- 
tion and distribution costs. 

Circulation is a meagre 
130,000, with about 25 per 


chunk in Guangzhou and 
Beijing and the rest scat- 
tered thinly in 200 cities all 
over China, making dis- 
tribution a nightmare. 

For most Chinese read- 
ers. Elle is a showcase for a 
style of life that is still pure 
fantasy. A survey last year 
showed that rh'e average 
reader earned a monthly 
300-600 renminbi ($35-70); 
less than a bottle of Christ- 
ian Dior's Poison perfume. 

Still, Mr. Guerin insists 
he will not take the maga- 
zine downmarket to boost 
sales. 

“Were an image maga- 
zine,” be said. “We’re not 
interested in selling 10 mil- 
lion copies of Elle in China 
tomorrow. We wanr Elle to 
remain Elle.” 


By Clar Ni Cbonghaile 
Reuter 

MADRID — Vedran Sma- 
jlovic’s voice trembled with 
emotion as he described life 
in Sarajevo where he has 
daily defied shells and snip- 
er fire to play bis cello in the 
ravaged streets. 

“It is very important that 
you know. It is minus 25 
degrees Celsius (-13 
Fahrenheit). People are 
hungry, they have no elec- 
tricity. they have no gas. It's 
hell,” he said. 

The 3S-year-old Sma/7o- 
vic. Bosnia's most famous 
cellist who is currently tour- 
ing Europe, has become a 
poignant symbol of a fierce 
determination to preserve 
some good in life even in 
the midst of war. 

Smajlovic has played in 
Rome, London, Fans and 
Spain. 

Sitting on the steps of 
Barcelona's gothic cathed- 
ral, he played Albinoni’s 
Adagio — a piece he has 
adopted as his musical cry 
for peace. 

He was invited by the 
organisers of the Music For 
Peace campaign which since 
last March has attracted 
more than 1,000 musicians 
to Spain’s northerly Catalo- 
nia region to play the 
Adagio . 

‘7 try all the time to say 
with my music: ‘ Stop the 
bloodshed ’ because at the 
end of the 20th century, in 
my town alone, more than 
12,000 have been killed, 
more than 2,000 children 
have died and over 60,000 
people have been injured. ” 

Smajlovic was bom in 
central Sarajevo. His 


mother was Croatian, his 
father Muslim. His wife's 
mother is Serbian, her 
father Croatian. 

“ Within a 50-metre (50- 
yard) radius of mv house, 
there was an Orthodox 
Church, a Jewish synagogue 
and a mosque. I never 
thought about nationality , " 
he told Reuters. 

Before the war broke out 
in April 1992, there were 
three orchestras in Sarajevo 
and Smajlovic played with 
the National Theatre's 
Opera Orchestra. The 
orchestras have since 
merged as members have 
died or disappeared. 

“ Some of my colleagues 
from the orchestra left be- 
fore the war broke out. 


very human people as well 
who got me out. Don't ask 
me how. I don't want to talk 
about it.” he said. 

Before his departure, 
Smajlovic bad been busy 
working for Sarajevo's Win- 
ter Festival — a celebration 
of all the arts which began 
on Dec. 21 and ends ne.vr 
month. The festival in- 
cludes symphony concerts, 
lectures, art exhibitions and 
film matinees. 

“The festival is very im- 
portant. it's our weapon. 
We have nothing else, no 
other weapons, ” Smajlovic 
said. 

He blames extremist 
Serbs and Montenegrins for 
the killing. “It isn't war. 
It’s a massacre of Chilians. “ 


Sitting on the steps of Barcelo- 
na’s gothic cathedral, Smajlo- 
vic played Albinoni’s Adagio — ■ 
a piece he has adopted as his 
musical cry for peace. 


They saw what could hap- 
pen. Maybe 1 was stupid. 1 
never thought it could hap- 
pen,” Samjlovk said. 

Rehearsals take place at 
the local television station 
which means a six- 
kilometre trek for most of 
the musicians who then 
have to practise without 
electricity. 

Smajlovic left Bosnia in 
December to begin his tour 
and he plans to return at the 
end ol this month after 
visits to Belgium, Ireland 
and Germany. 

“It was really very diffi- 
cult and very dangerous to 
get out. But just as God 
j made bad people, he made 


He cannot understand 
the world’s apathy: “If 
some crazy people took up 
guns and killed 2,000 dogs 
or cats or some other anim- 
al, all the world would stand 
up and shout.” 

In spite of the relentless 
killing. Smajlovic refuses to 
lose hope, saying the gener- 
osity of the people enables 
him to travel Europe — he 
has no income of his own. 

He recalls the day Serb 
mortars smashed into a 
bread queue in central 
Sarajevo. killing at least 20 
people. 

“On the 27th of May. 
1 992. my life changed. I did 
not prepare. 1 did not have 


a plan, but the next day , my 
natural reaction was to go 
and play in the street , " he 
said. 

His original idea was Id 
play just once, as a lament 
for the dead, but friends 
convinced him to continue 
and so began his personal 
defiance of indiscriminate 
death. 

“Of course iris very crazy 
but when all the town Is fire 
and shells, it doesn’t mattef 
if you are in a room, Of in a 
cellar or on the street be- 
cause the shells are so 
heavy. It is just a question 
of God . ’ he said. 

He remembers the time 
when a man fleeing \ut 
another fierce bombard- 
ment. stopped — transfixed 
by his playing. “For vne 
minute, he forgot the 
shells Smajlovic !»j id 
proudly. 

On the first anniversary 
of the war in April last year- 
Smajlovic pul nfl w ht& W 
and tails, sat in the ruidS of 
the town h-' 

Bach. 

His ccUi- \ 

bv a shell'!. Jr. & 
donations . 
helped him btiy J • 
which he uses to try ti - 
the eyes of the »c/r 

“As you see, my Up snsfi 
is not very good but w/jg 
cello it is easier »• 
laughed. 

In Madrid . Smaf/*.*-/ e 
appeared on National r*n. . 
vision, tears coursing do, v 
bis face as he rehearsed rhe 
mournful Adagio. 

“I am an optimist be- 
cause it must stop. How I 
really don't know. / have 
just music and with music I 
must open eyes." 






Brain study reveals roots of personality 


3/ Steve Connor 

7HL FIRST hard evidence 
’ -t r,;r e may play a big- 
<?h than nurture m 
forming human personality 
emerged at the weekend. 

Scientists who studied 
brainwave patterns in 
babies a few months old 
found that fussy babies who 
fidget and are ■ hard to 
soc-Jiv are likely to become 
shy ana withdrawn children 
with behavioural problems 

in later life. 

The controversial re- 
search into the genetic basis 
of childhood behaviour was 
presented at the annual 
meeting of the American 
Association for the 
Advancement of Science in 


San Francisco. It shows that 
children with a certain pat- 
tern of electrical activity in 
the brain are significantly 
more prone to becoming 
shy and introverted. A pa- 
rallel study demonstrates 
that genes play a role r. 
deciding which type of per- 
sonality a child will have. 

Nathan Fox , professor of 
human development at the 
University of Maryland at 
College Park , said babies 
with a high state of electric- 
al activity on the right fron- 
tal lobe' of the brain are 
more likely to be shy and 
introverted than babies with 
stronger brain-wave pat- 
terns on the left frontal 
lobe . “We are now able . to 
predict, based on an infant's 
behaviour and the phv- 


bebaviour and the phy- bi 


siological activity of his 
brain, which child is likely 
to be shy and withdrawn at 
the age of two," he said. 
“ Our studies go up to the 
age of seven and we feel 
confident we've identified a 
physiological pattern that 
reflects activity on different 
sides of the brain which are 
markers or fingerprints for 
personality." 

The research involved 
testing 400 children with 
tapes of recorded speech , 
moving mobiles and cot- 
ton swabs dipped in alcohol 
to see their reactions. Ab- 
out 20 per cent became un- 
duly aroused and fearful . 
ana this group tended to 
have electrical excitability 
in the right side of their 
brains. 


Professor Fox said these 
children may have trouble 
making friends and are like- 
ly to shy away from being 
active in a group. They may 
be more anxious, which can 
show up as depression or 
disruptive behaviour in la- 
ter life, be said. “ What we 
are saying is that when it 
comes' to personality, we do 
not start with a blank 
slate." Parents can help 
minimise the risks of prob- 
lems developing in these 
children. 

Other researchers who 
studied temperaments in 
700 pairs of twins found the 
first hard evidence that 
aspects of personality have 


a genetic component. shy and introverted. He 
according to Hill Gold- said the human brain has at 

■i " " , " r, ‘ : -V ' ■' j : . • ‘ .. vw ; ?, ^ ^ 


smith , professor of psychol- 
ogy at the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison. 
“Our genes seem to account 
for about half the variability 
we see in temperament. ” 
He said, however, that 
upbringing can override a 
genetic tendency. “ It's a 
fallacy to believe that any- 
thing with a genetic input is 
not modifiable. ” 

Jerome Kagan, professor 
of psychology at Harvard 
University, in Cambridge. 
Massachusetts, said the 
value of researching into 
the genetics of personality is 
that a “ sizeable burden of 
guilt ” can be lifted from 
parents who feel it may be 
their fault if a child is overly 
shy and introverted. He 
said the human brain has at 


least 150 different chemic- 
als, such as neurotransmlt- 
ters and natural opiates . 

“They determine the tiring 
patterns that make a child a 
little more active, or a tittle 
less active: a little more 
anxious or a tittle less an- 
xious. 

Differences between peo- 
ple should come as no sur- 
prise because although 
everyone has these 150 che- 
micals “we inherit them in 
different concentrations — 
a million different tomato 
soups ” he said. “ That is 
why were is a large number 
of different temperaments 
— some rare, some com- 
mon ■ — and this is a new 
area of research. It is just 
beginning " — Independent. 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Scientists 
found chemical evidence 
that nicotine can reach a 
nonsmoking pregnant ' 
woman’s foetus if she is 
routinely exposed to secon- 
dhand smoke. 

The evidence turned up 
in hair samples from new- 
borns , suggesting long-term 
exposure to nicotine and 
other potentially harmful 
components of tobacco 
smoke , said researcher Dr. 
Gideon Koien. 


‘Nicotine reaches foetuses of mothers 
exposed to secondhand smoke 


The study didn't investi- 
gate whether the exposure 
affected the babies’ health. 
But previous research sug- 
gests children of women ex- 
posed to secondhand smoke 
two to three /touts a day 
while pregnant might have 
an increased risk of subtle 
problems with speech , lan- 
guage, intelligence and 
attention span. 

Prior research also shows 
that when a pregnant 
woman smokes during pre- 
gnancy, risks to a foetus 


prematurity and possible 
long-term effects on mental 
development. Dr. Koren 
and his co-authors said in 
the latest issue of the Jour- 
nal of the American Medic- 
al Association (AMA). 

Dr. Koren, a professor of 
pediatrics , - pharmacology 
and medicine at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto . spoke in 
an interview before present- 
ing his results at an AMA 
news briefing. 

Dr. Neal Benowitz of the 
University of California , 
San Francisco, said the 


Gideon Koren. include low birthweight, San Francisco . said the 


study’s result was convinc- 
ing but not surprising. 

“ It's really unclear what 
it means, if anything, in 
terms of babies' heaith," 
said Dr. Benowitz. who 
wasn’t involved in the study 
and also researches the 
effects of nicotine. 

Dr. Koren said he sus- 
pected secondhand smoke 
may harm fetal health only 
if combined with other risk 
factors tike an inadequate 
oxygen supply. Carbon 
monoxide iwm smoke may 
itself reduce the supply of 


oxygen to foetuses, he said. 

The study included 
babies of .36 mothers who 
smoked, 23 nonsmoking 
mothers who said they were 
regularly exposed to secon- 
dhand smoke and 35 nons- 
moking mothers who re- 
ported no regular exposure 
to secondhand smoke. 

Using hair samples from 
the newborns , researchers 
looked both for nicotine 
and cotinine, which the 
body creates from nicotine. 
Because nicotine is elimin- 


the longer-lasting cotinine is 
the more reliable indicator 
of extent of exposure to 
smoke, researchers said. 

For infants of women ex- 
posed to secondhand 
smoke, levels of cotinine 
were about twice those 
found for infants of non- 
exposed mothers. They 
were also about one-fourth 
the levels found for infants 
'of smoking mothers. 

Infants of non-exposed 
mothers showed some coti- 
nine because of small 
amounts of nicotine in 
foods. Dr. Koren said. 


ated quickly from the body. foods. Dr. Koren said. 


Scientist hunting gay gene downplays worries of test 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
The U.S. government saen - 
tist who discovered a possi- 
ble genetic basis for 
homosexuality have played 
down concerns that his re- 
search could lead to prenat- 
al testing for homosex- 
uality. 

“ There will never be a 


DEFINITIONS 
By OEve Damn 


test that will tell if some- 
one’s going to be gay, and 
we know that for a scientific 
fact, ” Dean Hamer, a scien- 
tist with the National Can- 
cer Institute , told reporters 
at the annual meeting of the 
American Association for 
the Advancement of Sci- 
ence. 


Dr. Hamer and his col- 
leagues published a study 
last July in which they link- 
ed instances of male 
homosexuality to a small 
stretch of DNA on the X 
Chromosome. They are 
currently engaged in a 
second round ■ of broader 
tests. 


While some gay rights 
advocates applauded word 
of the possibility that sexual 
orientation could be gene- 
tic, others worried that any 
discovery of a “ gay gene" 
could lead to pre-natal test- 
ing for sexual orientation — 
and to parents aborting chil- 
dren they know might be 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Sponges 

37 504 

73 Conceded 

104 Slangy barbiturate 

7 "DwsBu! —4 

39 MB. unit 

74 VOgues 

106 Gtacni ridges 

March (ini'* 

41 Props 

78 King Amur's Itaal 

110 Contuse 

11 "L.— " (IV) 

44 Dreamers 

home 

112 R — Rogw 

15 Apex 

48 &asshopper 

79 Hebrew letter 

114 British boimfcs . 

18 Bannora ptoyer 

51 — da Cologne 

81 Slurp a«vn 

115 La — (French 

19 Chy m Portugal 

52 Works fussly 

B2 License 

explorer) 

20 CoL wmc vatoy 

53 Baling 

84 Deeming 

116 Man on the 

21 One — ndhm 

kqptenwnta 

85 Tim 

dtonono? 

S2 UUo laim annul 

55 — out (reneged) 

87 FrosTs ice" 

119 Former Roman 

S3 Lad from 

57 Uke samo streets 

88 Bttcsi 

magistrate 

Missouri? 

n winter 

Si Ax 

120 Indian 

26 in reserve 

58 Ofi 

89 Valid 

121 Concerning 

27 Sponsorship: xar. 

59 — tree 

92 DeDvenes 

122 Knotty problem 

28 Sen-satisfied 

81 Genuflects 

94 Unheeding 

123 Beflets 

29 Begns 

62 Rnar to the Baltic 

96 Operated 

124 Old salt 

30 —a hand (asset) 

63 Chy near Bosun 

97 CoeguWe 

125 Colored 

3i Young lass 

66 Fabrcs wttha 

99 Paragon 

labcics 

33 — maw 

soft rap 

100 Ensnare 

126 Some barfiM 

34 Dundtie wood 

68 Teakettle? 

102 Other speeng: 

127 CySndrtcaJ ard 

35 a parade" 

70 Manage 

abbr. 

tapering 


DOWN 

1 Uusnoun reaki 

2 Ortgrau 

3 Entrench oneself 

4 Man d 
prosped37 

■ 5 Robert — 

G Adjust 
7 Stoer c*turr o* 

B Drenched 
9 Globe 

10 Hood s weapons 
71 Kind of nest egg 

12 LCMToror 

13 Pertinent 

14 Large gamo 
Ssh 

15 Man of the hour? 

16 — even keel 

17 Make mo grade 
19 More crrtoMe 
2i Evi spiril 

25 Ring stone 


27 Overtrades 

31 CnjmsrtMer* 

32 Vkxory goddess 

36 Rhythmic swing 

38 Piectaus 
possessions 

48 Tipsy musician? 
(no ate the 
peppers) 

42 lig Wanders 

43 Lather 

44 — many words 

45 Placid 

46 Author-critic, 
James 

47 Cry over — mflk 

49 Heopo amt 

50 GW 

54 TvraniHsng 

56 — de chose 
(a trifle, lo Pierre) 

58 Plagud 


60 Admits 

64 Success 

65 Lamprey 

67 Flock member 
E8 mpra 
89 Misplaces 

70 Egg-shaped 

71 Snort -order cook? 

72 Ivy League 
student 

74 Payless 
stevedore? 

75 '1 met — Wtm 
seven..." 

76 Force 

77 Guides: a00r. 

78 Cowed 

80 Jackie's ex 
S3 Ms Bombacfc 
88 Privation 
87 Persontfkcation Ot 
good faith 


90 Former Eur 
kingdom 

91 Not Invited 
93 Thwart 

95 Cut (town 
08 Grasshopper 
101 Lukewarm 
103 Mountainous 
re^onot 
Morocco 
105 Goods 

107 Playground Ham 

108 Apportion 

109 Defla o» song 
no Lie now to 
in Facts 

113 Patches 
115 Dry 

117 unspecified 
amount 

118 Sticky stufl 

119 Decree 



gay- 

But Dr. Hamer said he 
would prevent such testing 
because if bis team disco- 
vered the gene they would 
keep the property rights. 

But he was quickly forced 
to retreat from that - posi- 
tion. 

“You can’t copyright a 
gene." Daniel Kevles, a 
professor at the California 
Institute of Technology, 
said. 

Dr. Hamer also agreed 
that ultimately, the choice 
of whether to take a 
hypothetical test to deter- 
mine a foetus’s sexual 
orientation would be up to 
the child’s mother — a sce- 
nario that was dramatised 
earlier this year in the 
Broadway play Twilight Of - 


The Golds, by Jonathan 
Tokina. 

Dr. Kevles cautioned that 
the media has overreacted 
to Dr. Hamer's initial re- 
ports , and said that history 
shows society should be 
sceptical about biological 
explanations- for- human be* 
ihavTourl ' • ' 

He said California and 
other states, earlier in the 
century, championed ster- 
ilising some people based 
on a belief that feeble- 
mindedness was the basis 
for aberrent moral values. 

He also evoked the spec- 
ter of the Nazis' eugenics 
programme. 

“The hands-down win- 
ners were the Nazis, who... 
sterilised several hundreds 
of thousands of people,’-' 
Dr. Kevles said. 




Arthritis drug may 
delay or halt 

i 

Alzheimer’s disease 


Diagra/nlBSS IP x 19. By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 untidy one 
5 Fashion 
9 Catnoitc leader 
10 Stinging 
insects 
■f s par - •: 

"L.ii. 

i.Ru, > 
i9 Pita- -■ 

21 Medic. 

eoneer 
25 Mrs. Cop; 

17 AlOlS 


MOWN 

aeanon 

-sstinauon 

, ,r-gh loss 

3 Qi cartel 

i Pin — Kappa 

5 Mama's we 

6 VoW — 

7 Dover's SOW 1 
abbr. 

a Musical work* 

10 Sami's msigrufl 

11 Monoirihic 
ttrocmri: 


28 Distributed cards 

32 Tendon 

33 Shock 

34 Very strange 

35 Extend a 
subscription 

38 SMrp 
37 Iowa city 

39 Narrative 
poetry 

40 Nota — 

41 — Vegas 

42 Whopper 


12 Headliner 
t5 wear awsy 

17 Carpentry nom 

18 Relax * 

20 Swiss pa inter. 
Paul 

22 Noble Italian 
family 

23 Twist sideways 
23 Volunteer Slate: 

3DW . 

25 Jurassic animals 
20 Bills 


43 Geological 
dnrtstons 

45 Hastened 

46 Highstrung 

47 Watch 
ornaments 

51 Gangster S*egd 

52 Fad 

55 Quickly: aObr. 

56 Low at first — 

57 Organic 
compound 

56 Sawyer (A news 


29 Desert nomad 

30 Fame 

31 Smallest 

32 Come apart 
35 Rent again 
38 Shabby 

4J Dew s opposite 
45 Enormous 

47 Tolerable 

48 Glacial ridges 

49 Nemesis 

50 Bogey 

51 Wren and non 


59 Waste allowance 

60 Brought back 
63 Social 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Wily yooBC mngicien performed Cor Ibe first time before huge crowd by 
pulling rabbits oat of new hiL 

2. My fair mall fiend stares up the steps, steps up the stairs, and stops at 
many shops till sbe drops. 

3. Youthful hitchhiker occupied ride, when proffered, on back of bicycle 
built for two. 

4. A mere crisp potato chip has no competition. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. YOllEUELCT HW MZIEO I L Y LC WDOE- 
OWWJLULOCZ RDLENLCTM LM ROLCT 
REISON WHY SICE UIMOM HW CIDMOI. 

—By Ed HntkQeson 

2. KWQUE BWED RNY TDYFDUE WU WUAK 
VEE RWAZY NUT KWEQOF RBVU BV TDVT 


64 Verb terms 
67 Government 
commands 
71 18-wheeler 
74 Shooters from 
ambush 
76 Incite 

76 Prayer ending 

77 Sweet potatoes 


53 Oaf 

54 Fantasy 
56 Britan gun 
56 Chaperon 

61 Depots: abbr. 

62 Hardy heroine 

65 Catch sight of 

66 Antitoxins 
66 Feint 

69 Copycat 

70 mger count 

72 Parent 

73 Dog toga, e-8 


DU UVR KW0 2. 


—By Dunne H. McGogy 


3.ST BESTAR FUNFIT OSNSHZ LYYC S 
FUNFIULY1T LNUO SNYIWH LAZ HUQ FULR 
TLNZZLT. QYWCZRTAUWZT EUL 10 1 
BSfZT. > —By Rila Salvato 

4.01 CK PUMK UDZ SM TWIJWUNE CPLYP 
UWK NIWK LOLISLY SPUD PUTTZ JUNK 
E.P1C E? —By Frank-N. Stein 
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By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Anti- 
inflammatory drugs used 
against arthritis also tend to 
slow or block the onset of 
mind-destroying Alzheim- 
er’s disease, a study sug- 
gests. 

The study, published in 
the journal Neurology, 
compared the drug-taking 
history of 50 pairs of elderly 
twins and found that the 
twin who had been taking 
anti-inflammatory drugs for 
arthritis was least affected 
by Alzheimer’s. 

“We found that the twins 
who had used anti-in- 
flammatory drugs had four 
times greater likelihood of 
being the later-affected and 
the non-affected member of 
the pair," said Dr. John 
Breitner, a Duke University 
researcher and lead author 
of the study, “For identical 
twins, there was a 10-to-l 
difference. " 

Anti-inflammatory drugs 
included Ibuprofen, Pirox- 
icam. Naproxen and some 
steroids that were used 
arthritis in the 1950s and 
1960s, but which are no 
longer prescribed . All of 
these drugs, at proper 
doses, tend to limit in- 


flammation throughout the 
body, including the brain. 

Dr. Leonard Berg, chair- 
man of the medical advisory 
board of the National 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
cautioned that the evidence 
of benefit “is not convincing 
enough to advise the 
population at large to take 
anti-inflammatory drugs to 
avoid Alzheimer's. There 
are side effects to these 
drugs. ’’ 

Alzheimer’s disease is a 
fatal disorder in which brain 
cells die and patients prog- 
ressively lose memory and 
function. 

Dr. Breitner said the pro- 
tective effect of the anti- 
inflammatory drugs was 
most pronounced in twin * 
pairs in which one member 
developed Alzheimer's af- 
ter age 71. 

He said the statistical evi- 
dence was strongest in 
women. 

“For the female pairs, all 
12 pairs studied had the 
association where the mem- 
ber of the pair who used the 
anti-inflammatory drug did 
not have Alzheimer’s or de- 
veloped it late," said Dr. 
Breitner. “The probability 
of that occurring by chance 
is less than one in a 
thousand. " 


Cats said to 
carry bacteria 
that can infect 
owners 


CHICAGO (R) — A bac- 
teria carried by many cats 
can infect humans with mild 
to life-threatening ailments 
such as s fever similar to 
that suffered by troops dur- 
ing the world wars, resear- 
chers said Tuesday. 

People with suppressed 
immune systems — such as 
AIDS patients and the 
elderly — are particularly 
susceptible to infections 
from the bacteria. Rochaii- 
maea Henselae, according 
to researchers at the Uni- 
versity of California at San 
Francisco. 

Because the number of 
people with suppressed im- 
mune systems is increasing, 
“it is probable that the re- 
ported incidence of 
Rochalimaea-associa ted hu- 
man disease will increase 
substantially,” wrote Dr. 
Jane Koehler in the Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association. 

* The researchers noted 
that cats and other pets are 
often recommended as 
companions to people with . 
AIDS and the elderly. 

Americans own 57 mil- 
lion felines, or about one 
for every three households. 

Blood samples taken 
from 61 cats in the San 
Francisco area found that 
25 — or 41 per cent — 
carried the bacteria. 

Treatment with antibio- ' 
tics can cure humans in 
fected with the bacteria who 
may become inflected with 
bacteria from the cats’ 
mouths or claws, the resear- 
chers wrote. 


Both antibiotics and flea 
control are useful in stop- 
ping the inflection from 
spreading to humans. The 
infections do not appear to 
harm the cats themselves. 

The author of the study 
said it should not be inter- 
preted as a call for people to 
get rid of cats. 

“I certainly don't advo- 
cate getting rid of cats. For 
the elderly and many others 
it's their only link to the 
world," said Dr. Koehler. 
“I'd suggest that people 
wash their hands after 
handling them and fvash 
any scratches or bites im- 
mediately with soap and 
water. ’* 

“I hope there isn’t an 
overreaction, ” said Fred 
Scott, a veterinarian at the 
Feline Centre at Cornell 
University 1 in Ithaca, New 
York. What has changed, he 
said, “is the increase in the 
number of immuno- 
suppressed people" who are 
more suscepoWe to an array 
of diseases. 

The various human ail- 
ments caused by the bacter- 
ia include an illness close to 
trench fever, a now-rare 
chronic disease often spread 
by lice among troops stud: 
in the trenches of Europe 
during both world wars. 

Others include Bacillary 
Angiomatosis, which causes 
lesions on the skin, bones 
and some organs, and cat- 
scratch fever, which has flu- 
like symptoms’ and causes 
lymph nodes near the 
scratch to become swollen 
and painful. * 
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Study: AZT 
limits AIDS 
Infection in 
newborns 


NEW YORK (R) — A 
federally financed study has 
found that the drug AZT 
dramatically reduced the 
transmission of the AIDS 
virus from infected mothers 
to their nowboms, the New 
York Times has reported. 

Quoting government 
health officials, the daily 
said the findings were consi- 
dered so significant that the 
study was ordered stopped, 
and the 59 U.S. and French 
medical centres that partici- 
pated were being told to 
offer AZT to the pregnant 
women who had been re- 
ceiving placebo. 

Dr. Harold Jaffe , an 
epidemiologist and the top 
scientist on the human im- 
munodeficiency virus 
(HIV) at the government’s 
Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) in 
Atlanta told the Times the 
study is l *the first indication 
that motber-to-chOd trans- 
mission of HIV can be at 
least decreased, if not pre- 
vented. ” 

The newspaper said that 
about 4 million women give 
birth each year in the Un- 
ited States, and health offi- 


cials estimate that 6,000 to 

7.000 of the women are 
infected with the AIDS 
virus, HTV. About 1^500 to 

2.000 of their children later 
become HTV infected. 

Transmission of the virus 
to newborns is a much big- 
ger health problem in Afri- 
ca, Asia and South America 
where infection rates 
among childbearing women 
overall can reach 10-to-30 
per cent in some areas, the 
paper said , quoting another 
official of die CDC. 

He added that in some 
areas of the United States, 
including some urban areas 
in the northeast, the compa- 
rable figure is as high as five 
per cent. 

The double-blind study 
involved 477 HIV-infected 
women at 50 medical cen- 
tres in the United States 
and nine in France who 
enrolled daring their 14th to 
34th week of pregnancy. 
The wo men agreed to re- 
ceive AZT or placebo pills 
during pregnancy and 
labour. 

Each newborn then re- 
ceived AZT in a syrup for 
six weeks, the paper said. 


SOLUTION 

CHECK YOUR I.Q. 

(1) A SPORTSMAN would be thinking of a bay horse 

. or of the barking of dogs, or of the branch of a stag's 

/ea Y es used 85 3 louring; a 
GEOGRAPHER of an indentation of the coast ■ 
and a BUILDER of a bay window. 

* + # tf* a- 

(2) JhfJZZv han i Z OU l d hf P° intin S to your right, and 

°™ e hands would seem t0 show three 
o clock; but the position of the figures would be 
reversed as well, and the hour hand would still & e 
pointing to nine. GUM and NOON would not 

SSX,” MUG N °o»- but «enw Z 

V # # jf. 

(3) The missing number is: 12. 
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By Jolm Retire 

ONE DAY in January, Rajesh 
woke a tradhaoo that has ruled 
-®.’ village for hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of years. 
He slapped Azad, a man of 
mgner caste, who had stolen 
some peas from his field. 

' By immutable Hindu custom 
^Untouchables" such as Ra- 
jesh are not allowed to share a 
meal with those of higher 
caste, pray in a temple or use 
their well for fear of polluting 
them — never min d touch, far 
less hit, them. 

No matter that Azad himself 
was a Kurmi, one of the Other 
Backward Castes (OBCs) as 
official jargon has it, who are 
despised by Brahmins and 
other high-caste Hindus. 

He in his torn despises Hari- 
jans (Children of God), as 
Mahatma Gandhi dabbed Un- 
touchables. However, they 
have now rejected this name as 
patronising and prefer to be 
called Dalits — the Oppressed. 

The outrage committed by 
Rajesh in tbe village of Darina, 
in the northern «*»*« of Uttar 
Pradesh, had to be punished. 

His middle-aged mother, 
Strivpatia, was stripped and pa- 
raded through the village at 
gnnpoint for an hour. No one 
tried to stop this. 

She was hicky. She was not 
killed, raped or beaten — 
merely horribly humiliated in a 
society whose seznal mores are 
intensely conservative. 

Others have been less for- 
tunate. Since the coalition be- 
tween OBCs, Dalits and Mus- 
lims took power in Uttar 
Pradesh nearly two months 
ago, dozens of men, women 
and children — the majority of 
them Dalits — have been kil- 
led, raped, beaten or had their 
huts burned down in caste 
dashes. 

With a population of nearly 
150 million, about 17 per cent 
of India's total and for more 
than any other staff. , Uttar 
Pradesh’s fate is crucial to In- 
dia. The defeat of the right- 
wing Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) sent shock waves* 
through the country. It had 
ruled for two years until dis- 
missed by Delhi after Hindu 
zealots tore down the Ay odhya 
mosque 15 months ago, and 
was confident of returning to 
power. 

And just because the new 
government is a coalition of 
OBCs, represented by the 
Samjwadi Party (SP), and 
Dafits hi their Balraj^Samaj 
Party (BSP), any violent 
clashes at grassroots Jewd are 
watched closely by sympathis- 
ers and opponents alike. 

The defeated BJP, together 
with its many sympathisers in 
the Hhufi-ianguage press, is 
desperate to stir up trouble in 
tiie hope of smashing die coali- 
tion. It has also called for 
presidential rule to be reim- 


posed because, in the words of 
the party's state president, 
Kabaj Mshra: “Uttar Pradesh 
i$ sheer lawlessness.” 

But the Cnlnrtt/i Telegraph, 
pointed out that the figures for 
major crimes in tbe same 
penod two years ago, when tbe 
BJP ran the state, were if 

any thing slightly higher. 

Other commentators have 
noted that pro-BJP newspap- 
ers often ignore more frequent 
dashes between Dafits and 
high castes, because they do 
not divide tbe coalition. 

This violence has been wide- 
ly described as a “caste war”. 
It is no such tiring, but merely a 
continuation of the age-old 
oppression of Dafits by every- 
one else. “Largely a one-way 

war,” observed the Telegraph. 

What is new is foe success of 
Dalits in exercising their votes 
to secure a share of power in 
their own right. 

In several states they have 
hitched a ride with other par- 
ties. In neighbouring Bihar it 
was the leftwing Janata Dal led 
by ftg chief minis ter, Lakxj 
Prasad Yadav. In the old days 
it used to be the ruling Con- 
gress Party, and in a few places 
it still is. But the Dalits have 
grown increasingly disillu- 
sioned with Congress and, in 
Uttar Pradesh, the Janata DaL 

As the most downtrodden in 
society, they have often been 
forced to stay at home while 
their vote was used by higher 
castes. But last November the 
formidable chief election com- 
missioner, IN Sesban, ensured 
that Uttar Pradesh's Dalits 
could cast their own votes. AD 
over India politicians are now 
wondering how to attract the 
Dalit vote. 

But it will be a long time 
before they feel the benefit of 
that vote in the villages, where 
three ont of every four Indians 
five. More often than not they 
are forced to five on the out- 
skirts of their village. The 
poorest and least educated, 
they do the filthiest and most 
menial jobs. 

Their leader in Uttar 
Pradesh, Kanslri Ram, has no 
programm e and refnses to dis- 
cuss one. “Just give us the 
power and the rest wDl foil into 
place,” he declares, as he 
s t umps the length and breadth 
of India in an effor t to repeat 
the t riump h in the state. 

Originating with the Aryan 
invasions, so most scholars be- 
lieve, early castes represented 
the four main occupations in 
society: Brahmins (priests), 
Kshatriyas (warriors)-, - 
Vaishyas (creators of wealth) 
and Shodras (labourers). This 
aimed at an efficient division of 
labour. 

Over the centuries these 
four groups were divided and 
subdivided into occupations 
and professions which became 
hereditary, hierarchical and 
even, the Brahmins proc- 



Imfia’g ‘backward’ castes no longer prepared to sit on the scrap heap (file photo) 


The awakening of the oppressed 

India’s ‘Untouchables’ flex their political muscles 


King returns after Umra 


(Continued from page 1) 

King had no scheduled meet- 
ing with tire Saudi monarch 
before he left for Umra, did 
not hide their disappointment. 

. “The attitude by tbe Saudis 
was definitely negative and not 
conducive to reconciliation,” 
said a senior official. 

“When interests of states are 
at risk, top state officials 
should rise above personal dis- 
putes,” he added. 

Western diplomats here con- 
cur with the disap pointed offi- 
cials. Analysts describe the 
Saudi decision as “counter pro- 
ductive." 

News agencies quoted Saudi 
diplomats as saying that while 
they had been told by Jorda- 
nian officials that there was no 
scheduled meeting between 
the rwo monarchs. “the royal 
court only informed us that the 
King wanted to perform 
umra,” a senior Saudi 
diplomat, who refused to be 
identified, was quoted as 
saying by the AP. "There was 
no request for any high-level 
meetings.” 

A source dose to the palace 
said . there was no attempt by 
tbe Saudis to make any high- 
level contact with the King or 


any member of his delegation. 

“We are very disappointed," 
said tins source. “The King was 
reaching out in reconciliation 
but King Fabd (fid not re- 
spond." 

Although neither Jordan nor 
Saudi Arabia officially con- 
firmed a reconciliation meet- 
ing, official sources had pri- 
vately said that tbe two kings 
were to meet Tuesday for the 
fast time since foe outbreak of 
the Gulf crisis in 1990. 

Relations between the two 
kingdoms soured after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in Aug. 1990 
when Jordan refused to join 
Saadi-based U.S.-led multina- 
tional forces that drove Iraq 
out of Kuwait. 

Jordan, at foe time, declared 
tha t while it condemned Iraq's 
takeover of its smaller neigh- 
bour Kuwait it felt that the 
problem had to be contained 
within Arab ranks. 

King Hussein conducted a 
shuttle diplomacy between 
Iraq and Egypt immediately 
after the invasion, trying to 
withhold an Arab League con- 
demnation of Iraq with Iraqi 
leadership promises that be 
was ready to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

His attempts to contain the 


laimed, divinely ordered — so 
entrenching their position at 
tbe top. 

There are said to be as many 
as 1,000 castes and rab-castes, 
often with different statuses in 
different regions. Even foe 
Dalits have sub-castes and the 
upper Dalits often despise the 
lower, and may even vote BJP. 

At the village level many 
OBCs, particularly the Knr- 
nris, are landowners, analo- 
gous to Kulaks, who have no 
intention of allowing competi- 
tion .from?: landless DsIUl 
labourers..”.- v j 

Indeed,- Knrfms from, all 
political parties and many 
states recently held a rally in 
Patna, capital of Bihar, to 
boost their caste’s upward 
mobility. Many have gone to 
the towns, secured an educa- 
tion and taken government or 
professional jobs. 

Perhaps the dosest OBC ally 

problem within Arab ranks, 
however, foiled when the Arab 
League voted to condemn Iraq 
despite earlier promises to 
withhold the derision. 

Saadi Arabia, enraged by 
foe Jordanian position, re- 
sponded by cutting off much- 
needed economic aid to Jordan 
and discontinued its fuel sup- 
plies to tiie country. 

Relations suffered a serious 
setback and diplomatic mis- 
sions between the two coun- 
tries have operated with mini- 
mum staff since that time. 

Officials here hoped that a 
meeting between the two 
monarchs would have turned a 
new page in trilateral relations. 

“The Saudis had told us that 
the Eng was welcome to per- 
form the Umra but that there 
was to be no scheduled meet- 
ing with King Fahd,” a senior 
official said. 

“Yet we were hopeful that 
this meeting would be 
arranged tty foe time King 
Hussein arrived in Saudi Ara- 
bia," the senior official added. 

Analysts believed that King 
Fahd’s decision to meet 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat and Yemeni leader Ah 
Abdallah Saleh was an "en- 
couraging” sign that tbe Saadi 
leadership would also move to 
normalise relations with Jor- 


of the Dafits in Uttar Pradesh 
are the Yadavs, the cattle her- 
ders, although they are re- 
garded by some specialists, 
such as tbe sociologist Ranji 
Kothari, as a Backward, rather 
than a lower Other Backward 
Caste. Tbe difference is cru- 
cial. 

Mulayam Singh Yadav, the 
SP leader, is tbe state’s chief 
m mkte . r who has to walk a 
slippery tightrope to keep his 
minority coalition in power 
with the support of the few 
Congress and Janata Dal mem- 
bers of Uttar Pradesh’s assem- 
bly. 

But the Yadavs, who arc 
also landowners, have clashed 
more than once with Dafits. 
Since the BSP victory in 
November, Dalits in many vil- 
lages in the state have put up 
statues of their great hero, 
Bhim Rao Ambedkar, an Un- 
touchable contemporary of 

dan. The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Ye- 
men adopted a wnilar position 
to that of Jordan after foe Aug. 
2 invasion. 

Amm an’s ties with most of 
foe Gulf states, except Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, have im- 
proved espcd a Dy with Qatar, 
tiie United Arab Emirates and 

O man . 

Officially. Jordan was care- 
ful not to raise hopes by stres- 
sing that the long’s visit on 
Tuesday was for purely reli- 
gious reasons bat sources had 
also revealed that an advance 
team from the palace was sent 
a week before tiie King’s trip 
to arrange for the meeting. 

King Fahd normally grants 
courtesy audiences to most 
beads of state visiting his coun- 
try on pflgrimage. 

Some analysts here now ex- 
pect relations between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia to worsen 
after King Fahd’s “rebuff." 

“At best Jordan will try to 
contain foe problem," said one 
analyst. “But tbe King will not 
try such a gesture again. He 
has gone ont of his way.” 

Other analysts, however, 
disagree and say that there 
were no high expectations of 
reconciliation at this time and 
that thing s will just have to 
“take their own pace.” 


Gandhi who went abroad to 
become a distinguished lawyer, 
and fought for his fellows’ 
rights. Dr. Ambedkar even- 
tually rejected Hinduism to be- 
came a Buddhist. 

In tbe village of Fatehnlla- 
pur some local Yadavs com- 
plained that tbe land on which 
the statue was placed one night 
belonged to them. But Dalits 
claimed that they had also used 
it for tethering cattle and stor- 
ing cow dung. It turned out to 
be common land, but the inci- 
dent shows that many clashes 
originate in land disputes. 

The late Dr. Ambedkar has 
recently been tbe cause of 


much more violent dashes in 
his native Maharashtra state. 

Acutely aware of the need to 
placate Dalits, Maharashtra’s 
powerful chief minister, Shar- 
ad Pawar, finally decided to 
implement a unanimous deci- 
sion of foe state assembly 16 
years ago to nam e the Marath- 
wada University after Dr. 
Ambedkar. Violent upper- 
caste rioting in 1978 blocked 
the change. 

On tins occasion, 11 people 
were killed and several Dalit 
villages were burned. But tbe 
decision- went through. 

The BJP is deeply 
threatened by the alliance of 


Dalits, OBCs and Muslims 
agains t the upper castes who 
support it. Its message is Hin- 
du unity against others, not- 
ably Muslims. But Dalits and 
OBCs are beginning to see that 
such unity merely prolongs the 
old repressive order, and that 
their vote can be crucial in 
radically reforming it — espe- 
cially if they are joined by 
Muslims. 

Unless tiie alliance holds, 
foe old order will continue. 
“No angle caste has sufficient 
numbers to win an election, 
which accounts for the SP-BSP 
combine," said Mr. Kothari. 

“The struggle is between the 


pluralistic concept ■»’ _as:ej 
and the hierarchiuii — th$ 
Brahminical concept of a sodo 
ty which says: ‘I, not you. wifl 
define what you are.” ! 

“But now those at the bot- 
tom are saying: ‘We’re going to 
do it.’ It’s the struggle of the 
toifing classes who were left 
out of the state and the mar- 
ket.” ; 

But, said Mr. Kothari;. 
“Caste is always going to be 
stronger than an Indian identi- 
ty... It gets transformed in the 
process of democratic politics, 
but you can’t beat it.” 

The Guardian 


Hebron settlers are confident Israel, PLO remain deadlocked 


(Continued from page 11 

ment of Kfryat Arba adjacent 

to Hebron. . ■ 4 

Her husband Jamil said set- 
tlers had thrown stones at their 
house sax or seven times since 
the massacre. , 

“They have been attacking 

us for the past 20 years. I do 

not think that they will ever 
stop,” he said. 

Arab Hebron snnmeis, resi- 
dents corse the PLO for ex- 
ploring ways to continue the 
peace talks almost as much as 
they curse Israel. - 

A brief attempt to bn foe 
curfew for two horns Monday 
morning ewfed ^ 

between tennagers converging 
on foe six Jewish houses and 
the soldiers guarding them. 


Between 1,000 and 1,500 sol- 
diers are now protecting foe 
settlers. 

The day ended with two 
Palestinians dead from army 
gunfire and four wounded. Tbe 
death (oil since tire massacre is 
eight. 

Oued Ben Ami, spokesman 
for Prime Minister Rabin on 
security matters, said foe cur- 
few in Hebron is indefinite. 
Elsewhere in foe occupied ter- 
ritories foe last four curfews 
were lifted Tuesday. 

The residents defy the cur- 
few when foe occasion is im- 
portant enough. One such 
occasion was a wake for tiie 
two men killed Monday, shot 
after they threw rocks at an 
army jeep. 


(Continued from page 1) 
nian self-rule authority in the 
occupied territories, they said. 

Mr. Rabin disagreed with 
PLO demands in a Security 
Council resolution calling for 
international protection for 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and for disarming 
settlers, they said. 

A PLO negotiator told Reu- 
ters tbe organisation is sticking 
to its demands resulting from 
foe Hebron massacre, which 
are: 

— International protection 
throughout the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with a 
focus on areas where dashes 
between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians are likely to happen, 
such as Hebron. 

— Dismantling of some Jew- 
ish settlements which consti- 


tute potential sources of vio- 
lence. 

— Banning settlers from car- 
rying amis outside settlements. 

— Reopening the settle- 
ments issue which was to be 
discussed only two years from 
now in tbe PLO-Israel negotia- 
tions. 

Israel has said it would con- 
sider negotiating an unarmed 
international force but has 
ruled out disarming any but the 
most extreme settlers and up- 
rooting any settlement. 

A top Arafat aide said Tues- 
day that a summit with Mr. 
Rabin was out of the question 
until the Jewish state agrees to 
guarantee the security of 
Palestinians in the occupied 
lands. 
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ne in ten Americans 
rely on charities to eat 


Britain goes on job offensive ahead of Detroit summit 


CHICAGO (R) — One in 10 
Americans, or an estimated 26 
-million people, rely on chari t- 
( aMe food agencies to eat. 
many of them families driven 

* into the ranks of the hungry by 
r joblessness, a srudv by the 
l largest U.S. food bank said 

Wednesday. 

i Second Harvest, which dis- 
; tributes thousands of tonnes of 
■ donated food and groceries 
k annually, said ncariy" half its 
hungry clients arc children, 
‘many fromk households where 
‘the chic' breadvi'inneT has lost 
a skilled job and is unable to 
1 llnd another. 

* “This study reveals a whole 
. new realm of hungry people,” 

. vaid Christine Vladtmtroff, 

president of Second Harvest. 
"(lt> breaks the stereotypical 
images of the homeless as 
‘those who are (the) hungry." 

’ More than two thirds of the 
households using charitable 


food outlets had no adult 
working. A majority of them 
jobless for more than three 
months, said the study, funded 
by Kraft General Foods. 

The study by a marketing 
research firm received re- 
sponses from 11.822 agencies, 
including food pantries, soup 
kitchens, homeless shelters 
and other emergency feeding 
programmes over an 18-mcwrh 
period. Second Harvest, a net- 
work of 185 food banks that 
supplies 41.587 charitable 
agencies, said it was the most 
comprehensive study ever 
done on such programmes. 

The demand for donated 
food k growing, with some 
agencies having to turn away 
hungry diems and reduce the 
size of food aid packages to 
stretch supplies. Second Har- 
vest projected food demand at 
120.5 million pounds (54.2 mil- 
lion kilogramme) in 1993, a 16 


per cent increase from the year 
before. 

While an estimated one in 
nine Americans used food 
stamps, less than half of those 
who come to emergency food 
programmes receive the gov- 
ernment food vouchers. 

The study found that less 
than one in five recipients of 
food aid were homeless, and 
only eight per cent could be 
considered transients. 

The makeup of charitable 
clients was skewed toward chil- 
dren. senior citizens and 
African-Americans, with a 
higher percentage seeking food 
from the agencies than their 
proportion of the population as 
a whole. 

Children under age 17 
accounted for 43 per cent of 
those receiving emergency 
food aid. although they repre- 
sent 26 per met of the popula- 
tion. 


LONDON (R) — Britain is 
going to the Group of Seven 
(G-7) jobs summit in Detroit 
next week convinced that hs 
deregulated labour market 
holds the solution to the de- 
veloped world's unemploy- 
ment problem. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Kenneth Clarke told a news 
conference Tuesday that other 
countries were coming round 
to Britain's way of thinking. 

“The fact is, other Euro- 
peans are readily understand- 
ing the importance of having 
flexible labour markets," Mr. 
Qarke said at a news confer- 
ence. “Our missfonaiy work is 
paying off.” 


U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has invited the other G-7 coun- 
tries — Canada, Japan, Ger- 
many. France, Italy and Bri- 
tain — to Detroit on March 14 
and 15 to discuss ways of bring- 
ing down unemployment. 

Some 7.8 per cent of the 
workforce was unemployed in 
the 24 developed countries of 
the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
at the end of 1993. 


Britain has managed to bring 
down its unemployment total 
by 205,000 since January 1993 
to 2.79 million, or to 9.9 per 
cent from 10.6 per cent of the 
workforce. The government' 


claims that a newly flexible 
labour market allowed the rate 
to start frlling very early after 
the en of the 1990-92 recession. 

“The reason we're going (to 
Detroit) and taking it so 
seriously is we hope to build on 
the tide of opinion which we 
think is slowly moving in our 
direction,” Mr. Qarke said, 
presenting a summit policy 
paper, “the U.K. Approach.” 

Mr. Clarke said Britain's 
approach was based on three 
principles-. 

— Solid macroeconomic 
policies, with the aims of low 
inflation and sound public fi- 
nances. 

. — Free trade, vital for world 


Abu Dhabi, 
BCCI 
liquidators 
agree $1.8b 
deal 


Israeli economy 
loses some luster 



ABU DHABI (R) — liquida- 
tors of the collapsed Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI) and its Abu 
Dhabi shareholders have agreed 
an unproved deal to compen- 
sate credit ore, a source close to 
the talks said Wednesday. 

Touche Ross and key Abu 
Dhabi shareholders ended 
talks last week on a provision- - 
al agreement for the majority 
BCCI owners to pay $1.8 bil- 
lion, $100 million more than 
previously offered, to settle all 
claims by creditors worldwide, 
the source said. 

“An agreement in principle 
has been readied. The talks 
are not still going on." he told 
Reuters in a reference to re- 
ports m London that the talks 
were continuing. 

Touche Ross announced a 
provisional agreement in Lon- 
don Tuesday but later said it 
was premature. 

The source described the de- 
lay as an administrative tech- 
nicality “because all of the' 
people had not been in- 
formed.” 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
economy, which only months 
ago had shined in the glow of a 
peace deal with the PLO, has 
lost some lustre. 

Scandal and a slump have hit 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, 
the International Monetary 
Fund has cautioned that infla- 
tion could be making a com- 
eback and peace prospects 
have dimmed in the aftermath 
of the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre. 

“The economy is in a slow- 
down," Pinhas Landau, editor 
of Israel’s Telegraph financial 
newspaper, wrote Wednesday, 
pointing to a real change in the 
atmosphere and market activ- 
ity in the past two to three 
months. 

Official statistics in the com- 
ing months will tell whether 
the bubble has burst, but finan- 
cial analysis agree that Israel's 
new image as a key player in 
the future economy of a peace- 
ful Middle East is fading. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, the stock market's Mis- 
ti tanim blue chip index has 
plunged about 12 per cent 

Traders point to a widening 
investigation into share man- 
ipulations — the biggest scan- 
dal to plague the exchange 
since the 1983 collapse of bank 
shares — as a main factor 
behind the slump on a market 
that had boomed in recent 
years. 

Many Israelis who poured 
money into the market for 
tax-free gains are worried, 
saying the drop reflects a fun- 
damental souring of the 
national mood. 

Two brokers and a share 
investment adviser were 
arrested Tuesday by the watch- 
dog Securities and Exchange 
CommissioD. At least three 
other brokers were detained 
last month on suspicion of 
illegal trading. No one has 
been brought to trial yet. 

“Unlike developed bourses 
abroad, Tel Aviv is influenced 
by various interest groups. 


acting alone or in tandem, who 
exploit multiple cracks that are 
not plugged by law or regula- 
tions," former finance minister 
Yitzhak Modai said. 

In an article published 
Wednesday in the Yedioth 
Ahronoth daily, he described 
the stock exchange as “very 
nervous.” 

Treasury officials said it was 
too early to gauge the effect 
that the Hebron massacre of 
.some 40 Palestinians by a Jew- 
ish settler might have on eco- 
nomic activity, which finally 
edged higher 0.4 per cent in 
January after no change in the 
last months of 1993. 

They have forecast that the 
subsequent sealing of the occu- 
pied territories from Israel, a 
move that is keeping tens of 
thousands of Palestinian 
labourers away from their jobs 
in the Jewish state, will do tittle 
damage because many Israeli 
employers have learned from 
past closures how to cope. 

Travel agents report on ma- 
jor cancellations of bookings 
by foreign tourists. Organisers 
of an international business 
conference held in occupied 
Jerusalem three days after the 
massacre said they were en- 
couraged by deals made, totall- 
ing $45 million. 

But the warning signs are 
out. 

The International Monetary 
Fond, in a preliminary report 
on the Israeli economy pub- 
lished Sunday, cautioned 
against higher inflation and 
said die central bank might 
have to raise interest rates, as 
it did at the end of last year. 

Inflation was 11.2 per cent 
last year. The government and 
Bank of Israel have set a target 
of eight per cent for 1994. 

“Another interest rate rise 
at tiiis stage would be out of 
place and the governor of the 
Bank of Israel knows my opin- 
ion chi this matter,” Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat said 
in an interview published 
Wednesday in Telegraph. 
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THE BETTER HALF 



*lf income taxes get too high. I’ll just 
beg my boss for a pay cut." 


Andy Capp 
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economics to flourish. 

— Structural reforms, parti- 
cularly in the labour market, to 
ensure labour flexibility afid 
encourage investment in train- 
ing, and measures to encour- 
age small and medium-sized 

films. 

The paper bad nothing to 
say about public works prog- 
rammes of the kind suggested 
by the European Commission 
to create jobs, and Mr. Clarke 
rejected the idea that demand 
management had a role to 
[day, though be welcomed fis- 
cal stimulus plans in Japan._ 


Mr. Clarke denied that Bri- 
tain would be isolated int» 
refusal to consider job-creation 
schemes, insisting that the poli- 
tical climate had been “utterly 
transformed" in the past few 

y< sSnce 1979, Britain has 
enacted a series of trade union 
reforms and amended employ- 
ment protection legislation to 
ensure flexibility of wag« and 
work conditions. Mr. Clarke 
denied these policies had 
undennined workders’ rights 
and endangered the welfare 
state. 


FORECAST for THURSDAY MARCH 10, 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
3ENERAL TENDENCIES: and 

Difficult aspects are in effect commumcanons matters wisely 
sarfv in the dav. so use caution in and quickly. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Difficult mpfsi* are in effect 
early in the day, so use caution in 
aO endeavours at this time. Don't 
force issues witii others who dif- 
fer in their point of view, with 
you. Hear them out. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study every angle of your finan- 
cial affairs and set up a sensible 
plan for the days ahead. Think of 
loved ones, especially the chil- 
dren. 


TAURU& (April 20 to May 20) 
Enjoy the company of old mends 
and make new ones who can help 
Do mike your life richer. Be wide 
awake to new opportunities. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Show your finest talents at the 
tasks yon are doing and get 
excellent benefits from it. Don’t 
spend money faster than it cooks 
in. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be with good friends and 
relieve tensions you have been 
under for a long time. Be careful 
not to exploit friends or you wifi 
lace diem. 


LEO: (July 22 to Angust 21) Plan 
.more tune for home improve- 
ments and bring more happiness 
there. Study a plan well before 
you put it in operation for your 
success. 


imBA i (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You are able to add 
appreciably to present income if 
you take advantage of opportuni- 
ties as they present themselves to 
you at this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don't waste time 
on a project that doesn’t have the 
approval of higher-ups. Be care- 
ful not to embarrass an associate 
or you may regret the situation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Meet problems 
as they arise and stop woning 
needlessly- You have the support 
of friends and kin in any situation 
which is troubling you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Good friends wi» 
help you to gain a desired **h. 
even if they are temperaroe 0 *^- 
Entertain them later, b* 2 - Jpend 
within your means 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You have a lot of 
enthusiasm now and you are able 
to acco m plish much. Be sure to 
ell credit affairs wisely 
and yon win have the best of all 


VIRGO: (Angust 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Have talks with partners 
that bring more accord, respect 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) New situations arise that 
could help you advance since you 
understand them well. You learn 
a good deal you had not known 
before this time. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 11, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The New Moon in Pisces trines 
Jupiter and con jurats the Sun 
making it a time to apply current 
and up-to-date methods to what- 
ever you have in mind and get 
excellent results. Rely on your 
own judgement. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Handle money matters wisely 
and they are soon behind you. 
Come to a better understanding 
with a loved one. Talk less ana 
Bstcu more what is said. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Situations arise so that you know 
what your exact position is with 
partners, so try to please them 
more. You can take it in stride. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Plan some time for improving 
relations with fellow associates 
and all works more efficiently. 
Moderation is the keynote now. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Relieve worry and ten- 
son now with some outdoor re- 
creations. Be with the right kind 
of friends. Have greater rapport 
witit Ion. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Investigate a new enterprise that 
could be fine for you. Expansion 
should be BHennost in your mind 
in both your business and per- 
sonal fife. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Go to the right source for 
the data you need in order to 


improve routines. Regular part- 
ners could gjve you fine sugges- 
tions, so follow them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You find the right ways 
for adding, to your abundance 
and you should follow through 
on yoni 1 ide as. Take care of 
minor household repairs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are capable 
of gaining personal aims now, so 
go after them intelligently. 
Avoid one who may have ulter- 
ior motives which could be harm- 
ful to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You wiD get 
better results if you are more 
secretive about a plan you have 
in mind for making more money. 
The future looks brighter to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get your friends to 
cooperate with you and gain 
some cherished aims easily. Meet 
new personalities at evening par- 
ties. Dress in style. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can make big 
progress in career, credit and . 
civic affairs now. Gain the sup- 
port of an expert. Follow intui- 
tions for best results. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get out of the doldrums you 
are in by being more active. A 
new friend can be relied upon for 
bdp now. Avoid one with a 
jealous streak. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Jao« BL Sender 


ACROSS 
1 An &senhw«er 
6 Thinks 
1> Haggard 
iwolrw 

T4 Removes a ha 

15 “Befeeva A 

16 Chinese dynasty 

17 REDS 

lSEJOerty 

20Fatifcttt*s 
21 Try to avoid a 


I 38 SSS 33888 B 

&.3SSS* IiaaBH 


26 Wooden 

27 Cenam Uctory 
worker 

28 Pxauresdt-e 

29 Feeds the hoy 

30 Mjctaei of 


31 Amty offs 
Long Over 
35 Young salmon 


37 Inventor's 
monogram 

38 New DeDh garti 

39 porridge 
not." 

40 Cutting ted 

42 Quenched 

43 Beseech 

45 Moves Swiftly 

46 Uted 

47 Uehes tranqud 

48 Diartst Ansa 
4B TWINS 

54 Bit of land m me 
Seme 

55 Wed 

56 Kuwam rmen 

57 Curve 

58 Journal 

59 Dogma 





DOWN 

1 Throng 

2 GiiJbon Or gorfli 

3 — empe 
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Deposits at banks 
in Jordan total nearly 
JD5b at end of ’93 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian banks 
held deposits worth nearly JD 
5 billion at the end of 1993, 
reflecting an increase of five 
per cent over the previous 
year, according to figures re- 
leased by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ). 

The December bulletin of 
the CBJ said the total deposits 
at Jordanian commercial banks 
stood at JD 4,965.6 million at 
the end of the year, compared 
with JD 4,749 million in 1992 
and JD 2,642,6 million in 1990. 

The figures showed that sav- 
ings brought in by Jordanian 
expatriates returning borne 
during and after the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
accounted for the bulk of the 
rise in deposits. 

A split-up showed that die 
h jmlra held JD 3,226.5 million 
in time deposits, JD 1.035.6 
million in demand deposits and 
JD 703-5 million in saving de- 
posits. The respective figures 
for 1993 were JD 3,040.5 mil- 
lion, JD 1,107.6 milli on and JD 
600.9 million. 

Outstanding credits ex- 
tended by commercial banks 
’ stood at JD 2,619.9 million at 
the end of 1993, reflecting an 
increase of nearly JD 400 mil- 
lion in fresh credits during the 
year. The figures showed the 
banks remained under a ceiling 
for fresh credits in 1993 set by 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

The CBJ bulletin said the 
number of bank brandies in 
Jordan rose by 41 to reach 385 
in 1993, compared with 105 in 
1978 and 275 in 1986. 

The gross foreign assets of 
Jordanian commercial banks 
stood at JD 2,167.7 million at 
the end of 1993 compared with 
JD 2324.8 milli on in 1992, JD 
2,034.8 million in 1991 and 
1,863.5 milli on in 1990. 

The banks held JD 29.9 mil- 
lion in dinars and JD 213 
million foreign currency in 
vaults, JD 786.3 mill ion in ba- 
lances with the Central Bank, 
JD 21.3 million in balances in 
accounts among each 
other, JD 1,381.1 million in 
foreign b«nlc accounts, JD 53.4 
- minion in investments abroad, 
JD 660.9 million inc foreign 
exchange accounts' witii the 
Central Bank, JD 40.9 million 
in claims on non-resident pri- 
vate sector, JD 134.9 million in 
government bonds, JD 36 mil- 
lion in public entity bonds and 
JD 8.7 milli on in corporate 
bonds. 

Total assets of die banks, 
including foreign assets, bonds 
and credit facilities (resident), 
fixed assets, receivables, and 
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local investments, stood at JD 
6,7523 million compared with 
JD 63U3 million in 1992, JD 
5399-1 milli on in 1991 and JD 
4,090 million in 1990. 

A split-up of the credit facili- 
ties showed that die banks had 
extended JD 171.9 million in 
treasury bonds, JD 1,3753 
milli on in loans and advances, 
JD 370.4 milli on in discounted 
hills, and JD 830.4 million in 
overdrafts. 

Bills receivable totalled JD 
373 million, domestic invest- 
ments were JD 1363 million, 
fixed assets were worth JD 
121.8 milli on and other assets 
totalled JD 436.6 million. 

The commercial banks' de- 
posits with the Central Bank 
stood at double the obligatory 
amount, with an actual balance 
of JD 776.6 million (JD 523 
million in notice deposits and 
JD 253.6 mini on in demand 
deposits) at the end of the year 
while the obligatory amount 
was JD 387.9 million (JD 254.9 
million in notice deposits and 
JD 133 million in demand de- 
posits). 

The tendency of file banks to 
increase their deposits with the 
Central Bank more than the 
obligatory amounts showed a 
high liquidity in the market 
restrained by limits on com- 
mercial bank credits to the 
public. 

' In the absence of outlets to 
lend credits because of the 
curbs, the banks opt to deposit 
the excess funds with the Cen- 
tral ft*nk so that they could get 
a minimum level of returns to 
mate up for the interest they 
have to pay to their depositors. 

The Central Bank lifted 
most of those curbs in early 
1994. The limits were imposed 
partly to curb excess liquidity 
in tiie market which lewis to 
high inflation and allow the 
monetary authorities to keep 
dose control of the situation. 

Banks offered a minimum of 
five per cent and a maximum 
of 8.75 per cent interest on 
one-year fixed deposits, com- 
ing down to four per cent to 83 
per cent for nine months, three 
per cent to 838 per cent for six 
months, three per cent to 7.88 
per cent for three months and 
three per cent to 7.75 per cent 
.ifttt. one. .month. For demand 
■r deposits tiie interest rate re- 
uimained under five per cent. 
On the other end, the banks 
levied interest rates ranging 
from nine per cent to 1435 per 
cent and 03 per cent to one 
per cent commission on their 
credits depending on the time 
periods. 

The Central Bank relaxed its 
controls on interest rates and 
let market forces dictate the 
terms three years ago. 


DUBAI (R) — Oman expects 
to complete a feasibility 
study fay the end of this month 
on a $6 Ullion natural gas 
project aimed at turning it into 
a major gas exporter, an Oma- 
ni oil source said Wednesday. 

“We are still in the feasibil- 
ity stage of the project and that 
will be finished by die end of 
this month. Major decisions 
will be taken between the start 
of April and mid-May,” the 
source told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Oman. 

The project has an upstream 
part to get the gas out of the 
. ground, likely to cost about $2 
billion. Its downstream part, 
costing $4 billion, includes 
turning the gas vapour into 
liquid natural gas (LNG) and 
exporting it, industry sources 
said. 

When completed, the pro- 
ject would torn Oman into an 
exporter of 800 million cubic 
feet (23 million cubic metres) a 
day of LNG by tire end of the 
century. 


Oman now earns most of its 
income from crude oil, but the 
price of ofl has plummeted in 
the past year, touching five- 
year lows. 

The source said major ex- 
port markets for the LNG 
would indude the Far East, 
where energy demand is rock- 
eting because of rapid indust- 
rial growth,, and Europe. Gas 
is favoured as being less harm- 
ful to the environment than oil. 

“We don’t have any purch- 
ase agreements yet, but we 
have some positive leads in 
Europe,” the source said. 

Oman and India have agreed 
in principle on a $5 billion gas 
pipeline between tiie two coun- 
tries. The source said they 
were now talking about how 
much India would pay for 

O mani gas. 

The upstream part of the 
Oman gas export project in- 
cludes building gas production 
and processing facilities at 
Gelds deep in Oman's nigged 
interior, as well as a pipeline 


to the coast. It is still at the 
prequalification stage, the 
source said. 

“That stage mil probably be 
completed in a month or two,” 
the source added. 

Press reports earlier said 24 
companies had applied to pre- 
qualify for the wink, including 
the U3. Bechtel Corp and 
Foster Wheeler Corp unit Fos- 
ter Wheeler Energy. 

This part of the project is 
being managed by the 60 per 
cent stage-owned Petroleum 
Development Oman (PDO) 
consortium. 

Tenders have already been 
invited for work on the down- 
stream part of the project, 
which includes a gas liquefac- 
tion plant and export terminal 
as well as the purchase of LNG 
tanker ships. 

Oman formally approved a 
joint venture, the Oman Li- 
quefield Natural Gas Com- 
pany, last month to run this 
part of the project, in which it 
will hold a 51 per cent stake. 


The Royal Dutch Shell • 
Group, the major private 
shareholder in PDO, will hold . 
34 per cent. The rest is split in .■ 
shares of six per cent or less * 
among two Western and three 
Japanese ofl. firms. 

The source said Oman was . 
contributing $780 million in . 
equity to the total $6 billion 
costs. The rest will be funded 
by a mixture of equity from . 
foreign partners and bank . 
loans. 

A site for the liquefaction • 
plant has already been chosen . 
on the northern Omani coast, . 
but the source said officials 
were considering another site - 
nearer the gas fields. 

He said the second ate, near 
the coatal town of Sur south of . 
Muscat, could save S80-S90 
million. Construction would be 
cheaper near a large town and , 
the pipeline from the fields , 
could be made shorter. 

“We planned with a range of - 
prices and took (a possible fall) , 
into consideration,” he said. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PflCKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



FOR RENT fr SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


The Inn Place to be. 




ItAIMITEL 

i|j£<jI|Is 


Airman - TeL 668133 
P.O.Box 9403 - Rax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


.Sweiflyeh. 

816690 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LABA SALON AND 




Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 




Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 

4:30 p.m.-V. Late 


ttmi. 

[STz fc CCKTf N’E NTAL 
■ j:uoi 


^3 

Thf.BestIn 
Indian Cuisine. 




Opkn'Fok Liahi & Oinm:k... 
For reiervations caH. 64-1361 : 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


AVIS 



Sf 699-420 


Ajidaluduzn 

Iftar 

or a. la. carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle 


.Tel. 6 1 50 6 1 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Trpical Cfcfas* Foods 
SkHtad Chinese Oafs 


Opts I 3J0A 6.W- Mtimgbt 


Take away is available 

Shat AM/afi Street: 

Um Uthatnah Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
Cnee Tasted Always Loud 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle JaoalAmrfian. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away is available 

open daily ' 

5:00 - 11:30 p.m. 

TeL 638963 
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U.S. reports progress towards 
Muslim-Croat peace in Bosnia 


ZAGREB (R) — The United 
States said Wednesday "enor- 
mous progress” had been 
made in negotiations to estab- 
lish a Bosnian federation of 
Muslims and Croats linked to 
Croatia. 

Peace efforts for Bosnia 
moved into high gear after 
U.S. peace broken, building 
on a preliminary Croat-Muslim 
peace pact reached in 
Washington 10 days ago, told 
Bosnian Serbs lo join their 
rivals or sink into "the black 

bole in Europe." 

“To my mind, we have made 
an enormous amount of prog- 
ress,"' U.S. special envoy 
Charles Redman said in Zag- 
reb. He had talks with Croa- 
tian President Fraojo Tudjman 
Tuesday. 


Mr. Redman said negotia- 
tions in Vienna to implement 
the agreement, focusing on the 
constitution and boundaries of 
ethnically-defined cantons 
within the federation, were 
going well with no serious 
hitches expected. 

Croatian Foreign Minister 
Mate G runic, who also met 
Mr. Redman, said the talks 
could be wrapped up by the 
cod of the week. 


“Things are moving so fast 
tturt you cannot take a snap- 
shot at any moment and get a 
fnfl read on the progress so 
far,” a U.S. diplomat told 


Reuters Wednesday. 

Mr. Redman cautioned that 
the agreement could not bring 
full-fledged peace in Bosnia 
without the participation of the 
Bosnian Serbs, now holding 70 
per cent of the republic. 

He met Bosnian Serb offi- 
cials and their patron. Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic, 
in Belgrade earlier Tuesday for 
what he described as "pre- 
liminary talks” to draw Bos- 
nia's most powerful faction 
into the new federation. 

But while Balkan diplomacy 
made big strides, a Spanish 
plane in a NATO task force 
enforcing a U.N. no-fly zone 
over Bosnia was hit by ground 
fire over Croatia. Four passen- 
gers were slightly injured. 

A NATO spokesman said 
the plane had to make an 
emergency landing at Rijeka 
Airport on Croatia's northern 
Adriatic coast. - 

The Croatian government 
said the plane was struck by 
one of two small anti-aircraft 
rockets fired from the Krajina 
enclave occupied by separatist 
Serbs. 

The enclave skirts the. 
government-controlled coast. 

Hows after the midday inci- 
dent, Krajina Serbs shelled 
thhc‘ town of Gospic on the 
gov ernm ent side of a U.N. 
ce asefir e line for three hours, - 
but no one was injured, Croa- 
tian Radio said. 


' But Serb guns opened up 
again early Wednesday, target- 
ing Otocac north of Gospic, 
foe radio said. It gave no de- 
tails of damage for casualties. 

In Belgrade, Mr. Redman 
tried to draw Serb leaders into 
a U.S.-brokered accord that 
ides for Croats and Mus- 
i to form a binational entity 
"of semi-autonomous cantons in 
Bosnia and then join them to 
Croatia in a loose confedera- 
tion. 

The Croat-Muslim agree- 
ment, signed in Washington a 
week ago, marked Washing- 
ton's direct entry into the 
search for peace in Bosnia af- 
ter months of keeping to the 
diplomatic sidelines. 

Mr. Redman described the 
U.S.-sponsored Mushm-Croat 
accord as the first phase in 
efforts for an overall settle- 
ment. Drawing the Serbs into 
the process was the second 
stage. _ 

After "meeting Nikola Kol- 
jevic, a senior aide of Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic, Mr. Redman declared: 
"We... are agreed that we are 
aO going to stay very heavily 
involved, very active in this 

n 

process. 

Mr. Koljevic held out scant 
prospect of tiie Serbs joining 
the confederation — they have 
vowed never again to live 
together with Muslims. 


Most of Bosnia's front lines 
were reported calm Wednes- 
day as ceasefires held between 
Sobs and Muslims in Sarajevo 
and between Muslims and 
Croats elsewhere. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
said Wednesday, France is to 
send an additional 800 soldiers 
to reinforce U.N. peacekeep- 
ing forces temporarily in 
Sarajevo but will not increase 
its permanent troop presence 
in former Yugoslavia. 

"Given the urgency of con- 
tributing to the implementa- 
tion of Security Council Re- 
solution 900, France has de- 
cided to send rapidly a rein- 
forcement battalion to 
Sarajevo," ministry spokes- 
man Richard Dnqne told re- 
porters. _ 


The short-term move was 
intended to help the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
bridge a redeployment of 
peacekeepers from Croatia to 
Bosnia to consolidate a fragile 
ceasefire following NATO's 
ultimatum to the Bosnian 
Serbs to withdraw or hand over 
-their heavy artillery around 
Sarajevo. 

In Moscow, a top Russian 
official indicated Wednesday 
that the Russian go v ernment is 
withholding full endorsement 
of a plan to form a Bosnian 
Federation of Muslims and 
Croats linked to Croatia.. 


South Africa rightists 
may bite election bullet 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Black ami white rightists pre- 
pared to bite the ballet and 
decide whether to lake a key 
step to participate in Sooth 
Africa's ail-nice elections. 

Right-wing sources said 
General Cons land Viljocn, 
leader of the autonomy- 
seeking Afrikaner People’s 
Front (AVF), was ready to 
submit a list of election candi- 
dfctes, but first wanted to see 
whether his allies in the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
submitted their list. 

The Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) had set a 
4:30 p.m. 0430 GMT) dead- 
line for registered parties to 
submit provisional lists of 
candidates for the April 26-~S 
elections, which many right- 
wingers arc threatening lo 
boycott. 

Gen. Viijoen said on the 
telephone Wednesday no deci- 
sion had yet been taken and if 
one was made to submit a list, 
lie would not personally pre- 
sent it to the IEC. 

Inkatha said it was preparing 
a tentative Hsl and a decision 
oo whether to submit it would 
be made at a special sitting of 
the party’s Central Committee 
in the Kwazuln capital Uluixfi. 

Asked whether the list 
would be snbimttod to the IEC 
before the deadline, In katha 
spokesman Ed Tfllct said: "1 
can’t say. There is a possibil- 
ity.” 

A senior white conservative. 


who refused to be identified 
said IEC head Judgie Johann 
Kriegter had called the right- 
wing bluff by sticking to. the 
4:30 pan. deadline. 

“Justice Kriegler has called 
the bluff of both Inkatha and 
the for right," said the con- 
servative, commenting on past 
successes by rightists in the 
autonomy-seeking Freedom 
Alliance in makin g elastic ear- 
lier constitutional deadlines. 


The IEC said parties could 
meet the deadline by register- 
ing just one name. They would 
then have a week to submit fall 
lists. 


’■ Bat- ewO-ff rightists submit 
lists, their participation in the 
election is conditional on the 
success of foreign mediation to 
break the constitutional dead- 
lock between the pro- 
federalists cm the one side and 
the ANC and the government 
on the other. The form of 
mediation is still being negoti- 
ated. 


Rightwingers, demanding a 
white homeland or Volkstaat, 
have split into pro- and anti- 
c lection camps since Satur- 
day's rejection by the sclf- 
pro claimed Afrikaner Assem- 
bly of Gen. Viljoen’s registra- 
tion of the Freedom Front. 


AVF General Tienie 
Grocnewald said Wednesday 
the organisation’s committee 
of generals was fully behind 
Gen. Viijoen. 


British minister faces 


calls for resignation 


LONDON (R) — Britain's minister for open government 
Wednesday vigorously defended telling a parliamentary commit- 
tee that it was acceptable for ministers to lie to parliament in 
extreme circumstances. 

William Waidcsgravc, 47, stirred up a political hornet’s nest 
Tuesday with a statement that plunged the battered government 
of Prime Minister John Major into fresh controversy over the 
questions of integrity and judgement in politics. 

Opposition politicians said Mr. Waldegrave's position was now 
untenable and called on Mr. Major to distance himself from the 
remarks and sack the minister. 

As the storm grew about his remarks to the Treasury and Civil 
Service Committee. Mr. Wnldcgravc told BBC Radio Wednesday 
“a tremendous bogus story had been invented" by the media and 
opposition politicians. "This is a completely mad situation." he 
said of the controversy. 

The Sun newspaper said “he should go” while the Times said it 
hoped his remarks were no more than a foolish slip: "Otherwise 
they represented a serious assault upon 'one of the most basic 
principles of parliamentary democracy." 

Mr. Waldc grave said be had been referring in committee to 
exceptional cases in history when Labour Chancellors of the 
Exchequers (Finance Ministers) James Callaghan and Sir Stafford 
Cripps trad said things which were wrong to defend the pound. 

An aristocrat, with an elite education at Eton School and 
Oxford University, Mr. Wnldcgravc told the committee: “In 
exceptional cases it is necessary to say something that is untrue to 
the House of Commons. The House of Commons understands 
that and has always accepted that.” 

He added: “Much or government activity is much more like 
playing poker than playing chess. You don’t pul all your cards up 
at one lime." 

labour MP Giles Radice. a member of the committee, said: 
“Frankly, I was amazed. I do not think it right that ministers 
should justify misleading the House. 

"Questions of procedure make it absolutely dear that ministers 
should not mislead the House whatever dreu instances are and 
when they do mislead the House they should resign." 

Mi. Waldegne. who bos a reputation for having impeccable 
manrrrs eiri a fine mind, has been under pressure for his role in 
Britain's arms-for-Iraq affair and the relaxation of arms sales 
roles, currently under investigation by a senior judge. 

Conservatives rallied to support Mr. Waldcgrave who has led 
Mr. Major’s drive for opencss in government. Dragging Britain's 
M15 domestic security service and its M16 foreign intelligence 

public. 


agency out of the sliadows by making their activities put 


S. African 
train crash 


toll hits 64 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) 
— An injured victim of South 
Africa's worst train disaster in 
nearly three decades died m 
hospital, raising the death toll 
to 64, police said Wednesday. 

At least 370 people were 
injured when the Durban- 
bound electric train packed 
with black commuters jumped 
the tracks on a sharp curve 
Tuesday. 

A board of inquiry opened 
Wednesday. “They are meet- 
ing first thing in the morning to 
start the investigation," said 
spokesman Mike Asefovitz of 
the Spoomet_ Railway Cor- 
poration. ■ j, 

Anglican Arch bidtopn De- 
smond Tutu called for a day of 
mourning. 

“Given all the bloodletting 
to which the people of Natal 
have been exposed, we call for 
a national day of mourning for 
those who have died, not only 
in the train disaster, but also in 
the violence,” be said. 

About 14,000 people have 
died since 1990 in political vio- 
lence and monitoring groups 
say the toll in Natal province 
along was almost 2,000 last 
year. 

Black political organisa- 
tions, vying for support ahead 
of South Africa’s first all-race 
elections in April, suggested 
foe tragedy may not have been 
an accident. 

The Inkatha Freedom Party 
of Zulu Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi said sabotage could 
have caused the crash. 


Yeltsin 

snubs 


Nixon 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin Wednesday re- 
fused to see former U.S. Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon, who ear- 
lier met the Russian leader’s 
opponents. 

“Let them know that Russia 
is a great country and you just 
cannot play about with her like 
that,” Mr. Yeltsin told repor- 
ters, dearly offened by Mr. 
Nixon's meeting Monday with 
former Russian Vice-President 
Alexander Rutskoi. 

Mr. Nixon Monday became 
the first senior public figure to 
visit Mr. Rutskoi. 



Police remove mud in the rear garden at 25 Cromwell .Street, 
Gloucester. British police found what appeared to be foe 
remains of a ninth body In the basement of what has become 
known as the “house of horror” (AFP photo) 


U.K. police exhume 9th 
body in ‘house of horror 9 


GLOUCESTER, England (R) 
— Police digging made Bri- 
tain’s “house of horror” said 
Wednesday they bad disco- 
vered a ninth body in an appa- 
rent serial killing. 

They said they were still 
searching after locating the 
body in the cellar of a terraced 
house belonging to builder 
Frederick West, who has been 
charged with three murders, 
inducting that of his 16-year- 
old daughter Heather. 

Mr. West, who has been 
married twice and had 10 chil- 
dren, appeared in court Mon- 
day and was remanded in cus- 
tody to appear again Friday. 

A police official told a news 
conference that police now 
plan to use radar scanning 
equipment on a nearby field in 
the nett few days as part of the 
inquiry. 


“We would stress that we 
have no forensic evidence to 
indicate cause of death at this 
tune,” foe official said in a 
response to reports speculating 
foe victims were strangled. 

He added police had not 
been in contact so far with 
foreign police forces after 
other reports said victims could 
include a Dutch or German 


woman. 

The eighth corpse, en- 
tombed six feet (nearly two 
metres) under the bathroom 
floor of the house was ex- 
humed Tuesday. 

More bodies are expected, 
with some police saying foe toll 
may reach double figures and 
could prove to be the country’s 
worst serial murder case. The 
Daily Mail reported Wednes- 
day that a Dutch and a Ger- 
man girl could be among the 
victims. 


Passengers released from hijacked 
Saudi airliner fly to Ethiopia 


NAIROBI (R) — More than 
130 passengers from a Saudi 
airliner hijacked to Nairobi by 
Ethiopian deportees left. 
Wednesday for the Ethiopian 
capital of Addis Ababa, airline 
officials said. 

The passengers, released 
from die Saudi Airbus hours 
before troops stormed the. 
plane at Nairobi’s Jomo 
Kenyatta Airport late Tues- 
day, flew to Addis Ababa on 
an African Airlines plane, they 
added. 

“All the passengers have left 
Kenya,” Saudi a manager in 
Kenya Rafiq Qassem told Reu- 
ters. “We are waiting to hear 
now whether the (Saudis) 


plane can leave Nairobi later 
today.” 


The Airbus with 138 passen- 
gers was hijacked on a flight 
from Jeddah in Saudi Arabia 
to Addis Ababa by an Ethio- 
pian man and two women 
among 130 Ethiopians and 
Somalis being deported from 
foe kingdom. 


Grade Kenyan troops shot 
and wounded one of the hi- 
jackers after he was lured out 
of the plane and stormed 
aboard and overpowered a 
female accomplice to end the 
nearly 20 -hour hijacking, 
freeing foe captain and co-pilot 
unharmed ■ 


A third hijacker left the 
plane earlier Tnesday dis- 
guised as a passenger but was 
arrested, Kenyan officials said. 

The Australian High Com- 
mission in Nairobi identified 
foe captain of foe hijacked 
plane as Australian John Web- 
ber and said he was resting at a 
Nairobi hotel Wednesday but 
seemed fine. 


Kenyan officials had said 
Tuesday all foe crew of foe 
Airbus were Saudi nationals. 

Mr. Qassem said it was up to 
Kenyan authorities whether 
Captain would be allowed to 
speak to journalists about the 
.hijacking. 


Clinton turns to Cutler in Whitewater mess 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton named attor- 
ney Lloyd Cutler, an influen- 
tial old Washington hand with 
political sawy. as temporary 
special White House counsel to 
help him through foe Whitewa- 
ter mess. 

Mr. Clinton also distanced 
himself from one particularly 
notorious reminder of the 
Watergate scandal, saying it 
was highly unlikely he would 
invoke "executive privilege” to 
shield White House informa- 
tion from investigators, as 
Richard Nixon tried to do in 
foe that mined him 20 


years ago. 

"My interest in here is to get 
the facts out,” Mr. Clinton told 
a news conference during 
which he welcomed questions 
about Whitewater for 45 mi- 
nutes. 

Mr. Clinton introduced Mr. 
Cutler, 76, White House coun- 
sel under President Jimmy 
Carter and a lawyer who has 
had Henry Kissinger and 
George Shultz among his 
clients, three days after 
Whitewater controversies 
forced curren t Clinton counsel 
Bernard Nussbamn to resign. 

Mr. Omton said Mr. Cutler 
was “a fitting person” for the 
job heeraso be “2 •— in of 
feu^r • ' - > • . vi- 

able prcfcsi’.oj:-! Licnii^is 
and the highest ethical stan- 
dards.” 

The bespectacled, white- 
haired Cutler pledged to up- 
hold public crust of (he pres- 
idency and made dear he 


would not suffer the same pit- 
fells as Mr. Nussbamn, insist- 
ing his job would be counsel to 
foe presidency, not Mr. din- 
ton’s personal attorney. 

But he said that as "a senior 
citizen" be could not keep up 
foe White House pace for long 
and that be would serve on an 
interim basis of four to six 
months. 

That meant Mr. Clinton 
would quickly need to resume 
bis search for a permanent 
in-house lawyer to keep bis 
White House on an even keel 
through foe rising squalls of 
foe Whitewater affair and any 
other rough spots in the 
controversy-prone administra- 
tion. 

hi an effort to give a morale 
boost to the white House 
staff, Mr. Clinton, wife Hillary 
and Vice President AI Gore 
held what officials described as 
a “pep talk” for staff in foe 
East Room. 

“It was an attempt to remind 
people why we’re here. To 
emphasise that the White 
House intends to five up to the 
highest standards of ethics, and 
that we ought to take this 
seriously but not let it distract 
us from foe real work,” said 
one official. 

Republicans sensing a 
,•* - foe Demo- 

ctd^c president released a list 
of 40 witnesses they want to 
question about foe Whitewater 
affair when foe House of Rep- 
resentatives Banking Commit- 
tee holds a hearing this month. 

The list, submitted to com- 


mittee Chairman Henry Gon- 
zalez, a Texas Democrat, in- 
cluded Mr. Nussbaum. White 
House Chief of Staff Thomas 
"Made” McLarty and other 
Clinton administration officials 
as well as potential witnesses 
from Arkansas. 

House Speaker Thomas 
Foley said be agreed with foe 
position of special prosecutor 
Robert Fiske that there should 
be no congressional hearings 
until Mr. Hske’s investigation 
is over. “I think we should 
comply with that,” he told 
CNN. 


Mr. Fiske said iu Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Tuesday that 
be was satisfied with White 
House cooperation so far in 
turning over information he 
subpoenaed for bis Whitewater 
investigation. 

"So far they have been very 
responsive,” he told reporters. 

At the White House news 
conference, Mr. Clinton again 
asserted he has done nothing 
wrong in the arias centred on 
the 15-year-old Whitewater 
land deal involving him and his 
wife, A related Arkansas 
savings-and-loan institution fa- 
ilure and perceptions the 
White House may have tried to 
cover up information. 


news conference Monday, at a 
reporter’s suggestion this was 
beco ming like Watergate, the 
abuse-of-power scandal that 
drove Mr. Nixon from office in 
1974. 

He said be had instructed his 
staff to cooperate folly with 
Mr. Fiske. And Mr. Cutler 
said be would advise Mr. Clin- 
ton to cooperate in congres- 
sional hearings as well if that 
became necessary. 

But foe Watergate analogies 
keep popping up. as when a 
reporter asked Mr. Cfinton if 
he might assert executive pri- 
vilege to shield any documents 
or testimony sought by the' 
Whitewater special counsel. 

“Obviously, I have no way 
of knowing what will come up. 
But it is hard for me to imagine 
a case in which I would invoke 
it," foe president replied. 

Executive privilege is a hazy 
concept under which U.S. 
presidents have asserted a con- 
stitutional power to shield 
themselves. Their papers and 
sometimes their staff from in- 
vestigation. 

As to foe possibifity there 
might be CEnton White House 
tapes — raised for first time by 
at Tuesday's news 
— foe president 


“7 an very relaxed about 
this," he smd. “I did not do 


anything wrong. There is no- 
thing here. I made an invest- 
ment and I lost money. Like a 
lot of other Americans. And 
that’s all there is.” be said. 

He bridled, as he had at a 


said: "To foe best of my know- 
ledge there are not (any tapes). 
If t here are, someone else 
made them. Not foe presi- 
dent” 

He also said be fod not 
a diary but sometimes 
notes of c on v e r sa tions in die 
margins of doc um e n t s . 


2Koreas 
fail again 
to agree in 
nuclear 
talks 


SEOUL (R) — North and 
South Korea failed to narrow 
foetr differences in talks 
Wednesday os part of on inter- . 
n ational drive to end the 
North's suspected unclear 
p ro gramm e, but agreed to try 
again Saturday. 

Delegates from the two 
sides, me e tin g for foe second 
time since P yongyang agreed 
frte last iiMXin to aOowUJI. 
inspectors to check seven de- 
clared nuclear sites, were conn 
missioned n> arrange a prop- 
osed exchange of special en- 
voys, winch Seoul hopes will 
ease tension in the Korean 
peninsula. . 

The talks were deadlocked 
over Northern demands South 
1 Korea scrap war games with 
U.S. forces and stop trying to 
resolve foe midear issue in 
.concert with its Western allies. 
The North also de m a nd ed 


foe South abandon plans to 
deploy Patriot missiles and that 
President Krm Young-Sam re- 
tract a statement accusing 
North Korea of developing 
n prifai arms. 

“It was regretful that North 
Korea persisted talking about 
issues rniffated to the meeting 
and stayed away from foe dis- 
cussion of exchanging special 
envoys,” South Korean dele- 
gate Song Young-Dae told re- 
porters after the talks. 

The two-and-a-quarter-hour 
session took place at foe ham- 
let of Pammmjom, a duster of 
nfflriai bu3dings straddling foe 
heavily-fortified d emiKta iita- 
rised zone separating foe two 
Koreas. 

But Mr. Song said Wednes- 
day’s talks had made some 
progress as North Korea prop- 
osed a draft accord on foe 

exchang e. 

The North’s draft called on 
tiie two sides to exchange en- 
voys wi t hin 15 days after an 
agreement was signed. It also 
smd Seoul should send its en- 
voy to North Korea first. 

Washington and Seoul say 
su sp en s ion of Team Spirit joint 
war games, scheduled for later 




U.S.-North Korean meeting 
on March 21 in Geneva are 
conditional on tiie envoy ex- 
change. 

Pyongyang, which .w an ts to 
improve ties with the United 
States, insists it agreed with* 
Washington only to begin, and 
not conclude, talks on an ex- 
change before the Geneva - 
meeting and accused Seoul of 
insincerity. 

North Korea’s official Korea 
Central News Agency 
(KONA) said Wednesday 
South Korea began a week- 
long oriHiaiy exercise Monday 
to coincide with the border 
talks. A South Korean -Do-* 
fence Ministry spokesman said 
it was a routine exercise by an 
army division. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo said 
Tuesday the United States 
would not resume high-level 
t al k s with North Korea unless 
Pyongyang implemented the 
envoy exchange. 

North Korea has warned 
that ins is ten ce cm this p oint 
could risk wrecking interna- 
tional inspections of Northern 


sites where the West suspects 
Pyongyang is developing nuc- 
lear arms. 

Last week. South Korea 
ann o un ced a conditional sus- 
pension of foe Team Spirit 
nriKtaiy exercises tins year to 
help persuade the North to 
allow the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to in- 
spect its nudear fan fi tir s 

Seoul's condition to cancel 
the war game was that IAEA 
experts successfully complete 
their checks in addition to the 
exchange of envoys. 

IAEA inspectors are in 
North Korea but there has 
been no word of their progress. 

Influential Korea expert 
W3Eam J. Taylor Jr urged 
Washington, Seoul and their 
allies to pursue every possible 
avenue for negotiation with the 
North. 

Mr. Taylor, senior vice-pres- 
ident of foe Washington-based 
Centre for Strategic and Inter- 
national Studies, said diploma-* 
cy was the only real option trf 
resolve the dispute. 

‘'The pres e n t policy of the 
South Korean gove rnment 
the United States is foe best 
poficy to pursue — diplomacy, 
diplomacy, diplomacy, he told 
a news conference in SeouL 

“ 5 * wsne ever went to the 
^faffed Nations for sanction s 

against North Korea, the allies 
would have to be prepared to 

make a rasid nriHtarv wid-up 



md air defences, because 
^™^w°nld fiiey go to 


sssc 


New Inquest on 
Hendrix’s death 
ruled out 

LONDON (AT)— “ 

ney general Tuesday ruled 
a new inquest into the death of 
Jinri Hendrix, the rock gmfai^ 
ist who died in 1970. Kaih y^^ 
Etddngbam, Hendrix’s former 
girlfriend, had been campato ;r . 
mg for a new inquest. Soe> 
c laims Hendrix died earlicr,-- 
tfian officially recorded. “The,,- 
4 »arti was all very dodgy- L- 
■don't think it should hav e hap r .r 
pened. He was in the wrong-..- 
place at tiie wrong time. He,. t . 
was with the wrong people,;,* 
said Ms. Etchingham. In P&.~. 
cember, Scotland . Yard 
anno unced it had reopened the. 7 
investigation of Hendrix’s 
death. But the attorney genen-v 
al, Sir Nicholas LyeD, "basrO 
concluded in the light of all foe,--:, 
evidence that the is not an;-. 
ap p ro p r iate case for the granted' 
ing of content” for a new *■ 
inquest, ins office said. Hen-^-. 
dint died in London oh Sept*-. 
18, 1970, after leaving the mesr »: 
sage “I need help bud, man”; .* 
on his manager Chand- __ 

let’s answering machine. HCr! 
was. 27. The original inquest, _ 
recorded an open verolctv- 1 -* 

nwming there W8S ima tfG cicilt- u - 

evidence to determine thcT 
cause of death. A pathologist '*' 1 
concluded • that Hendrix/'* 
choked to death after drinking^ j 
and taking an overdose of bar-: 1 ! 
btturates. Hendrix ap p ar ent!^ «- 
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took the fetal dose of pills at*-' 
foe apar tm ent of his gnimeadjV *• 
former skating champion/;- 
Momka Danneman, and waf*‘ 
Minced dead at a local . , 


jital. Miss Danneman saJcF' 
she - was pleased there would „ 
not be another inquest, but ‘ 
-was disappointed that Siz^f 
Nicholas had not said niorcf ; 
about Ins decision. “I always ''; 
knew tins would be foe cast 
because what I said 24 yeai sT-* 
ago was what happened,” sheT^ 
said. 
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Actor’s mom 
was realty his 
grandma 




■-nn return emerge 
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NEW YORK (R) — Actof* 1 * 1 - • 
Jack Nicholson did not leanf*** i 
until he was 37 die woman hc^* 
thought was his mother 

really his grandmother, and ; 

foe woman he thought was his — ! 
sister was really his mother, ) 
Vanity Fair magazine said. The [ ; 


3 *™ Papin i" 
idle soon. Mar 
jals said Paptn, M 
5 Milan but hud a 


GO 


nptqUAR ShAfilf 
ITANNAH NIRSllM 


found out wWa his mbthefr was 
when a mm' wrdte 1 ' him - and 
claimed to have fathered him 
with Jane Nicholson, the 
woman he was raised to think 
was his older sister. Vanity 
Fair said the 56-year-old 
Academy Award winner was 
not distiubuted by tiie revela- , 
tion at all. Telling the maga^ ' 
zine, “bow can I be upset by - 
something that worked?” J 


Blaze destroys 
oldest Bentley 
car 


SOLIHULL, England (R) 

Fire destroyed foe oldest Dent-i " : 
ley car in the world Monday ' 
and fans of the luxury marque"" * 
raid foe £1 million ($1.49 rmT-" ;/ 
lion) vehicle was irreplaceable.; • . ! 
The car, built in September . \ 

1921, was powered by an erK J - 

nm. .1 e j ■ dr ~ 


gine from the first production-’ - 
” ana . : 


Bentley ever made in 1919 

its c hassis ’fas taken from the-i-*. 
fifth. The vebkfe owned by air - r ; 
unnamed business man, was — " 
destroyed in a fire at an env - . — . 
gmeeri ng firm in Solihull irCP [ 
central England where it was 
being restored with six other ’ ■ 
vintage Bentleys. “This is : 
terrible day for Bentley own-’’’. ; 
eis. They must be devastated,’^' ■ 
said Bill Port, secretaiy of the*., • 
Bentley Drivers Chib. 


Argentine Jews 
disappointed by 
Menem 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Pres-" ■ . 
ident Carlos Menem di& ' 
appoi nted h is country's Jewish^ 

rommtmity by failing to appe^.; : 

for the Argentine opening of.- 
foe Steven Spielberg holocaust" * - 
epto Schindler's List Jewish : T : 
leaders said Wednesday, “Of'. 
«Hnse we were expecting him" 
tocome. Chief Rabbi Sato” ' • 
mm Benhamu told reporters',' • 
rf ^ “Obvious-, - : 

ly be had other commitments 1 . 

I couldn’t say*^ ’ 

who^T - - 

foe victim of an anti 

screening. 

srfL£i dlc ? ted to oskTf 
Scfandler foe movie’s hero l 
^d^wdowEmm cg6 , wll ^; 

aar gas, at the opening? i 


other ra P aJ nuncio awL * 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Germany stays on top of World Cup poll 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — - Germany remained on top of 

2? 10th consecut * ve week, organisers 
of the poll said Tuesday. Germany earned 33 of a poSble37 

^r^i^ a ^. V{ ?n S ^ 0r - a tota * ^59 points in the weekly ranking 
of the top 10 national teams as voted on by a panel of 
mtenumonals^r journalists. Brazil, which reo^ one 
firS-pto- vote followed with 334 points. The Netherlands 
remained m third place, with 276 points, while Italy, with two 


™ J*® vote ’ was fifth with 193 points. Rounding 

oof the top 10 were Colombia, 186 points; Spain, 131; 
Belgm m, 92; Norway, 51, and Cameroon, 49. Mexico, with 47 
points, just missed a spot in the top 10. 

Tliieves steal Olympic gold medal 

BOLZANO, Italy _(R) — Thieves broke into Olympic luge 
champion Gerda Weissensteiner’s house and stole the gold 
merfalshe won at the Lillehammer Olympics while die was 
at tendin g her brother’s funeral Tuesday. “Sadly we have to 
confirm. this is true. Thieves broke in and took the medal phis 
a Camera and some cash during the funeral,” a police 
spokesman said. Weissensteiner*s joy at winning gold in the 
women s angles for Italy in Lfllehammer last month turned to 
sorrow at. the weekend when her 20- year-old brother Daniel 
was killed in a motorcycling accident. 

Fancied Barton Bank to miss Gold Cup 

LONDON (R) — Barton Bank, second favourite for next 
week's Cheltenham Gold Cup steeplechase, will miss the race. 
Trainer David Nicholson said Wednesday: “Barton Bank hs 
broken a blood vessel very badly this mornin g during tontine 
work and will not ran in the Gold Cop.” Barton Bank scored a 
thrilling victory in the valuable King George VI at 
Kempton in December and had been a firm Cheltenham fancy 
at 5-1. Jodami, last year's Gold Cup winner, has hardened in 
the, betting from 11-8 against to 11-10 on. French-trained The 
Fellow is the new second favourite at 7-1. The Gold Cop is the 
hi ghligh t of the traditional three-day Cheltenham Tump 
Ricmg Festival which opens next Tuesday. 

Ferrari to return to sportscar racing 

TOULON, France (R) — Ferrari is to return to international 
sportscar racing, competing in this year's Le Mans 24 boors for 
the, first time since 1973. Among their drivers will be a nephew* 
of King loan Carlos of Spain. Two factory-prepared Ferrari 
models, entered by the official Ferrari Club Italia, Will first 
run. in fire Jarama four-hour race in Spain April 10 before 
competing at Le Mans and in other European GT series races. 
One car will be crewed by Italians Gianbattista Busi and Fabio 
Manor? i . the other by Spaniards Tomas Saldana and Prince 
Alfonso D’Orleans, nephew of his country's king. News of the 
Ferrari return emerged at a race meeting in France Monday. 

Papin set to return to Marseille 

MARSEILLE, France (R) — French and AC Milan striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin is likely to rejoin European champions 
Marseille soon, Marseille officials said Wednesday. The 
officials said Papin, 30, had one year to ran on his contract 
w& Milan but had agreed to leave the Italian dub early. 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 

, NORTH 

* 9 7 

J v-QJ5 

C 7 3 2 

* A J 10 9 B 

WEST EAST 

4 K 10 8 4 3 * J 6 5 

TA73 9982 

: K 8 4 CQ 9 6 5 

*7 4 * K 6 3 

SOUTH 

* A Q2 

9 K 10 6 4 
CA J 10 

* Q 8 2 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead Four of * 

When you have to develop tricks, 
logic tells you that you Bhould firet 
tsetse the suit which will yield the 
most. If you've been playing the 
ganfe for any length of rime, howev- 
er, 'experience will have taught you 
that other factors have to be 


coi^dered. 

Trthei&h 


With eight points and a good five- 
card minor, there's a lot to be said 
for 'a jump to three no trump with 
the^orth hand. Instead, North wt- 


RIGHT SUIT 

tied for an invitational reuse and 
South, despite a mere 16 points, 
elected to accept because of good 
intermediates and the fact that any 
lead was likely to be to North- 
South's advantage. 

West started a spade and declarer 
captured East's jack with the queen. 
It might seem correct to try to set up 
the chibs, but declarer realized that 
could be hazardous. West was the 
danger hand whose entries bad to be 
attacked first. If West held the king 
of chibs, that card could be neutral- 
ized via a finesse. The threat to the 
contract was that East had the mon- 
arch and West the ace of hearts. 

In that event, the contract could 
still be brought home, if West’s en- 
try was eliminated immediately. At 
trick two, therefore, declarer led a 
heart to the jack and, when that 
held, persevered with the queen. 
West could do no better than take 
the ace and revert to spades. South 
ducked one round, then won the ace. 
With six tricks now available, de- 
clarer ran the eight of dubs to East's 
king. Good technique paid a small 
dividend because East was out of 
spades. No matter what the defend- 
ers did declarer could not be stopped 
from collecting 10 tricks. 


(J*S. TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE 

A taxpayer service specialist from the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service will be at the American Embassy 
in Amman on March 30 to April 7 to assist U.S. 
taxpayers. 

A special tax seminar will be conducted on 
Thursday March 31 , and Sunday April 3, at 8:30 
a.m. in the United States Information Service 
auditorium at the embassy. Anyone who is in- 
terested will be welcome to attend. No reservation 
is necessary. 

Individual assistance will be provided by appoint- 
ment on April 4 to 6. Each taxpayer is advised to 
have a copy of his or her last filed return and to 
h&re all papers well organised and scheduled to 
the extent possible when appearing for an 
appointment. Appointments may be made by 
calling '820-101, extension 2062. 

Income tax forms and information booklets are 
now available in the consular section of the 
embassy. 


Pippen scores 39 points, 
helps Bulls beat Hawks 


CHICAGO (R) — Scottie Pip- 
pen collected 39 points, 10 
assists and nine steals as the 
Chicago Bulls ended a five- 
game losing streak with a 116- 
95 victory over the Atlanta 
Hawks Tuesday. 

The loss ended a six-game 
winning streak for Atlanta. 

BJ. Armstrong scored 20 
points, including 4-of-4 from 
three-point range, and Tony 
Kukoc added 15 points and 
five rebounds as the Bulk 
moved 3-V4 games behind 
Atlanta in die Central Divi- 
sion. 

In Cleveland, John Williams 
had 18 points and 10 rebounds 
and Terrell Brandon also 
scored 18 to power the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers to a franchise 
record-lying 11th straight win 
with a 1G3-82 victory over the 
Sacramento Kings. 

The Cavaliers have not lost 
since dropping a 102-95 deci- 
sion to the New York Knicks 
Feb. 17th. 

Wayman Tisdale and Mitch 
Richmond each bad 16 points 
for the Kings, who extended 
their losing streak to five 
games. 

In Charlotte, Alonzo 
Mourning returned to the 
Charlotte lineup after missing 
the last 15 games and collected 


24 points and 15 rebounds as 
die Hornets ended an eight- 
game losing streak with a 97-89 
victory over the Phoenix Suns. 

Mourning, who had been 
out with a leg injury, scored 
eight points in the fourth quar- 
ter to help the Hornets rally to 
the win. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 30 points and pulled 
down 12 rebounds as the Utah 
Jazz downed the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 200-86 to tie a 
club record with their 10th 
straight victory. 

Jay Humphries added 16 
points and Tom Chambers had 

15 for die Jazz, who are 12-0 
lifetime at home against Min- 
nesota and 20-5 overall against 
the Timberwolves. 

Chris Smith scored 21 for the 
Timberwolves. 

In Orlando, Shaquile O’Neal 
scored 29 points and grabbed 

16 rebounds to lift the Orlando 
Magic to a 95-88 victory over 
the Denver Nuggets. 

Denver led 84-83 with 3:30 
left but Orlando's Anfemee 
Hardaway scored a three-point 
play to put the Magic ahead to 
stay. 

After an O'Neal layup, 
Hardaway hit a jumper and 
Larry Krystkowiak scored 
from inside to complete a 9-0 


run and give Orlando a 92-84 
advantage with 1:41 remain- 
ing. 

Dennis Scott had 17 points 
and seven rebounds for Orlan- 
do. 

In Dallas, Dominique Wil- 
kins hit two free throws with 
just under two minutes left to 
snap a 102-102 tie and lift the 
Los Angeles Clippers to a 116- 
110 triumph over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

Ron Harper had 36 points 
and Wilkins added 34 fo the 
Clippers, who won for only the 
eigth time in 29 road games 
this season. 

Jim Jackson had 31 points 
for the Mavericks. 

In San Antonio, J.R Reid 
scored 16 of his season-high 24 
points in the first half and 
David Robinson added 21 
points, 12 rebounds and five 
blocks to power the San Anto- 
nio Spurs to a 115-99 rout over 
the Houston Rockets. 

The Spurs have won three 
straight and 17 of their last 20. 

In Seattle. Shawn Kemp bau 
24 points and 14 rebounds and 
Kendall Gill bad 23 points and 
10 assists to lead the Seattle 
Supersonics to their sixth 
straight win with a 113-98 rout 
of tire Golden State Warriors. 


Brazilian coach rules out 3rd forward 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil 
(AP) — Unmoved by fans’ 
pleas to give his team some 
scoring punch, coach Carlos 
Alberto Parrejra said the 
Brazilian team will not add a 
third forward to its starring 
lineup in this summer's World 
Cup tournament. 

“I hope fans will under- 
stand, because I'm only taking 
four (forwards) to the United 
States: two starters and two 
resrves," newspapers. 

Although be has not said so 
officially, the four are almost 
sure to be Bebeto. Romario. 


Muller and Edmundo. Paneira 
has regularly named them to 
the team for tournaments and 
exhibition games. 

“We’re in a phase of defini- 
tion. We can’t do tests any 
more,” the coach said. 

But that's hardly likely to 
silence his critics — among 
them soccer legend Pele — 
who say the current lineup with 
four midfielders and two for- 
wards is excessively timid and 
lacks the firepower Brazil 
needs to win a fourth world 
title. 

Pele, for example, empha- 


sises that when Brazil won the 
World Cup in 1958, 1962 and 
1970. the team had three 
attackers or more. Of coure, 
he was one of them. 

The debate over how many 
attackers is enough has divided 
B razilian fans. 

Many feel the current group 
of players is so talented that 
the team should have five for- 
wards: Bebeto, Romario. Mul- 
ler, Edmundo and Dener. 


Prost 
returns 
to test 
with 

McLaren 

ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — 
Alain Prost, four times world 
champion, climbed back into a 
Formula One car for the first 
time since announcing his re- 
tirement five months ago when 
he drove the new McLaren- 
Peugeot Tuesday. 

The 38-year-old Frenchman, 
wearing a plain red driving suit 
with no personal or commer- 
cial identification, did two 
brief installation laps and, after 
a short break, a further four 
laps before pulling into the 
pits. 

On Prost’s instructions. 
McLaren had booked the cir- 
cuit where be bad announced 
his retirement from Formula 
One last September as a pri- 
vate testing venue. 

Apart from half a dozen 
team trucks, which were sur- 
rounded by makeshift high 
fences and several patrolling 
security guards, there was only 
a group of about 30 journalists 
to witness Prost’s return. 

The grandstand opposite the 
pits was also blocked oft and 
all members of the media were 
kept at a long distance from 
the Frenchman who won 30 of 
his record 51 Grand Prix wins 
with McLaren earlier in his 
career. 

IBs unofficial lap times were 
unimpressive. His quickest lap 
in the morning was believed to 
be one minute 16.6 seconds, 
fax- slower than former Wil- 
liams teammate Damon Hill's 
pole time of 1:11.49 at last 
year’s Portuguese Grand Prix. 


Madrid to have new 
coach in few weeks 


MADRID (R) — Real Mad- 
rid, who sacked coach Benito 
Flora Monday, will have a new 
manager within a few weeks so 
that he can be involved in 
reshaping the iearo for next 
season, club Chairman Ramon 
Mendoza has said. 

“The naming of Vicente Del 
Bosque as coach is provisional, 
until the end of the league 
season. I am confident that 
within a few weeks we will 
have signed the coach who will 
manage the team next season," 
Mendoza told reporters after a 
visit to the club training ground 
to talk to players. 

“We have got to strengthen 
the squad and the ideal thing 
would be that the new coach 
should handle the signings so 
that he does not find himself 
managing a team be has not 
helped to structure,” he said. 

The Madrid board derided 
unanimously Monday to sack 
Flora, who joined the club at 
the start of the 1992-93 season, 
after the team had suffered a 
shock defeat by first division 
stragglers Leri da Sunday. 

His demise was the climax of 
a stormy season for Spain's 
most famous club. They have 
staggered from crisis to crisis 
while still managing to cling to 
third place in the league. 

Boro's job bad looked at 
risk several times during the 
season and a home defeat to 
Paris Saint Germain in the 
European Cup Winners* Cup 


last Thursday followed by the 
2-1 loss in Lerida were the final 
nails in his coffin. 

Del Bosque is a former play- 
er and long-time member of 
the dub’s technical staff. He 
supervised his first training ses- 
sion Tuesday. 

Mendoza refused to be 
drawn on who the long-term 
replacement would be but said 
contacts had begun. He said 
the man chosen must “speak 
Spanish, know Spanish foot- 
ball, know the club and be a 
name.” 

Names mentioned in the 
sports press over the season 
include Francisco Maturana, 
formerly with Real Valladolid 
and now Colombian national 
coach, Artur Jorge of Paris 
Saint Germain, Argentine 
Jorge Valdano, a former Mad- 
rid player who is now coach of 
tenerife, and German Jupp 
Heynckes, coach of Athletic 
Bilbao. 

Haro, who came to Madrid 
after lifting Albacete from the 
third division to the first in four 
seasons, was warmly ap- 
plauded by a large crowd of 
fans at the training ground 
when he said goodbye to the 
team. 

Madrid players reacted with 
surprise to Boro's departure. 

Captain Manuel Sanchis said 
the team had not expected it so 
late in the season despite 
almost weekly speculation in 
the media. 


FOR RENT -1 

Nice small furnished apartment, consisting of one 
bedroom, small salon, sitting room with kitchen, sepa- 
rate entrance with small garden. Five minutes from 
Safeway, Tang- Area. 

For more .information, please contact 678200 
" ' between 3-9 p.m. 


CLASSIC CAR FOR SALE 

1968 Mercedes 280-S, silver metallic, automatic, 
AC, power steering, sunroof, excellent condition. 

Call Hady at 610082 during daytime or 
605433 in the evenings and leave a mes- 
sage please. 




UJN1QUB DESIGNS 
WITHOUT ©©AEDffiRS 


AJANI Amra Hotel 
jewellers Amman. 


best FEAST present 
Birth stones in 18k. gold 
Also open after Iftar. I 





OPEN DAILY AS USUAL DURING THE EID 


BEST COLLECTION IN TOWN 



JOiriKTLCf^ 


TOY’S 

STATIONARY 

SPORTS 




30 % 

DISCOUNT ON ALL 


(»> DUIVXjOF 




WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP 
TEL:633379 



INVITATION 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 

H. E. Dr. Rima Khalaf 

MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE 

THE ITALIAN EMBASSY IN AMMAN, 

THE ITALIAN INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN TRADE, 
AND THE CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY IN AMMAN 

INVITE ALL INTERESTED BUSINESS MEN 
AND COMPANIES TO ATTEND 

" A Technological Symposium On The 
Italian Textile Machinery Industry 11 

WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY 
SUNDAY MARCH 20th, 1994 AT 10.00 A.M. 


For further information please contact Miss Fawzieh Abu Hadba 
at the Italian Embassy in Amman, tel.: 638185, extension 744 




Cinema . Tel.: 634144 Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


Jean-Oaude Van Damme 

HARP TARGET 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. &30. 830. 1030 


Amr Diyab, Yusra 
& Omar Sherif 
in 

Laughter, Playing, 
Seriousness and 
Love 

Arabic 

Shows: 1230. 3. 6:30. 830. 1030 


CONCORD ‘1* 

Sylvester Stallone — in 

Demolition Man 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 6:30. RJO. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2* 

Walter Matthau — in 

Dennis the Menace 

Shows: 123Q. 3:00, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE I 


Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI RAashini Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Al Ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa. Daouti Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomaii 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 


Nabil & Hisharn's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE I 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Conference 
(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is dosed Sundays, Monday 
and Tuesdays 




























UNHRC assails Iran, Iraq, 
Cuba and anti- Semitism 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
U.N. Human Rights Commis- 
(UNHRC) on Wednesday 
criticised violations in Iran, 
Iraq, Cuba and former Yugos- 
lavia and condemned anti- 
Semitism for the first time in 
the history of the United Na- 
tions. 

China escaped criticism for 
the 'fourth straight year de- 
spite its continued suppression 
of the pro-democracy move- 
ment and a recent upsurge in 
arrests of dissidents. 

And an attempt by Pakistan 
to bring the situation in the 
disputed Indian province of 
K a shmi r under international 
scrutiny failed because of lack 
of support even from fellow 
Islamic states. 

Pakistan’s draft was the most 
contentious of all the resolu- 
tions at the annual six-week 
session. It was introduced by a 
fierce attack on India by Pakis- 
tani Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto on a visit to Geneva 
last month. 

A Pakistani delegate to the 
commission told the meeting 
that Iran, which signed a wide- 
ranging trade agreement with 
India earlier this week, had 
made a high-level appeal to the 
Pakistani government that the 
resolution should be dropped. 

An appeal by Iranian 
Ambassador Sirous Nasscri 
was backed by China and more 
than a dozen other delegations 
at the commission. Delegates 
burst into applause when foe 
Pakistani delegate announced 
his country “had decided not 
to ask for action,” on the 
resolution. 

In Islamabad. Foreign 
Minister Assef Ahmad Ali told 
local reporters that Pakistan 
found it “difficult to ignore” 


China’s and Iran’s appeal. 

The resolution would have 
condemned “gross and consis- 
tent violations of foe human 
rights of foe people of Jammu 
awl Kashmir." 

Iran’s Nasseri cited “the 
readiness of the government of 
India to facilitate a visit by a 
group of ambassadors from 
Muslim countries to Jammu 
and Kashmir.” 

The outcome was a diploma- 
tic triumph for India and a 
blow- for Ms. Bhutto, who had 
compared the situation in 
Kashmir to the “darkest days 
of the holocaust.” 

The 53-nation commission 
asked a special U.N. investiga- 
tor to examine “contemporary 
forms of racism, any form of 
discrimination against blacks, 
Arabs and Muslims, racial dis- 
crimination, xenophobia, neg- 
rophobia, anti-Semitism and 
related intolerance.” 

Its decision — which was 
passed by consensus — fol- 
lowed extraordinary behind- 
the-scenes wrangling in a body 
which traditionally occupies a 
large part of its annual session 
to criticising Israel. 

Syria blocked earlier U.S. 
attempts to highlight anti- 
Semitism. The resolution, 
drafted by Turkey, only got 
through because it was 
broadened to include ocher ra- 
cial and religious groups. In 
practice, foe all-embracing 
wording will now make the job 
of the special investigation 
even more difficult. 

Even so, the resolution was 
welcomed by Jewish groups. 

“This is the final blow 
against Adolf Hiller by foe 
United Nations," said World 
Jewish Congress representa- 
tive Morris B. Abram, former 


German kills six, 
self in courtroom 


EUSKIRCHEN, Germany 
(Agencies) — A man con- 
victed of beating his girlfriend 
fatally shot the judge and set 
off a bomb Wednesday that 
killed his mother and tire girl- 
friend and hurled him through 
the courtroom window 

A total of seven people, 
including foe bomber, were 
killed in the bloodbath, and at 
least six injured, two critically, 
said Prosecutor Joerg Pietros- 

ky- . 

_ — 

“ The massacre took place in 
an unguarded, three-storey 
brick misdemeanor court in 
Euskirchen, a town of 50,000 
people about 25 kilometres 
west of Bonn. 

The 39-year-old bomber had 
been convicted last year of 
beating bis girlfriend and sent- 
enced to pay court fees erf 
7,200 marks ($3,900). 

After losing an appeal 
Wednesday, he left foe cour- 
troom with his girlfriend and 
came back shooting as she 
screamed a warning, Mr. Piet- 
rusky said. 

German radio said the man 
staged the attack after the 
court rejected bis appeal 
against a fine of 80 marks ($57) 
Ire had received for assaulting a 
woman. There was no immedi- 
ate explanation to the discre- 
pancy to the amount of fine. 

The presiding judge, who 
reached for a telephone to 


alert security guards, fell in a 
had of bullets. 

The man shot the judge and 
a witness, pofice said, then left 
foe courtroom again, returned 
with a knapsack and took out a 
bomb. The explosion blew tire 
ltiller through the window and 
into tire street 

“Hie didn't say a word," said 
Mr. PSetrusky. 

Early reports said the man 
was a Yugoslav, but Mr. Piet- 
rusky said at a news confe ren ce 
that he believed the man was 
German and lived in Euskir- 
cbexL Hh name was not re- 
leased. 

The blast Mew out the win- 
dows on the ground floor of 
the co u rtroom and suckled 
masonry and waDs. 

Tire deatf^ bomber’s body 
was covered in a white sheet. 

The street was littered with 
Moody lawbooks, broken glass 
and furniture. 

Among those killed were the 
judge, the killer's girlfriend 
and mother and two attorneys, 
said Michael Hermans, an 
attorney in the prosecutor’s 
office. The prosecutor and at 
least one witness was among 
those injured 

After~the bombing, the 
street in front of the courtroom 
was full of injured people 
being loaded into ambulances 
ami helicopters, witnesses said. 


U.S. ambassador to the U.N. 
offices in Geneva and a long- 
time campaigner against anti- 
Semitism. 

Israel hailed foe move as “a 
major landmark in the history 
of this commissjon," and foe 
United States said the inclu- 
sion of foe anti-Semitism word 
would make a “difference to 
the lives of millions of people 
around the world." 

The commission voted by 
34-1 votes to renew the inves- 
tigation into Iraq by former 
Dutch Foreign Minsiter Max 
van der Stoel. Sudan voted 
against and there were 18 ab-* 
stentions. 

It condemned the “massive 
violations of human rights, of 
the gravest nature, for which 
the government of Iraq is re- 
sponsible, resulting in an all 
pervasive order of repression 
and oppression which is sus- 
tained by broad-based discri- 
mination and widespread ter- 
*■ 

ror. 

The commission voted by 
22-11 votes on a Western- 
backed proposal to continue 
scrutiny of Iran. There were 19 
abstentious. 

In a report to foe commis- 
sion, U.N. investigator 
Reynaldo Galindo Pohl, said 
foe pattern of executions, tor- 
ture and repression in the Isla- 
mic republic continued un- 
abated. 

Russia and other former 
communist allies joined foe 
West in voting to renew critic- 
ism of Cuba for its suppression 
of political and civil liberties. 
The resolution passed by 24-9 
votes, with 20 abstentions. 

Cuba’s representative Jose 
Pertez Novoa immediately said 
it would disregard the resoluti- 
tion. 


Gamaa 

‘suspends’ 

attacks 

CAIRO (AP) — The radical 
(Islamic Group) has 
announced that It is suspending 
attacks in Cairo through die 
weekend feast that ends the 
Holy month of Ramadan. The 
Arabic daily A1 Hay at re- 
ported Wednesday. 

The announcement from the 
group also claimed responsibil- 
ity for Monday’s attack on 
three passenger trains in 
Assiyut province in southern- 
Egypt. 

Twelve Egyptian travellers 
were wounded when the trains’ 
coaches were raked by gunfire 
some 320 kilometres south of 
Cairo. 

A second statement, faxed 
to a Western news agency in 
Cairo, claimed responsibility 
for attacks that took the lives 
of Egyptian policemen Mon- 
day ana Tuesday. 

Both statements said foe 
attacks were to avenge foe 
Hebron massacre. 

The group said the suspen- 
sion of activities in Cairo 
through next Monday was re- 
lated to “internal matters," 
which it did not disclose. 

The Islamic Group has 
angered many Muslims here 
with attacks that have taken 
Egyptians lives and hurt their 
livelihoods. Incidents during 
foe holiday period could furth- 
er undercut public support. 




DEFIANCE: Palestinian children continue throwing stones as an Israeli soldier takes aim at them in the Jabahya refugee camp in 
the occupied Gaza Strip. 


Rabbani loyalists claim 
control of northern town 


KABUL (AP) — President 
Burhanuddin Rabbam's army 
said Wednesday it recaptured 
the northern provincial capital 
of Kundnz in a fierce two-day 
battle involving thousands of 
troops. 

Mr. Rabbani ’s forces control 
most of Kabul, the main bat- 
tleground in a brutal civil war 
that involves about 10 separate 
factions. They also are battling 
the same groups in key provin- 
cial centres such as Kunduz, 
250 kilometres to the north. 

Mr. Rabbani’s head of 
national security, Fabim, told a 
new 5 conference that the presi- 
dent’s men retook Kunduz late 
Tuesday after ousting soldiers 
loyal to warlord Rashid Dos- 
tum. 

The claim could not be inde- 
pendently verified, though 
several sources have reported 
heavy fighting in Kunduz. 

“Psychologically our victory 
in Kunduz is important,” said 
Mr. Fahim, who like many 
Afghans uses only one name. 


“It has improved morale.” 

Both the president and 
General Dostum have stron- 
gholds in northern Afghanis- 
tan, and both sides covet Kun- 
duz as a base for launching 
attacks on each other. 

Gen. Dostum’s men attack- 
ed civilians and looted Kunduz 
when they captured it recently, 
Mi. Fahim claimed. The presi- 
dent’s forces regrouped and 
retook die town in a four- 
pronged attack involving 
thousands of men, he said. He 
did not provide any casualty 
figures. 

Meanwhile, Kabul was re- 
latively calm Wendesday after 
coming under a heavy artillery 
attack the previous two days 
that killed at least 18 and 
wounded more than 100. 

Gee. Dostum and his ally. 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, are encamped on 
foe city’s outskirts and have 
been pounding foe dty with 
rockets since they launched 
their assault Jan. 1. 


2 indicted in attack 




NEW YORK (AP) — A 
Lebanese-born cab driver ac- 
cused of killing a Jewish stu- 
dent in a hail of bullets on the 
Brooklyn Bridge in New York 
Gey has been indicted in foe 
shooting. 

Assistant District Attorney 
Arm and Durastanti said a 
Manhattan grand jury had in- 
dicted Rashid Baz, 28. But he 
did not divulge foe charges in 
the indictment because, he 
said, he was not ready to file 
the document with the court. 

One of Mr. Baz’s 
codefendants, Bassam Mousa 
Reyati, 27, a native of Jordan,' 
was also indicted in connection 
with foe shooting. Assistant 
District Attorney William 
Mahoney said. 

The grand jury has not yet 
acted on the case of foe third 
defendant, Hlal Mohammad, 
32, also of Jordan. Mr. Duras- 
tanti told Manhattan Criminal 
Court Judge Michael Gross. 

Mr. Mohammad and Mr. 
Reyati were charged with 
hindering prosecution for 
allegedly helping Mr. Baz hide 


his car, his weapons and him- 
self after the March 1 assault 
on the students’ van. 

In the fusillade of gunfire 
from automatic weapons, 
Aaron Halbeistam, 16, re- 
ceived a fatal head wound, and 
Nochum SasonJtin, 17, was cri- 
tically wounded. One other 
was shot less seriously and 
another was hurt by splintered 
glass, 

In a felony complaint, Mr. 
Baz was charted with 15 counts 
of attempted murder — one 
for each student in the van — 
but because Mr. Halbeistam 
later died, the grand jury will 
likely vote to include one count 
of murder. 

Mr. Gross scheduled a hear- 
ing for the three in state sup- 
reme court on March 29. when 
they are to be arraigned. 

Mr. Baz's lawyer, S. Michael 
Mosa-Obregon, complained to 
the court that he has not re- 
ceived Mr. Baz’s allegedly in- 
criminating videotape state- 
ments to police, although foe 
contents have leaked to foe 
news media. 


Prominent Palestinians urge Arafat to quit talks 


"By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A significant 
number of members of the 
Palestine National Council 


(PNC) and Palestine Central 
Council (PCC) and indepen- 
dent Palestinians as well as 


leaders of hardline Palestinian 
factions Wednesday called on 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat not to return to the 
suspended peace talks with 
Israel until the Jewish state 
complies with a set of basic 
demands. 

It was the strongest yet call 
on The PLO chairman to quit 
the 28-month-old peace talks 
in the wake of the Feb. 25 
massacre of Palestinian worship- 
pers by a Jewish settler at a 
Hebron mosque and seek fun- 
damental changes to the for- 
mat of the negotiations, which 
he suspended after the mas- 
sacre. 

The memorandum added to. 
the growing pressure on Mr. 
Ararat not" to return to the 
talks. Reports from Tunis, 
where the PLO is headquar- 
tered. said senior PLO officials 
and Arafat confidants were 
also calling on _Mr. Arafat not 
to relent on his demands for 
international protection for the 
Palestinians in the occupied 


territories and the inclusion of 
the status of the Jewish settle- 
ments there as a topic for 
negotiations related to foe 
Sept. 13 autonomy agreement 
— an idea that Israel has re- ' 
jected. 

A memorandum, signed by 
130 PNC and PCC members, 
including six members of foe 
PLO Executive Committee, 
and 115 Palestinian business- 
men, professors, unionists, 
journalists and academics, de- 
manded that Israel suspend all 
settlement activities in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as 
well as Jerusalem, dismantle 
existing settlements and re- 
move all settlers from foe occu- 
pied territories. 

It demanded that interna- 
tional protection be offered to 
the two million Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupation 
and a United Nations force 
take control over the occupied 
territories until the Palesti- 
nians assume responsibility for 
the territories. 

The memorandum de- 
nounced the killings at the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron as 
“a brutal, premeditated mas- 
sacre." and held Israel solely 
responsible for the attack as 
well as the violence that fol- 
lowed, "killing tens of martyrs 
and wounding hundreds.... ’ 

"We condemn the American 


policy that encouraged Israeli 
intransigence and aggression 
and helped cover up the direct 
responsibility of the Israeli 
occupation authorities in foe 
massacre," said the signator- 
ies, who included PLO Execu- 
tive Committee members 
Tayseer Khaled, Abu Ah' Mus- 
tafa, Abdullah Hourani, 
Abdul Rahim Mallouh, Shafiq 
A1 Hout and Mohammad 
Ismail, who have either res- 
igned from the panel or frozen 
their membership. 

“We demand that the 
ongoing negotiations with the 
Israeli enemy, the bilaterals 
and multilaterals and all secret 
and public (talks) be stopped 
until the international corn- 1 
munity, especially the Security 
Council, responds to us ana 
Israel adheres to our just de- 
mands,” said the memo, also 
signed by prominent PNC and 
PCC members such as Ibrahim 
Bakr, Hani Hourani and Saji 
Salameh as well as Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) leader 
George Habash and Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) head Nayef 
Hawatmeh. 

The PFLP and DFLP are not 
opposed to negotiated solution 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict, but 
they object to the present con- 
ditions of the peace negotia- 


tions which they say are stack- 
ed against Palestinian aspira- 
tions and objectives and would 
not lead to the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state. 

The memorandum set the 
following conditions for the 
resumption of peace talks: 

— “The elimination of all 
settlements and settlement 
activities in accordance with 
U.N. resolutions, specifically 
Resolution 464 of 1980, which 
considers settlements as illegal, 
and the evacuation of all set- 
tlers from all occupied Palesti- 
nian territories, including Jeru- 
salem. 

— “Providing of internation- 
al protection for the Palesti- 
nian people under occupation 
and applying the Fourth Gene- 
va Convention of 1949 and 
.forming a U.N. force to tem- 
porarily proride security there 
until the Palestinian . people 
and its national authority 
assume responsibility there. 

— “Negotiations with the 
Israeli enemy be based on the 
commitment to the resolutions 
of international legitimacy and 
of the United Nations related 
to the Palestinian issue and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict with a 
view to implementing them in 
a manner that guarantees foe 
rights of the Palestinian people 
to return and build their own 
independent state with Jeru- 


salem as its capital. 

— “The immediate annul- 
ment of all agreements, be 
they secret, public, political, 
economic or security, that 
deny the rights of our people to 
full sovereignty over its land or 
undermine their right to 
national independence." 

The memorandum praised 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon for 
suspending their peace talks 
with Israel and called on them 
“to remain steadfast on their 
position until Israel adheres to 
foe legitimate resolutions re- 
lated to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict." 

“We call on our people 
under occupation to soliaify 
their national unity and esca- 
late their resistance and holy 
intifada against the occupation 
forces and settlers,” said the 
one-page memo, accompanied 
by 16 pages of signatures. “We 
express our deep condolences 
to our people in Hebron over 
the death of the martyrs. 

“We call on foe Arab states 
and their political and popular 
forces to unify their efforts in 
their fight against foe occupa- 
tion. 

“We demand the interna- 
tional community and its hu- 
man and democratic institu- 
tions to work on exposing the 
fascist practices of foe Israeli 
occupation authorities 


Mubarak, Saleh discuss 
Yemen’s political crisis 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak met 
Wednesday with visiting 
Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh to discuss his coun- 
try's political crisis and Egyp- 
tian efforts to resolve it. 

The state-owned Middle 
East News Agency (MENA) 
said foe two discussed the 
“pombilities of bridging foe 
gaps in points of views between 
the two parts of Yemen and 
ending present disputes among 
conflicting parties.” 

A war of words between Mr. 
Saleh, a northerner, and Vice- 
President Ali Salem A1 Beidh, 
a southerner, and reported 
dashes between their troops 
have raised concerns that foe 
1990 unifi cation of the con- 
servative North Yemen and 
Marxist Sooth Yemen is in 
jeopardy. 

A reconciliation pact signed 
by Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh in 
Amman last month has not 
eased the tension, with dashes 
reported on the very day of foe 
signing ceremony. 

There are fears fighting 
could flare with foe end of foe 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Egyjft has traditionally 
maintained good relations with 
both sides. Egyptian forces 
played a direct role from 1962 
to 1967 in overthrowing North 
Yemen’s monarchy and estab- 
lishing a republic. 

Mr. Mubarak received Saleh 
at foe airport, then foe two 
went to the presidential palace 
where talks started over the 
traditional sunset meal break- 
ing the day’s fast. 

The Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) of Vice-President Beidh 
said Tuesday seven people, in- 
cluding two of its members, 
had been killed in foe north by 
“hired killers.” 

The southern-based 
said the killers were 


“used by some influential ele- 
ments,” an apparent reference 
to its northern rivals although 
it did not name any party. 

Several thousand Yemenis 
took to the streets in the capit- 
al, Sanaa, on Tuesday in sup- 
port for unity and denouncing 
any calls for separation, wit- 
nesses said. 

The marchers, including 
women and children, called on 
tiie Republican Palace urging 
an end to the crisis. 

The YSP said in statements 
the first killing s took place on 
Thursday at Yarim in the 
northern province of Ebb 
where YSP member Abdullah 
Mohammad Alrna'ini was shot 
dead in tbs general market of 
tire town. 

Five other shoppers were 
killed, foe YSP said. 

The party said another mem- 
ber, Abdnl Karim Saleh 
El wan, was killed the same day 
in the Seddah area, also in 
Ebb. 

It added: “The killers are 
still at large like previous kil- 
lers who assassinated hundreds 
of oar parte members.” 

Their cfifferenceshave para; 
lysed the government 
threatened the unity and 
sparked armed dashes. 

An Arab League delegation 
left Sanaa on Tuesday after 
talks on possible league help to 
defuse foe military situation, 
political sources said. 

One of tiie main topics dis- 
cussed was foe possibility of 
forming an Arab League force 
to separate southern and 
northern forces, the sources 


Meanwhile, Mr. Saleh cm 
Tuesday ordered foe release of 
1,400 prisoners who had done 
more than half of their sent- 
ences. The releases were 
entered on foe occasion of 
next week’s ‘Eid A1 Fitr. 


Bomb defused at French 
centre outside Beirut 


JOUNIEH, Lebanon (AP) — 
A booby-trapped parcel was 
safely defused Wednesday out- 
side the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, averting another jolt to 
g o vernment efforts to restore 
law and order after 15 years of 
civil war. 

Chantai Mansour, the cen- 
tre’s director, grew suspicions 
when she arrived at work at 
7:30 a.m. (0530 GMT) to find a 
neatly wrapped present placed 
at foe doorstep of the two- 
storey centre in Jounich. a 
Christian port city north of 
Beirut 

“She stepped over foe box, 
went to the neighbour, who is a 
soldier, and they telephoned 
the army,” said Jean Khoury, 
Mrs. Mansonr’s Lebanese 
aide. 

A military sapper, identified 
only as Chief Warrant Officer 
Mohammad, was dispatched to 
the centre to examine the par- 
cel, wrapped in a red paper 
and ribbon. 

With a knife, be sliced the 
top open to find a six kilogram- 
me bomb connected to a de- 
tonator, which he unplugged. 
The bomb was set to explode 
on percussion. 

“If the box was held and 
wrapping removed it would 
have exploded,” Ms. Khoury 
quoted foe sapper as saying. 

Most of the centre’s em- 
ployees were off Wednesday as 
Lebanon marked teacher’s 
day. 

Four French nationals, in- 
cluding Mrs. Mansour, and 
eight Lebanese teach French 
language at the centre, located 
since 1982 in Jouuieh’s hilly 
northeastern Ghadir neigh- 
bourhood. 

It was not clear who was 
behind the attempted bombing 


and no responsibility claim was 
made. Witnesses at the scene 
said two people were taken by 
troops for questioning. 

French interests in Lebanon, 
which was under French man- 
date until independence in 
1943, were targeted during the 
1975-1990 crvfl war. 

Many French nationals were 
kidnapped and the embassy 
and the headquarters of 
French paratroopers in Beirut 
were bombed as anti-Western 
sentiments spread in the 1980s. 

Also, French ambassador 
Louis Delammare was assas- 
sinated in Beirut in 1982. 

But there have been no ma- 
jor attacks against Western in- 
terests since foe end of the civil 
war. 

Authorities have been ex- 
torting citizens to watch out 
for suspicions objects since the 
Feb. 27 bombing of a Maronite 
Catholic church in the Zonk 
Mikhael district of Jounieh. 

Police disclosed Wednesday 
that the death toll in that ex- 
piation, which occurred during 
the weekend sacrament, had 
risen to 10 after one of the 
wounded died in hospital Tues- 
day. 

The man was identified as 
Abboud Khalil He had suf- 
fered head and chest wounds in 
the blast at Notre Dame de la 
Deh'vrance. About 60 others 
were wounded. 

The bombing, a month after 
tiie assassin a tion in Beirut of a 
senior Jordanian diplomat, 
mark ed a severe blow to gov- 
ernment efforts to dean up the 
terrorist image Lebanon ac- 
quired during the civil war. 

Nayeb Imran Maaytah, the 
J ordan ian embassy's first 
secretary, was gunned outside 
his residence. 


Britain’s royal 
wedding papers - 
stolen 

LONDON (R) — Keepers of 
British official state records 
admitted Tuesday that papers 
including the royal warrant 
that allowed Queen Elizabeth 
to marry bad been stolen last 
year ana they did not even 
notice. The British Public Re- 
cord Office only learned of the 
theft from police who reco- 
vered tiie stolen documents af- 
ter a tip-off. “We were in- 
formed of the incidents by the 
police last October, and have 
reviewed the security measures 
snee then,” a spokesman .for 
the office said. Among the 
documents stolen from the arc- 
hive by casual building workers 
was the warrant signed by King 
George VI giving his 21-)«ar- 
old daughter Princess Eli- 
zabeth permission to marry foe 
then Lieutenant Philip Mount 
batten in 1947, now Duke o 
E din burgh. Under British law 
the sovei-eign must approve a!£ 
marriages by leading member; 


keepers at the office were still 
checking files in case any other - 
papers were stolen while secur- - 
ity was relaxed during removal* * 
of lethal asbestos from the' ‘ 
budding. The papers were rec~ ’ 
overed four months after theyj : 
were taken when police were} 
tipped off they were being! 
touted for sale. Three building . 
workers have been sentence^, 
to carry out community service^ * 
after admitting handling stole r* 
goods. • ’ 

Curie to be 1st 5 ; 
woman in French 
Pantheon 

PARIS (R) — Scientist Marie ; 
Curie is set to be the fust ! 
woman to win on her own 
merit tiie honour of joining ^ 
France’s great men buriedVat ; 
Paris’ Pantheon, President ; 
Francois Mitterrand said Tues- ‘ 
day. Mr. Mitterrand, in a nfwe V 
to mark International/ 
Women's Day, said he was 
asking that Curie, who twice ; 
won the Nobel Prize, he re- 5 
buried in the domed menu- j 
ment 60 years after she died. 
“It is not normal that - no - 
woman has been admitted in’j 
the pantheon on her own < 
merit. I think a woman likef 
Marie Curie must go to the /; 
Pantheon if her family accepts; f 
it- 1 am requesting it,” he said' ? 
in a television interview. The' i 
Polish-born scientist would*/ 
join famous French men, such; i 
as writers Voltaire and Victor; 
Hugo, and Socialist, ideologist^ 


lying at the Pantheon is Sophie. 
Berthelot, the wife of 19th; 1 
century scientist and Foreign! • 
Minister MarceUn Berthelot,;. . 
buried uufo her husband, be-' 
cause they died together.' 1 : 
Curie, born Sklokowska in?: 
1867, was the first woman to$ f 
teach at Paris' Sorbonne Uni-'*' 
versify. She discovered radium,-' • 
and tiie radioactivity of thor-J: 
him, sharing the Nobel Physics;/ 
Prize with her husband Pierre 
in 1903 and winning the fobel a ’ 
Prize for Chemistry in 1911. f" 
She died in 1934. Mr. Mitter-I* 
rand also spared a thoaght for?- 
Edith Cresson, whom he made d 
France’s first woman prime £ 
minister in 1991. “I am - stiUk' 
fully satisfied with appointing a * ‘ 
woman prime minister. - But ” 
she immediately felt the burde- % 
n...as society is unfortunately/' 
not yet ready for such promo- y 
tion,” he said. Mr. Mitterrand . 
sacked Ms. Cresson after less 
than a year as she plunged -to <• 
record levels of unpopularity in i?' 
opinion polls. ■ - 

Brooke Shields 
talks about 

boyfriendAgassi ; % 

LONDON (AP) — Last year it 
was Andre Agassi and Barbra* ; 
Streisand. Now it’s Andre and „ 
Brooke Shields. The American: 1 ' 
actress talked about her ro-L • 
mance with the flashy tennis! ■ 
star in the latest issue of the-.; 
British magazine Hello. ; “Ilf; 
doesn’t matter what we’re*/ 
doing, we’re content being j; 
with one another,’ Shields ■ \ 
said. “And sometimes we’re so^l 
in time, it’s surreal.” The artf-i/ 
de is accompanied by pictures** 
of foe couple kissing, embrace; 
ing, coddling puppies, eatmgat 
a test-food restaurant, and 
Agassi giving Shields a 
lesson. “Andre is extreme!) 
sensitive and thoughtful,/ 
est and open, and warm 
unaffected... Very down- 
earth,” said Shields, wha 
to Arizona last month to 
Agassi play in a tournament 
Scottsdale. The magazine s* 
the two were first introduced 
a tennis matrfi a year 
They kept In touch by fax 











